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THE DEAD ZONE

“ALL THE KING’S MEN”

CAST

JOHNNY SMITH



DR. PATRICK WEBER, 50’s

BRUCE LEWIS



PEGGY ROBERTS, 16

REV. GENE PURDY


MS. ROBERTS, 33

(PEGGY’S MOTHER)



SARAH BANNERMAN



                              MR. ROBERTS, 60’s

WALT BANNERMAN
(PEGGY’S GRANDFATHER) 

DANA BRIGHT



DINER WAITRESS, 40’s

GREG STILLSON



DINER COUNTER CLERK


KENNEDY




REGINA CAMPBELL, 30’s






BOB, 30’s

MRS. NIELSEN 60’s









LEROY, 30’s

GENERAL, 60’s

NON-SPEAKING

PARTY GUESTS

LITTLE GIRL, PATIENT, 3




 

HOSPITAL STAFF

TEST SUBJECTS and LAB/MEDICAL PERSONELL 

TIM - PEGGY’S BOYFRIEND, 17

JULIA - GENERAL’S DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, 26
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THE DEAD ZONE

“ALL THE KING’S MEN”

SUMMARY

(just an appetizer)

Johnny has been suffering a series mysterious of attacks, each progressively worse than the last. Unknown to those trying to help him, his gift is systematically being turned against his own mind and body by a stranger whose mere intentions can have real deadly consequences. 

In the midst of all of this Johnny is drawn to help find a missing teenage girl after having a troubling vision of her at the local diner.

Johnny feels that those around him do not believe or cannot help him as he continues to see progressive visions of what appears to be his own painful death through the eyes of his mourning friends each time he touches them in the hope the visions will change.

DEAD ZONE:  ALL THE KING’S MEN – TEASER

THE DEAD ZONE

 “ALL THE KING’S MEN”

TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. JOHNNY’S HOSPITAL ROOM - NIGHT

The story opens with JOHNNY lying unconscious in a hospital bed. The room is dimly lit, there are a couple of monitors flashing and beeping, otherwise all appears almost too calm. The doctor is saying that his ‘gift’ is finally taking its toll on Johnny’s brain and body with possibly fatal consequences. Bruce doesn’t believe it, their theory doesn’t quite add up, he only knows that there’s something else at work here, something John has been trying to tell him but couldn’t, and he knows it’s up to him to figure it out before it means the end of his friend. 

SLOW PAN down off monitors…across John (lying still in bed)…stopping on Bruce sitting vigil at his bedside. 

BRUCE 

(out loud to himself)

I don’t believe what they’re saying John, 

this isn’t the end of the line. There’s 

got to be something we’re missing. 

What were you trying to tell me? 

ON JOHNNY 

BRUCE(CONT’D O.S.)

What’s happening John?



Bruce turns his head and looks up at SARAH on the other side of the ICU glass. 

SARAH-SEMI CLOSE SHOT - looking in with concern. In the background are PURDY, DANA and DR. WEBER…conversing.

INTERCUT – BRUCE / SARAH as she turns away from the glass, discouraged.

DEAD ZONE:  ALL THE KING’S MEN – TEASER
CONTINUED:

Bruce looks back down at John…the wheels behind his eyes turning. 


BRUCE (NARRATIVE VOICE OVER)

Looking back I see where it all began...

the last time everything was alright.

It was just a couple of weeks ago…

PAN off of Bruce down onto John…SHOT DISSOLVING into   

party scene.

BRUCE (V.O.CONT’D –O.S.) 

…we were all at the benefit party having 

a good time… 

        DISSOLVE:

INT.  SMITH HOUSE - NIGHT  - PARTY - CONTINUOUS
    
A cozy but festive semi-formal gathering at the Smith House. John has donated the use of his home for a party celebrating the completion and dedication of the Medical Center’s new neuro-research wing. Most all of town’s familiar faces are there, mingling and milling about, including PURDY, DANA, SARAH, WALT, maybe even STILLSON. Everyone seems to be having a good, normal time.  

CUT TO CLOSE SHOT of the dedication plaque to go on wall      

At wing entrance. Under the formal lettering in regard  

to the Medical Center there is this inscription: 

“…….IN DEDICATION TO OUR BELOVED SAVANNAH”

PANNING off plaque…CAMERA strolling up to a small group that includes John and Purdy who is conversing with two associates, a man – we’ll call him BOB,30’s and MRS. NIELSEN,60’s (another local, wealthy philanthropist). John looks obliging but disconcerted, sensing he’s being shown off like some parlor trick. 

BOB, 30’s

Is it true what I hear about the 

main contributor to the Center’s 

new wing wishing to remain anonymous? 
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CONTINUED:

PURDY

All we know from the lawyers is 

that the check cleared.(ha)…

from a bank in Atlanta I believe.

BOB


All you need to know. 

John smiles, the man’s got Purdy’s number ‘$’. 




BOB (CONT’D)

And the name?…SAVANNAH? 

Who’s  Savannah?

PURDY 

No doubt some bereaved loved one. 

Such dedications are usually an 

attempt to appease grief…replace loss 

with a sense of ‘immortality’. 

BOB

(like a kid telling 

a ghost story)

Sounds like one of those ‘old south, 

gothic mysteries’ to me.

PURDY

I wouldn’t imaging anything so 

sinister. Many people of ample means 

And generosity often prefer to remain 

unknown as not to draw unwanted 

attention to their families or 

their wallets. 

MRS. NIELSEN, 60’s 

Maybe Mr. Smith can help us with 

the identity of our mysterious 

benefactor.

PURDY

Mrs. Nielsen…Please.

Purdy lowers his head slightly…as John gives him a 

displeased look.
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CONTINUED: (2)

MRS. NIELSEN

Oh, forgive me Mr. Smith…we’ve just 

been hearing so much about you…how 

you’ve practically devoted your 

life to others…helping the police 

solve those awful murders…saving 

that little boy…even going up against 

a major drug company…and after all 

you’ve been through! 

(calming her voice)

Well...this dedication must be of 

particular interest to you…I mean…

you being one of those who’ll benefit 

from it the most…you must be very excited!

JOHNNY

(under-the-cuff sarcastic)

Positively ‘psyched’.

     (shares a laugh wit them)

BOB

Fascinating. I couldn’t begin to 

imagine what that would be like. 

You mean …just by…touching something…

someone…anything…you can tell it’s 

past…it’s future?

JOHNNY

Not exactly…

BOB

Like…just by picking up a newspaper 

you can see tomorrows headlines…

which way the stock market will go…

who’ll win the World Series…what…

PURDY  

John doesn’t use his gift for such…

mundane or self-indulgent purposes.

BOB

Well, I’ve gotta hand it to you…I don’t 

think I could resist the temptation myself.

The possibilities must be endless!
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CONTINUED: (3)

JOHNNY

You’d be surprised…it closes just 

as many doors as it opens. For instance…

I’ll never be asked to present at the 

Academy Awards. Nobody wants to hear 

“And the winner is” before they know 

who the nominees are…it ruins the suspense.

Purdy looks disapprovingly at John who smiles thoroughly pleased with himself.

Dana walks up and breaks into their circle. 

DANA 

Excuse me Gene…John…I’ve been 

looking everywhere for you…there’s 

an emergency…in the kitchen. 

Dana’s expression tells John she’s giving him a way out 

of this.

GENE 

Anything serious?

JOHNNY

       (glib, as if he 

    knew psychically) 

Just a small fire, nothing to 

worry about.

INTERCUT - John seeing their horrified looks…he grins.

 JOHNNY (CONT’D)

Just kidding…would you all please 

excuse me.

Dana puts her arm through his as they turn and walk away 

from the group

DANA 

I thought you could use some 

rescuing for a change.

JOHNNY 

Who says I’m the only psychic in town.
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CONTINUED: (4)

They proceed to walk arm in arm through the room full of 

guests. John has become very quiet…Dana responds trying 

to coax him out of it. 

DANA

Penny for your thoughts. 

JOHNNY

You’ll have to bid higher…

there are people who’ll pay a lot 

more than that. I was just thinking…

in the future it would be easier…

if as the guests checked their coats 

we collected their watches and other 

personal affects…and over the course 

of the evening I could go around 

passing them back to their rightful 

owners…“Excuse me Miss…I believe this 

was a gift from your son…and by the way,  

unbeknownst to you…he’s flunked out 

of college, and at this very moment 

he’s with his friends in the parking 

lot of the 7-Eleven doing wheelies in 

your new BMW. Oh…and Sir, here’s your 

wedding ring…though you may not be 

needing it seeing, and I do mean ‘seeing’ 

how your wife is…” 

DANA

Now…Be nice. Where’s that gracious host 

I’ve been hearing so much about.

 JOHNNY

He’s tryin’ to figure out how to 

sneak out the back door.

DANA

Don’t let Gene…

JOHNNY

(cutting her off)





It’s not just Gene…it’s All of them. 
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CONTINUED: (5)

DANA

Five minutes ago these people met 

‘the first wonder of Cleaver’s Mills’…

they’re just curious. I’ve known you 

for over a year…and I still am.  

JOHNNY 

So now I’ve gone from ‘gracious host’ 

to ‘curiosity’. 

DANA 

That can change…with a little 

effort on your part.

JOHNNY

Any pointers?

DANA 

Well…for one thing…a good host would 

have complimented my new dress at 

least once by now.

They stop walking…John subtly looking her over.

JOHNNY 

Very nice.  

(grins like 

‘more than nice’)

DANA

The sales girl said it was guaranteed 

to steal the show from any would-be Cinderellas and ex-fiancés.

JOHNNY

Out done only by your sense of timing.

Dana now facing him…John glances over her shoulder…she 

turns her head to see he’s looking at Sarah 

INTERCUT- some feet away…oblivious of them, picking at  

the buffet table…John quickly averts his eyes. 

DEAD ZONE:  ALL THE KING’S MEN – TEASER

CONTINUED: (6)

DANA

(sarcastically to herself)

I’m not so sure of that. 

That’s the last time I 

listen to a 17 year old with a 

nose ring.

ON SARAH 

She looks up just in time to see John and Dana together. She watches as they resume walking arm in arm, looking less than happy at the sight.

ON BRUCE  

Bruce is conversing with an attractive woman, their interest appears to be mutual.

 





BRUCE

So, how long have you been working 

at the Medical Center…? 

(fishing for her name)

REGINA

Regina…Regina Campbell. 

BRUCE

Bruce Lewis.  

Extending his hand…they shake ‘nice to meet you’.

REGINA

About six months…I’m doing part 

of my residency there in geriatrics. 

That’s right down the hall from 

physical therapy…I wonder why we 

haven’t crossed paths before now?

BRUCE

I--’ve got what you might call a 

‘special case’… takes up most of 

my time outside of the hospital.
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REGINA

Oh really…sounds intriguing. I love 

my work…but sometimes I think I’m 

missing all the excitement that brought 

me to medicine in the first place.

BRUCE

I used to feel the same. My advice…

be careful what you wish for.  

WIDER SHOT 

Bruce and Regina enjoying their conversation…in the background John and Dana are approaching. Bruce looks up…seeing John…he remarks… 

BRUCE (CONT’D)

Speak of the devil.

JOHNNY

(to Dana) 

Sounds like we missed something. 

BRUCE

Actually, you’re right on cue. Regina Campbell…meet John Smith…and this is 
Dana Bright, she’s a reporter for the 
Bangor Daily News.  

They all exchange a pleasant nod and smile.

BRUCE

(responding to John’s put 

off expression)  

What’s up?  

DANA

Oh…Purdy’s been using him for 

show-and-tell again. 

JOHNNY

It’s not the show and tell…
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CONTINUED: (8)

           JOHNNY (CONT’D)

…it’s the impressions of Karnak I can’t 

get used to. You’d think the novelty 

would’ve worn off by now.

REGINA

I know I’m new to the party…

but if you ask me…

(looking affectionately at Bruce) 

there are some other things around 

here I find a lot more interesting.
INTERCUT - an exchange of knowing smiles between them all…ending on John.

CUT TO POV –OF SOMEONE (UNSEEN) MOVING THROUGH PARTY
BEGINNING OF OMMINOUS MUSICAL UNDERSCORE - (building)

Moving with POV of a man (who remains unseen) making his way through the crowd towards John’s group.

ON JOHNNY  

John totally involved in the circle of friends, at ease, holding a drink.

A HAND- CLOSE SHOT- (belonging to the man who’s POV we’ve been strolling with) reaches out behind John- INTERCUT TO JOHN - lightly touching him. John’s body suddenly convulses…his hand crushing the glass it is holding.  
STOP ACTION - SCENE GRINDS TO A HALT – 

SOUND SLURRS TO A STOP
SHOT FROZEN - John, a pained expression on his face, fist clenched around the crushed glass… Bruce reaching for him…between them the startled faces of 

Dana and Regina.
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CONTINUED: (9)

BRUCE  (NARRATIVE  V.O.)

There…That was it. That was the moment…

when everything around and inside John 

began to go wrong.

RESUME ACTION - UNFREEZE PARTY SCENE – 

SOUND TURNS BACK UP 

DANA 

Oh my God!

John opens his hand - CLOSE SHOT - pieces of the broken glass fall to the floor.

BRUCE

JOHN! 
John is disoriented and doesn’t answer him…Bruce takes 

hold of his injured hand.

INTERCUT - PURDY / STILLSON / OTHER GUESTS – heads turning…taking notice of the commotion. 

BRUCE (CONT’D)

John…what’s wrong? Are you Okay? 

John?
JOHNNY 

yah…

(recovering)

Yah. 







BRUCE

Oh man!…Look at your hand! 

Bruce wraps a napkin around John’s badly cut and bleeding hand.

JOHNNY - CLOSE SHOT - eyes scanning the area around him for what could have caused this…all he sees are the baffled faces of the other guests staring back at him – 

INTERCUT CLOSE SHOTS BETWEEN JOHNNY AND GUESTS
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BRUCE (CONT’D)

God John…What happened?

John, shaken and confused, doesn’t answer. He lowers his head as Bruce steers him away and out of the shot leaving the puzzled group behind.

FADE OUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT.  JOHNNY’S KITCHEN  - PARTY NIGHT - CONTINUOUS




Seated at the kitchen table, Bruce is tending to John who is annoyed by all the fuss. Dana is also there, arms folded, leaning back against the counter looking on. 

(What commences is a sort of revolving-door sequence of entrances and exits)

JOHNNY

 (pulling his hand 

back in pain)

HEY!  





BRUCE 

I told you to hold still!

JOHNNY

You also said trust me this 

isn’t gonna hurt.

BRUCE

I lied.

JOHNNY

Is that what goes for bedside 

manner these days?

BRUCE 

With hostile patients Yes! 

With children I usually promise 

them a lollypop and a balloon…in your 

case I’ve had to use some improvisation.

JOHNNY

Do you know how make those animal 

shapes…maybe a bunny rabbit or …

INTERCUT – Bruce is not amused…John lets the joke 

trail off.
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CONTINUED:

DANA 

Is there anything I can do?

BRUCE

A…yah…you can get me some antiseptic 

and a bandage…it should be in the

upstairs medicine cabinet.

DANA EXITS WITH BRUCE’S REQUEST
BRUCE (CONT’D)

Now, are you gonna to tell me 

what happened out there 

(cutting off a quick 

reply from John)

and Don’t! say nothing…I’m serious. 

JOHNNY 

Hm...Serious huh… you might be right. 

It’s obvious I can’t handle a cocktail 

glass…it could mean the end of my

career as psychic socialite…no more…

BRUCE

You know this is Not funny John…

you’ll probably need stitches.

JOHNNY

Want to scrub up…

(gesturing)

…there’s a bar of soap over there 

and I think a needle and thread in 

that bottom draw. 

BRUCE

Go ahead…joke all you want…

I’ve become such an expert at 

patching you back together I could 

get a medical degree just by bringing 

you in as a class project.

JOHNNY

Well if they’d want my opinion 

you’ll never make chief of surgery.
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CONTINUED: (2)

Bruce yanks a shard of glass out of John’s hand…John 

reacts.

JOHNNY (CONT’D)

Ough! 

BRUCE

You wanna talk about pain… two seconds  

more and I would’ve had that gorgeous creature’s phone number. I Swear…

if I could look at a timeline…

the dent in my love life would coincide perfectly with the dent in your head.

JOHNNY 

Look at it this way…she’s probably 

not into sadists. 

(knowing he went too far)

Sorry.   



SARAH ENTERS- having seen what happened she follows them 

into the kitchen.

SARAH 

Johnny! What happened? Are you alright? 

(moving in closer)

Oh, John…your hand…is there 

anything I can do?
JOHNNY

I’m fine Sarah…

(gesturing)

…but you might assist Dr. Kildaire 

over there…he’s just about 

to operate.


BRUCE

I thought you were done with the 

bad jokes.

JOHNNY

I lied.

SARAH

Giving you a hard time. 
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CONTINUED: (3)

BRUCE

Is there any other? I’m thinking 

of instituting a special class 

at the Center for dealing with 

‘Johnny Smiths’.

JOHNNY

Be honest…you’d be disappointed 

with any less. Besides…

I’m ‘one of a kind’. 

BRUCE 

And don’t think I don’t thank God 

for that when I get up every morning.

SARAH 

Hang in there…your still a lightweight…

I did six years on my back. 

BRUCE 

Yah…that’s only because he was on his. 

I guarantee…if he was talking…

it would’ve been a different story. 

WALT ENTERS LOOKING FOR SARAH…he leans into the doorway 

then enters.

     WALT

Sarah?  

(seeing John) 

Hey…John…you okay?

JOHNNY 

Yah…fine Walt, thanks. 
WALT 

In that case…Sarah…we better get going…

 
(pointing at his watch, to all)

…we said we’d be home by twelve. 

At the stroke of midnight our sitter 

turns back into a rebellious teenager.
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SARAH

I’ll be with you in a minute…

I--I just want to make sure 

Johnny’s alright.

DANA RETURNS – carrying some supplies…squeezing passed 

Sarah and Walt.

Dana and Sarah exchange a little eye-to-eye power play.
WALT

They seem to have that covered.

SARAH

But…

JOHNNY 

(softer, looking 

appreciatively at Sarah)

I’m fine Sarah…honestly…don’t 

worry…go home. 

SARAH 

If your sure?

( to Bruce) 

Is he really gonna be okay ?

Bruce starts to mouth a skeptical response when John 

abruptly cuts him off.

JOHNNY

What are you asking him for! 

I’m the psychic!...doesn’t anyone 

trust my opinion?

ALL IN UNISON

NO!

JOHNNY 

Et’ too Walt.

WALT

Blame no one but yourself. There’s 

something about you that turns these 

ladies into Florence Nightingale. 
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BRUCE

Well right now we do have one 

too many…So…

JOHNNY 


(to Sarah)

Don’t mind him…he’s just jealous…

that’s his job.

Sarah gives back a smile as Walt escorts her out of the kitchen. Bruce continues bandaging John’s hand…looking very put off.

JOHNNY  (CONT’D)

What.

BRUCE

Ya’ know …you could express a little 

gratuity now and then…didn’t you ever 

hear the story about the mouse and 

the lion. The mouse pulls a thorn out 

of the lion’s paw and the lion is 

so grateful he’s indebted to the mouse forever. In other words… Don’t bite the 

hand that’s heals you.

JOHNNY

Did it say anything about what the 

lion had for dinner that night.?

BRUCE

Instead of sarcasm why don’t you try 

something new… like Thank You.

JOHNNY

You’re absolutely right…my bad…

thank you Florence.

BRUCE

You’re Wel… 

(stops short,

shakes his head, ticked off)
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REV. PURDY ENTERS THE KITCHEN

PURDY

John…we all saw what happened.

Are you alright?

JOHNNY 

 (exasperated) 

Yes! Contrary to popular belief.

INTERCUT TO BRUCE - exchanging a look with John, he doesn’t believe it.

PURDY

Our guests are becoming quite 

concerned about their host. Would you 

like me to inform them that we’ll be 

calling it a night?

JOHNNY

No…I know how much these parties 

mean to the next ‘community cause’. 

I wouldn’t want the Ladies Auxiliary 

League to go without a new bingo board 

on my account.

PURDY
Yes but…

JOHNNY

(waving off Purdy’s concern 

with his bandaged hand)

Really…I’m fine.  

DANA

What did happen Johnny?
JOHNNY

 
(serious and puzzled)





I don’t know.







        DISSOLVE:

DEAD ZONE: ALL THE KING’S MEN – ACT ONE

EXT.  UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL - ESTABLISHING – 

      FOLLOWING MORNING

INT.  HOSPITAL - DOCTOR’S LOUNGE 


DR. PATRICK WEBER, 50’s, (tall, dark hair-maybe graying, sweet guy appearance) is being introduced by Purdy to some of the medical staff.

PURDY

I want to thank you all for taking 

time from your busy schedules to join 

me in a welcoming Dr. Patrick Weber. 

(beat)

Dr. Weber is on loan to us from 

Duke University where his work in 

neuro-genetics is unprecedented. 

He will be acting in Dr. Gibson’s 

place while she is away at conference. 

It’ll be our job to demonstrate that 

what our humble establishment may 

lack in notoriety…it more than makes 

up for in ‘hospitality’.  

(grins amused at his pun)

There is a round of low but supportive applause from 

the staff. 

DR. WEBER

Thank you… I was hoping my time here 

would be more of a retreat…but after 

the Reverend’s high praise I’m afraid 

I’m going to have a tough time of it 

just living up to your expectations.

PURDY

Dr. Weber will also be heading up 

the new research department temporarily…

unless of course he accepts my offer 

to make it permanent. Either way…

I’m sure his stay with us will leave 

a lasting impression. 







DR. WEBER

I’ll do my best.  
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INT. DINER – NOON / LUNCH TIME –RAINING



                      






                      

John and Bruce enter the local diner for lunch. They shake off their coats and umbrella and are seated. A waitress, DEBORAH, (her name tag says), walks over.

DEBORAH (WAITRESS), late 40’s

Still comin’ down huh. 

What’ll ya have? Chef just made a 

nice pot of chicken soup…just the 

thing for a day like this.

JOHNNY

Sure...

(reading her tag)

…Deborah.

DEBORAH 

Call me Deb.

The waitress hands John a menu - JOHNNY FLASH -

INT. DINER - KITCHEN 

 The Chef coughing and sneezing into the soup. 

RESUME - JOHNNY SEATED AT THEIR TABLE

JOHNNY (CONT’D)

… come to think of it…

I’ll have the tuna salad.

DEB

And you?  

BRUCE

A hot bowl of soup sounds great 

to me about now,  I…

INTERCUT - Bruce seeing John shaking his head ‘No’ 

at him.

BRUCE (CONT’D)

…uh…on second thought…I’ll have same 

thing he’s having…on wheat.
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DEB

Anything to drink?

JOHNNY

Just a glass of water.

Waitress turns and walks away from their table.

BRUCE

Make that a cup…

(shouting after the waitress) 

…Plastic! 

JOHNNY 

Do you want my knife and fork too?

BRUCE

So.

JOHNNY 

What?

BRUCE

So what’s the story John?  

 (pointing to John’s hand) 

You still haven’t given me a 

straight answer about what happened 

last night.

JOHNNY

I told you…it was noth… just some 

kind of spontaneous impulse.

Nothing.

BRUCE

‘ERR’ wrong answer. And tell us 

what he’s won do not pass GO…

Do not collect 200 dollars…
Go directly to the hospital!

JOHNNY

Is that the one on St. James or 

Park Place …
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         JOHNNY (CONT’D)

I have a ‘get-out-free’ card 

from the last time I played this 

game…forget it!

Bruce just looks at him like he’s not fooling anybody, 

shakes his head.

JOHNNY 

Look… something caught me off guard 

and I reacted as usual…it’s as simple 

as that or haven’t you been around 

for the past year and a half. 

BRUCE

Yah!
(lowers his voice, realizing 

he’s attracting attention)

…yah…I’ve been around…I‘ve been 

around long enough to know that your 

idea of nothing is everyone else’s 

idea of a hell of a something. Now after 

this I’m taking you down to the hospital…

and after they patch up your hand I want 

them to have a look at your head.

JOHNNY

They already have a team of 

specialists working on that.

BRUCE

I’m not talking about what’s in 

your head…I’m talking about getting 

through that thick skull 

(gesturing to John)  

of yours. Maybe they know how  ‘cause 

I sure haven’t been able to figure it out.

JOHNNY

I promise…when there’s something 

to worry about…you’ll be the first 

to know.
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BRUCE 

I usually Am!…about five minutes 

before too late!

JOHNNY

I’m just trying to keep it interesting…

a change of pace from all those 

broken hips and lumbago. 

BRUCE

I don’t know if that psychic stuff 

is rubbing off or what…but I  don’t 

need second sight to know when your 

holdin’ back on me.

John just grins at him. 

INT. NON-DESCRIPT ROOM - PHONE CONVERSATION


CAMERA MOVING IN on an UNIDENTIFIED MAN - we see only glimpses of him viewed mainly from the back (dark hair) occasionally a EXTREME CLOSE SHOT on his mouth as he speaks. The man is conversing on the phone with an unknown party. We do not see or hear the person on the other end, we can only imaging what is being said judging by the man’s responses.

UNIDENTIFIED MAN

Our little experiment went even 

better than expected. 

(PAUSE- other line speaking)

No…he doesn’t have a clue, 

and he won’t, trust me.

It’s even easier than you said it 

would be. That’s the advantage of 

a small town…you can get to anyone.

(PAUSE)

It’s your call, just remember, 

I get what’s left. You know what 

they say…a good mind is a terrible 

thing to waste.

(PAUSE)
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UNIDENTIFIED MAN (CONT’D)

They’re not like us…

we’re men of vision… 

if you’ll pardon the expression.

(grins) 

Sometimes we just need a little 

help filling in the blanks. 

(PAUSE)

Don’t worry…the more I’m a part 

of his future the less he’ll 

have of one. 

(PAUSE)

Well then…here’s to the future.  

UNIDENTIFIED MAN HANGS UP PHONE - SHOT FROM BEHIND  

CAMERA PULLING BACK.

INT. DINER - AFTER LUNCH - CONTINUOUS

John and Bruce are finished with lunch…they get up and 

go to the counter to pay.

JOHNNY

(patting down his coat pockets)

I must’ve forgotten my wallet. 

BRUCE

That’s the second time this week. 

I don’t get it, if you can see the 

future how come you didn’t see where 

you left it ahead of time?

Bruce pulls some bills out of his wallet…hands them to 

the COUNTER CLERK.

JOHNNY

Because, I saw you picking up 

the check.

BRUCE

Now I should have seen that coming.
John slaps Bruce on the shoulder as the clerk is handing 

Bruce the change. 
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John has a vision of the person who’s hands the money 

passed from the night before.

JOHNNY FLASH - a teenage girl asking the clerk for 

change to make a phone call.

INT. DINER - PHONE BOOTH

Girl on the phone…sobbing as she talks…looks scared. 

RESUME - JOHNNY- STANDING AT THE COUNTER

…looking distracted…he glances around the Diner. 

COUNTER CLERK

Something wrong Sir?
John doesn’t answer…he spots the phone booth and walks quickly over to it.

BRUCE

You wanna make a call? What about 

your cell…

(shouting after him) 

…or did you forget that too?

INT. DINER - PHONE BOOTH

John goes into the booth and picks up the receiver.

JOHNNY FLASH – rapid succession of a variety of faces and conversations made on that phone in the recent past (nothing distinct).
RESUME JOHNNY- with the receiver to his ear, listening intently.

VISION -Flashes stop on the girl’s conversation, just bits and pieces. She’s in tears, sounds frightened and desperate.  
GIRL 

I can’t come home…you know how he is.

It’ll be okay…I have to go… 
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John sees the girl being pulled away from the phone by a man, it’s not clear who. 
RESUME JOHNNY- quickly walking back to the counter.

JOHNNY

(to the clerk)

Do you remember a girl that was in 

here the other night? Light hair, 

about … (gesturing) five-foot two…

carrying a denim backpack and a…

a pink umbrella. You gave her change 

to make a phone call…there may have 

been a man with her?

COUNTER CLERK

Can’t say that I do, but Deb, she 

found this when she was cleaning up. 

Clerk pulls a pink umbrella from the lost and found box 

and hands it to John.

RAMP TO JOHNNY

INT. CAR - OUTSIDE DINER - NIGHT

The girl (her hands over her eyes-like she’s crying) is sitting in the passenger seat of the man’s car parked outside the diner. Car starts up…

INT. DINER –JOHNNY STANDING AT THE COUNTER

Johnny snaps his head around to face the front of the Diner (turning away from the camera). Through the glass doors he sees the car speed off with a screech of the wheels. SAME SHOT of the scene played out at night turns into daylight returning Johnny to the present time.  

RESUME

BRUCE (SLIGHTLY O.S.)

What is it about this girl? 

What did you see?
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JOHNNY

The man with her…he was taking 

her someplace… it didn’t look 

like she wanted to go. 

INT./EXT. DINER - ENTRANCE

Stepping outside Bruce adjusts his collar as he talks to a guy selling umbrellas.  

BRUCE

Look like it’s letting up any? 

SELLER 

Na…

(prophetic)

…it’s just gettin’ started.

As John walks out…a MAN, (unidentifiable), entering the Diner bumps into him.

JOHNNY FLASH  - his hand crushing the glass.

RESUME 

John looks back quickly but the man is gone.

BRUCE

What?

(glancing back too) 

What is it? 

JOHNNY 

(shaking his head)

 Nothing. 

John looks down and sees his hand is bleeding through the makeshift bandage 

JOHNNY (CONT’D)

Guess I won’t be collecting that 

200 dollars after all.

Bruce opens his umbrella and they walk down the street, 

presumably to the hospital.           

FADE OUT:
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EXT. HOSPITAL - AFTERNOON - ESTABLISHING

INT.  UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL - CORRIDOR - CONTINUOUS                                                 

LONG SHOT-John and Bruce are walking down the corridor on their way out.John’s hand has already been tended to.

CLOSER - Bruce watches John as he repeatedly flexes his hand and tugs at the new bandage; John’s way of expressing his discomfort with the whole ordeal.

BRUCE 

Would you quit that before you 

do any more damage.

JOHNNY

Three whole stitches…think it’ll 

make the medical journals.

BRUCE

You’re already in all the journals…

under P.

JOHNNY

For Psychic.

BRUCE

As in Pain, subdivision ‘Royal’.

JOHNNY

I’m not the one making a federal case 

out of this! I could’ve saved us both 

the trouble…and stitched it up myself…

like Rambo.

BRUCE 

(sarcastic, laughing)

Like Rambo? It didn’t look like Rambo 

to me a few minutes ago. I think 

Shirley McClaine won an Oscar for 

that performance.
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JOHNNY

You and doctor Frankenstein in there 

sure seemed to be enjoying it. 

BRUCE 

We’re sadists, remember. 

ON PURDY and WEBER 

Purdy and Dr. Weber are conversing at the other end of the corridor. Purdy glances passed the doctor to see John and Bruce walking towards him - INTERCUT - and calls them over.

PURDY 

(motioning to them)

John! 

Bruce and John walk over. 

PURDY (CONT’D)

Dr. Weber…I’d like to introduce you 

to John Smith. John this is Dr. Weber…

he’ll be filling in for Dr. Gibson.


(to Dr. Weber)

And this is Bruce Lewis, John’s 

physical therapist.

They exchange an acknowledging nod or smile.

Dr. WEBER

So…this is the young man I’ve been 

hearing so much about…nothing short 

of a modern day miracle.   
PURDY

Dr. Weber has worked quite a few 

miracles himself…if his reputation 

is to be believed. 

DR. WEBER

I sometimes wonder if it’s my skill 

that brings about such miraculous 

recoveries or the threat of another 

day of green jello-almondene. 
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DR. WEBER (CONT’D)

The Reverend has done nothing but 

ply my ego since I got here…


(directly to John)

…but honestly…I feel quite upstaged.

PURDY

John does have that effect on most 

people. 

(change of thought, 

addressing John and Bruce)

What brings you here?

John raises his bandaged hand…the image is self-

explanatory…Purdy nods ‘Ah’. 

DR. WEBER

May I ask what happened?

BRUCE

 
(sarcastically, 

glancing at John) 

You can ask. 

JOHNNY 

Just a…minor accident.

DR. WEBER

Can I have a look? 

(jokingly)

Don’t worry…my first consultation 

is free. 

Responding to John’s hesitation .

PURDY

John…oblige the good doctor.

John reluctantly holds out his injured hand – 

CLOSE SHOT -as the doctor takes it.

QUICK FLASH- repeat the hand touching his back…crushing the glass…
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John’s POV (lying on his back)…men in white lab coats looking down at him. 

RESUME - RAMP TO JOHNNY REACTING

John pulls his hand away pretending it was a reaction to pain (it was).  

DR. WEBER

Looks like they did a good job. 

(to all)

Well…if you’ll please excuse me…

I was on my way to a patient. 

(eyes locked on John)  

It’s been a privilege.

Purdy nods to Dr. Weber who then leaves them. John turns away…still lost in what he just experienced…but before John can go Purdy suborns him for a moment.

PURDY

John…if I could?…I’d like a word 

with you. Bruce…do you mind?

BRUCE 

No…of course not. 

INTERCUT - REGINA - whom Bruce sees passing by at the other end of the hall.

BRUCE (CONT’D)

Come to think of it…I should check 

up on my schedule…I’ll meet up 

with you outside…maybe… 

Bruce dashes off after Regina, John smiles…turns back to Purdy.

JOHN AND PURDY STROLL DOWN CORRIDOR (as they talk) PASSING BY THE PEDIATRICS WARD - CONTINUOUS

Purdy is still persisting in his efforts to persuade John into join forces with Stillson. 
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PURDY

John…I know you’ve made clear your 

feelings regarding Greg Stillson but…

CUT TO JOHNNY - he knows where this is going, hangs his head, shakes it. 

PURDY (CONT’D O.S.)

…I haven’t given up hope I could 

rectify them.      

CUT BACK TO PURDY

PURDY (CONT’D)

Maybe if I understood your reasons…?

JOHNNY

Let’s just say we have a very different 

vision of what the future of the world 

should be. 

PURDY 

I find that hard to believe. Whatever 

your disagreement, I’m sure you would 

like to see some one in power who is a 

friend to the Alliance and the work your 

mother started. Your lack of support 

has caused quite a rift in the voting 

community. Like it or not John… 

your opinion is the popular one.

JOHNNY 

Yah…well…maybe everyone shouldn’t be 

paying so much attention to what I think. 

PURDY

Most people aren’t blessed with the 

insight that faith or design has given 

to you and me. They are followers…

their wisdom lies in knowing when 

to put their fate in some else’s hands.

JOHNNY

But why Mine. 
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JOHNNY (CONT’D)

                    I obviously   

                           (gesturing with his injured hand)

There hasn’t been a day since I came 

out of that coma I haven’t felt like 

I’m in a bad E.F. Hutton commercial. 

PURDY

John, I would never ask you to use 

your gift to sway political support…

but it’s my calling…and yours to 

show people the way they can’t find for themselves.

JOHNNY

That’s just it Gene…what if it’s 

the wrong way? What does it say in 

that bible…like lambs to the slaughter.
PURDY

What do you mean by that John?
JOHNNY

If my past visions have taught us 

anything, it’s that I can be just 

as much in the dark as everyone else 

when it comes to the ‘big picture’. 

If I act on them without being certain 

of what it means…for the future…

whatever the consequences, it won’t 

be just me who has to live with them. 

I could be interfering with the natural 

order of things. I’ve let it happen before…

only I’ve been lucky…we all have.   

PURDY

Who’s to say your gift and whatever it… ‘touches’ isn’t part of that ‘natural order’. 

(beat) 

As far as Stillson is concerned…

haven’t you ever heard of the power 

behind the throne. 

(implying)
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PURDY (CONT’D)

With my guidance, his political pull, 

and your God given gift…I know we can 

make a definite difference in this world.

I believe such things hold the makings 

of destiny. 

JOHNNY

So do I. 

PURDY

Then I think we understand each other.

JOHNNY

(edgy)

I think we do.  

PURDY

(sensing hostility 

in John’s voice) 

John…your mother was a woman of the 

purest faith, the only time it failed 

her was when she lost it. What I’m trying 

to say is…if you ever need some direction 

of your own …you know you can always

come to me. Sometimes there may be more

to things than even you can see. 

JOHNNY

That’s what I’m afraid of. 

John and Purdy stop in front of a window looking into an 

examining room of the PEDIATRICS WARD. 

They see Dr. Weber tending to a little GIRL, 3, her head 

is bandaged. Dr. Weber is comforting the girl by reciting nursery rhymes as he proceeds with the examination.

DR. WEBER

There was an old woman…  

(…and so on)
The doctor’s recanting of the rhymes is continually 

heard softly in the background.
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PURDY

You don’t see that enough…a man of 

his stature no less. He could teach 

a course or two in bedside manner.

JOHNNY

I know someone who could use a few lessons.

            (breaks a smile)

A member of the hospital staff calls Purdy’s attention 

and he turns away from John. 

John spots a bowl of candy (for the kids)…he picks up a lollypop and smiles to himself recalling Bruce’s words at the kitchen table. He looks back up at Dr.Weber 

with the child…stands there watching and listening.

DR. WEBER

Humpty-Dumty sat on a wall…

Humpty-Dumpty had a great fall…

all the king’s horses and 

all the king’s men…

INTERCUT CLOSE SHOT  - JOHNNY / DR.WEBER

FLASH - (ALTERED REALITY- IN SLOW MOTION) Dr. Weber turns his head to face the window…looking directly at John…he finishes the nursery rhyme.

-his voice dropping, a sinister grin breaking his lips…
DR. WEBER (CONT’D)

…couldn’t put Johnny together again.
RESUME - JOHNNY REACTING 

John blinks…shakes his head slightly…and looks back up at the doctor.

INTERCUT TO WEBER…still speaking to the girl, he seems oblivious to John’s presence. John is frozen in disbelief of what he thinks he just heard. 

Purdy standing just a few feet away, still conversing…glances 
back at John. 
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INTERCUT - to Johnny standing motionless facing the glass. Purdy is struck by the sight of John’s injured hand bleeding through the new bandage.

CUT TO CLOSE SHOT OF JOHNNY’S HAND - a drop of blood drips to the floor.

PURDY

John?  

Getting no response…Purdy walks over and puts his hand on John’s shoulder.

VISION - INT. SMALL ASSEMBLY - DIMLY TONED SURROUNDINGS 

Rev. Purdy standing at a podium in front of a small assembly of people. In a somber tone, Purdy is speaking a few words of what sounds like a eulogy.
                              PURDY

                    … someone who touched all of our lives 
                    in ways we never imagined possible. 
                    Today we are saying goodbye to our friend…
John…

RESUME - INT. HOSPITAL - JOHNNY REACTING

John snaps his head around quickly in response to Purdy calling his name.

                              PURDY (O.S.)

                    …John? 

John…eyes darting…curiously looks Purdy up and down.

                              PURDY (CONT’D)

                    Better have that looked at again…

John’s eyes are directed downward…sees his hand is bleeding again and appears more disturbed by the sight than before.

                              PURDY (CONT’D O.S.)

                    …luckily your in the right place. 
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Purdy (just his hand in frame) pats John on the shoulder and he leaves him. 

John is left standing there…looking puzzled…as he watches Purdy walks away. 

CAMERA follows John’s eyes as he looks down at his 

hand…then back up at Dr. Weber still tending to the 

little girl, the scene looks totally benevolent.

CUT TO JOHNNY - MEDIUM FRONT SHOT - PULLING BACK 

John on the other side of the glass (dotted with children’s pictures and decals) looking in very troubled as the CAMERA PULLS BACK.









 

                      FADE OUT.




END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE IN:

EXT. ROBERTS’ HOUSE - MORNING - LIGHT RAIN




        

JOHN, BRUCE and WALT meet up outside the Roberts’ house. John has told Walt about his vision of the girl…which Walt has connected to the case of a missing local girl, PEGGY ROBERTS,16, from the poorer side of town. 

                              WALT




                        (reading from his notes)

                    Peggy Roberts…age16…went missing three 

                    days ago, fits the description of the 

                    girl you saw at the diner. She lives 

                    here with her mother and grandfather…

                    got a pretty big chip on his shoulder…

                    not what you’d call ‘cooperative.’

                              BRUCE 

                    John’s dealt with his kind before.

                              WALT

                    Yah, I know, let me do the talking. 
INT. ROBERTS’ LIVING ROOM

MR. ROBERTS, 60’s (Peggy’s grandfather), is pacing and ranting at Walt.John is seated on the sofa next to MS. ROBERTS, 33 (Peggy’s mother), who appears extremely on edge. Bruce is standing near by. 

                              MR. ROBERTS, 60’s (grandfather)

                    I Don’t believe this!  Is This what 

                    people like us get!

                          (pointing at  John)

                    What…I don’t pay enough taxes in 

                    this town to expect any REAL help!

                              WALT 

                    Mr. Roberts…you know that isn’t true…

                    take my word for it you couldn’t 

                    ask for better help.
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                              MR. ROBERTS

                    If I’d wanted to put my granddaughter’s 

                    life in the hands of a fortune teller 

                    I’da’ called the psychic hotline 

                    instead of  911!

John looks away from Mr. Roberts and glances over at MS. ROBERTS, 33, looking very nervous, wringing a handkerchief in her hands.

                              WALT

                    I was a bigger skeptic than you once.

                    All I’m asking is that you just give 

                    it a chance.

                              BRUCE

                    Yah…you just don’t know how Johnny works…

                              MR. ROBERTS

                    I KNOW how it works! There’s always 

                    been one story for THEM and for US.  

                        (turning on John) 

                    I’ve heard of You…your with that Alliance…

                    something or other…you work for that 

                    Reverend who’s always preaching about the    

                    community and social responsibility.                  

                    Apparently that ‘civic pride’ ends 

                    this side of the line county line. 

                              MS. ROBERTS, 33 (Peggy’s mother)

                    Dad!…Please. 

                              MR. ROBERTS

                    Whatever you’re selling…I’m afraid 

                    we can’t afford it.

                              JOHNNY

                    Mr. Roberts…I don’t know what you think 

                    you’ve heard…but I don’t work for anyone 

                    and I don’t ask for anything in return.

                              MS. ROBERTS

                    You’ll have to excuse my father…this has 

                    All been really difficult for him.
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Ms. Roberts drops her handkerchief…John picks it up and hands it to her.

FLASH - INT. PEGGY’S ROOM 

Ms. Roberts and Peggy arguing as Peggy stuffs some belongings into a knapsack. 

RESUME JOHNNY- ROBERTS’ LIVING ROOM

Johnny looks at the mother suspiciously –

INTERCUT – she looks away, guiltily. 

                              WALT

                    I know it seems unorthodox…but John 

                    has really come through in a lot of  

                    cases like this before. You’re lucky…

                              MR. ROBERTS
                    NO! You’re lucky I don’t report this 

                    to the State Police Commission. 

                    Now I want You and this…

                          (pointing at John) 

CUT TO JOHNNY - looking up a little sheepish.

                              MR. ROBERTS (O.S.)

                    …carnival act out of my house! 

Walt, Bruce and John exchange a look…and start moving 

to leave.

INT. FAITH HERITAGE ALLIANCE  - PURDY’S OFFICE -

INTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION

PANNING the room stopping on Purdy…seated behind the desk, leaning back in his chair. He is talking on the phone with Greg Stillson; their conversation in progress. 

                              PURDY 

                    I hope the fund raising is going well…

                    the latest polls are predicting 47 

                    percent share in the next election.
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                              STILLSON

                    Speaking of predictions…how’s our 

                    boy Johnny? He sure gave everyone a 

                    scare the other night.I mean…he’s okay, 

                    isn’t he?

                              PURDY

                    Oh yes…he’s just fine…but to be honest…

                    he’s not quite on board with us yet.  

                    He still seems to have some questions.

                              STILLSON

                    Questions?…about what?

                              PURDY
                    I’m not sure? He doesn’t have quite 

                    the same faith in his ‘talent’ that 

                    everyone else does. There seems to be 

                    an epidemic of modesty going around 

                    here lately.         

                              STILLSON

                    Let’s hope it’s not contagious. 

                        (chuckles a bit)  

                    Pride go-ith before a fall…

                    but self doubt won’t get you out 

                    of the gate. Looks like we may 

                    have to run this race without him.

                              PURDY

                    John will come around…eventually. 

                    He’ll see as we do that his gift is a 

                    great means to an even greater end. 

                              STILLSON

                    Now Reverend…you should know better 

                    than anybody in this town that the 

                    end doesn’t justify the means.

                              PURDY

                    I’m a realist as well as a moralist…

                    people aren’t as willing to put their 

                    trust in blind faith these days…
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                              PURDY (CONT’D)

                    they need to know beyond their doubts 

                    that a higher power is present in their 

                    lives, proof they can see and touch, 

                    Johnny Smith is that proof.  John is 

                    still very much naïve when it comes to 

                    what his ability could mean to the 

                    rest of the world, he’s not like you 

                    and me…we’re…

                              STILLSON

                    …men of vision.

                              PURDY 

                    Ironic, isn’t it. The Lord does 

                    work in mysterious ways.

                              STILLSON (CONT’D)

                    So…Johnny Smith and his ‘visions’ 

                    will lead them to me and I in turn 

                    will lead them to the will of the 

                    highest power, and together …

                              PURDY

                    Thy Will be done.       

 (honestly, I came up with that before “Ascent”)

                              STILLSON

                        (grinning)
                    Amen Reverend…Amen.  
EXT. STREET OUTSIDE THE DINER - AFTERNOON

John and Bruce are walking up the street approaching 

the Diner. 

                              BRUCE

                    I thought Walt said you were off this case.

                              JOHNNY 




I am…officially.
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                              BRUCE

                    Well if Walt finds out he’ll be on 

                    yours ‘officially’.

                              JOHNNY

                    Here. 

John stops at a certain spot in the street outside the Diner, where the car with Peggy was parked…John kneels down and puts his hand to the ground.

VISION  - INT. CAR - VIEW THROUGH REAR WINDOW 

He sees Peggy in the man’s car…sitting next to him in the front seat…she’s in tears. The man puts his hand on her shoulder. John sees the car start to drive off with the intention of mentally following it.

RESUME 

John is suddenly jolted from the vision by the sound of car wheels screeching to a halt and Bruce shouting. 

                              BRUCE 

                    Hey…HEY!..What’s wrong with you man! 
                    Can’t you see this spot is taken!  

                              DRIVER

                    What’s wrong with me! What the Hell 

                    is he doin’ sittin’ in the middle of the 

                    street. Aey!…Buddy…Forget somethin’…

                    your car.

                               BRUCE

                    We’re working here Okay! This is 

                    official police business! 

                        (nodding to John) 

                              DRIVER

                    Police business huh…it will be! 

                    No Car. No Spot. Now are you guys 

                    gonna move or what! 
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The driver throws his arm up at them as he pulls into the spot forcing Bruce and John to jump backwards onto the curb.

                              BRUCE

                    Yah…same to You!   

                        (turning to John)

                    Next time we have to get some of 

                    those traffic cones.

                    Did you get anything?

                              JOHNNY

                    Just the make and the license number…

                    but I still don’t know where she is. 

                    She looked scared Bruce, really scared…

                    something tells me we have to find her…soon.

INT. WALT’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON - TWO DAYS (OR SO) LATER   






On John’s word Walt had an APB put out on the car and the man driving it - LEROY, 37, (a big burly type tough guy, long dark hair, maybe a goti) picked up.

John and Bruce are quickly walking down the hall approaching Walt’s office …when Walt steps into the doorway stopping them from entering. 

                              JOHNNY

                        (overly eager)

                    Where is he? Have you found Peggy?

                              WALT 

                    He’s in there…

INTERCUT -John and Leroy through the glass window of the office.

Walt puts his hand up holding John back.

                              WALT (CONT’D)

                    Now just…hold up a minute. 

                    You got the wrong guy.

                              JOHNNY

                        (in disbelief)

                    What do you mean the wrong guy? 
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                              BRUCE 

                    Yah!…we’re like the Canadian Mounties…

                    we always get our man…well John does.

                              WALT

                    Well not this time. The guy has an 

                    air-tight alibi for the night Peggy      

                    disappeared…and there’s no physical 

                    evidence…

                              JOHNNY

                    But…what about the car?

                              WALT

                    Claims he bought it off some kid 

                    for a few hundred dollars…we’re 

                    having it dusted for prints but.
John pushes passed Walt into the office…Bruce follows shrugging his shoulders.

                              JOHNNY

                        (accusingly to Leroy) 

                    Where is she!




                              LEROY

                    I told them!… I don’t know nothin’ 

                    about no girl!

ON THE ROBERTS 

The Roberts are also in Walt’s office…Mr. Roberts stands 

up glaring at John.

                              MR. ROBERTS
                    What do you think your doing!

                        (turning to Walt)

                    What the Hell is he doing here! 

                    I thought I made myself clear I didn’t 

                    want him involved.

                              LEROY

                    Is this the guy who says I took that girl?
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INTERCUT - LEROY  / JOHNNY

                              WALT

                    Everybody…just…settle down. 

                    Mr. Roberts…

Walt puts his hand on Mr. Roberts’ arm…who flings it off 

in anger. 

                              MR. ROBERTS 

                    What kind of police work is this! 

                    Instead of looking for my granddaughter                

                    your…following some…lunatic on a…

                    wild goose chase! 

Walt, John and Mr. Roberts are in a huddle arguing…Leroy 

walks over.

                              LEROY

                    Hey…you.  

                        (forcefully taps the 

                         back of John’s shoulder)

                    HEY! 

John turns from Mr. Roberts and looks up to see Leroy standing over him…John reaches out and grabs a hold of Leroy’s coat, wanting to ‘see’ what really happened.

VISION - EXT. STREET - CAR -DAY

Standing by the car is Leroy…handing a few hundred dollar bills to a young man TIM,17, whom John now realizes is actually Peggy’s  boyfriend. Tim takes some belongings from the car…puts his arm around Peggy…they walk off together. 

RESUME - INT. WALT’S OFFICE - JOHNNY

John still holding onto Leroy’s jacket…looks up just in time to see Leroy’s fist coming at his face. John is knocked to the floor at Ms. Roberts’ feet.
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Walt and a deputy move on Leroy, pulling him back. 

Walt has had it with this melee and really starts 

taking control of the situation. 

                              WALT

                    That’s it ! Mr. Roberts…Please…wait outside!

 
       (angry, turning to Leroy) 

                    And You …I already have enough to 

                    book you on…So unless you’d like to 

                    spend the night in a holding cell…

                              LEROY

                        (aggressive, in Walt’s face)

                    For What!  

                              WALT

                    One count of assault for starters…

                    would you like to try for two? 

                    Against an officer that’s what…

                    three to six minimum.

Walt stares him down and Leroy backs off. 

                              WALT (COND’T)

                    John...you okay?

John, still on the floor…wipes his bleeding lip…nods ‘okay’ up to Walt…Ms. Roberts reaches down to help him up, putting her hands on his arm…
VISION - INT. PEGGY’S ROOM 

Ms. Roberts and Peggy arguing as Peggy shoves some 

things into a knapsack. 

                              MS. ROBERTS

                    I just don’t want you to make the 

                    same mistake I did.

                             PEGGY

                   Is that what you think of me!

Peggy running out of the house…getting in her boyfriend’s car as her mother watched…wiping her eyes.
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RESUME - INT. WALT’S OFFICE - JOHNNY - getting to 

his feet.

                              JOHNNY 

                    She wasn’t abducted…she ran away 

                    from home.

INTERCUT - JOHNNY/ MS. ROBERTS - looking guilty and regretful.


                              WALT

                    John, I’ll handle this from here…

                    Bruce…

                        (gesturing to Bruce  

                          get him out of here)

                              JOHNNY

                    Wait…WAIT! There’s something you 

                    don’t know…

                              WALT

                    I think I can handle it.

                              JOHNNY

                    Ms. Roberts… tell them…about the fight…

                    about her boyfriend… about Peggy… 
Walt is trying to back John out the door…putting his hand on John’s chest.

RAMP TO JOHNNY- CLOSE SHOT

FLASH - Walt…his uniform morphing into a black suit…his hand turning up to hold something resting on his shoulder - SHOT WIDENING - shows Walt as a pallbearer.

VISION - EXT. CHURCH STEPS

Walt as a pallbearer…carrying a casket down church steps…the casket is slid into a hearse…door slams shut.

RESUME - INT. WALT’S OFFICE - JOHNNY 

John stands there looking stunned…Bruce pulling at him 

to get moving.
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                              BRUCE 

                    Come on John…it’s obvious they 

                    don’t want you’re help here. 

They start walking down the hall - GROWING LONG SHOT - John glancing back. 

        DISSOLVE:

EXT.  PENOBSCOTT SHERIFF’S DEPT. - EVENING - ESTABLISHING 

INT. WALT’S OFFICE - INTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION

Phone ringing…extension light flashing…hand picks up receiver…raises it- SHOT WIDENING  to show it’s Sarah answering the phone.

                              SARAH

                    Hello…Penobscott Sheriff’s Department…

                    Sheriff Bannerman’s office. 

INT. SMITH HOUSE  - INTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION 

                              JOHNNY

                    Sarah?

                              SARAH

                    Yah…Johnny?…Is everything alright?

                    Walt told me what happened…

                    how’s your jaw.

                              JOHNNY

                        (touching his chin)

                    Fine. You should see the other guy.

                              SARAH 

                    I did, that’s why I’m asking. 

                              JOHNNY

                    Is there any chance I can talk to Walt.

                              SARAH

                    No…
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CUT TO JOHNNY - looking a little surprised by her response.

                              SARAH (CONT’D O.S.)

                    He’s out on a call…I’m just down 

                    here running a few errands…and…
RAMP to Johnny’s face…receiver to his ear.

JOHNNY FLASH – A hazy picture of Sarah standing in front of him…sweetly smiling…holding a small bouquet of flowers…a soft breeze blowing her hair.
RESUME 

Johnny looking puzzled and distant, it’s wonderful yet 

disturbing.

CUT BACK TO SARAH

                              SARAH  
                    Is something wrong?…Johnny?        

                              JOHNNY

                    A…no…just ask Walt to give 

                    me a call when he gets back.

                              SARAH

                    Of course I will.  Are you sure 

                    you’re okay?…you sound…

CUT TO JOHNNY

REPEAT JOHNNY FLASH - Sarah with flowers.

 Johnny paused, looking detached from conversation.

                              SARAH (CONT’D O.S.) 

                    Johnny?…Are you still there?

                              JOHNNY
                        (looking unsettled)

                    That’s a good question. 

                                                   FADE OUT:
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EXT. SMITH HOUSE - EVENING - ESTABLISHING

INT. LIVING ROOM


                    

PANNING living room to BRUCE seated in front of the television, snacking on something, engrossed in what he’s watching. John is lying asleep on the sofa.

CAMERA MOVING IN ON JOHNNY 

John appears to be slightly reacting to a dream he’s having.

NIGHTMARE / VISION - INT. EXPERIMENTAL FACILITY

John sees himself walking down the gray, empty corridor of some unknown place (looks clinical)…there are almost ambient like sounds of anguished voices.

John passes by different rooms in which men in white lab coats are using what seem to be questionable methods on less than willing test subjects.

RESUME - INT. LIVING ROOM - JOHNNY REACTING 

Bruce is in the foreground - FRONT SHOT -his eyes glued to the screen. He glances back briefly at John, resting behind him on the sofa, his sleep has become fitful causing Bruce to take notice but not seriously.

                              BRUCE 
                        (almost amused)

                    Hey…John…wake up man…you’re having 

                    a nightmare. What’s the matter… 

                    ol’Leroy come back for round two.

CLOSE SHOT ON JOHNNY - ASLEEP - REACTING TO HIS DREAM

NIGHTMARE / VISION - CONTINUED - INT. EXP. FACILITY

Proceeding slowly down the corridor…John is stopped by a voice that says -

“Come in doctor, we’ve been waiting for you”.  
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INT. OPERATING ROOM

John looks in at an operating room where people in surgical garb are standing around a man lying on a table. He looks down and sees that he is dressed the same…realizing they mean him…he slowly walks in and over to the others. 

As John lowers his eyes to the figure on the table, he sees that his scrubs and gloves are now bloodied. The man on the table begins to turns his face towards John… before he can see who it is A FLASH OF LIGHT WHITES OUT EVERYTHING
JOHNNY’S POV -  

FLASH OF LIGHT repeatedly swipes passed his eyes flooding his vision. Between the flashes John can see that he is lying on an operating table. The blurred image of a SURGEON…masked, wearing a head light…is leaning over him. The surgeon reaches in with a bloody glove, then a nurse leans into frame.
NURSE

90 over 60…80 over 50…60 over 40

…we’re loosing him doctor…

FINAL SWIPE OF LIGHT WHITES OUT EVERYTHING AGAIN  
INT. MORGUE

JOHNNY -CLOSE SHOT…his eyes flash wide open – 

SHOT WIDENING -  John finds himself lying on metal 

table covered only with a sheet…to his right John sees another person lying on a table exactly as he is. Two workers read off a number and name…then push the slab the person is lying on into the wall. John realizes to his horror that he’s in the morgue, lying in a cadaver draw. 
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JOHNNY’S POV - 

looking straight up…you hear the words …

                             INTERN
                    number 24, John Smith 

…and with a slam the draw closes into complete darkness.
RESUME - INT. LIVING ROOM - JOHNNY REACTING 

John’s sleep becomes suddenly violent…Bruce…hearing something’s wrong…again glances back at John.

                              BRUCE

                     John…

                        (does a double take)

                     JOHN!   

Bruce jumps up…tossing aside a bowl of chips (or whatever)…rushes over to wake him up. John opens his eyes but is still locked in this dream/vision…can’t catch his breath

WIDER ANGLE - Bruce shaking John, calling to him, trying 

to snap him out of it. 







                 
         






                                                

DISSOLVE: 

INT. JOHN’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

PANNING BEDROOM- John is now sitting up in his bed. 

Dr. Weber has generously paid a house call and is just finishing up taking John’s blood pressure. 

                              DR. WEBER

                    Well it’s pretty normal…considering. 

                              JOHNNY

                        (eyeing the doc suspiciously)                    

                    Sorry to get you all the way out 

                    here for nothing…I didn’t think 

                    you guys made house calls anymore.
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                              DR. WEBER

                    When one of the hospital’s major 

                    contributors gets the hiccups we do.

                    Besides…I wouldn’t call this nothing, 
                              BRUCE 

                    Could you say that again.

                        (driving it home)

The doctor places a couple of pills in John’s hand. 

                              BRUCE 

                    Wait…what is that?        

                              DR. WEBER

                    Just a mild sedative.

                        (to John) 

                    It’ll help you sleep.

                              JOHNNY

                    per chance to dream? No thanks.

                              BRUCE



 Go ahead John…I could use the rest.

                              JOHNNY

                    Is that how these work. I take 

                    them and he gets a good night’s sleep…

                    another miracle of modern medicine.

                              DR. WEBER 

                    You should listen to your friend. 

                    You know it’s true what they say …

John looks at them for a second then tosses the pills into 

his mouth.Dr. Weber…pleasant smile…holding out a glass of water…
John takes it.

JOHNNY FLASH – the Surgeon’s bloody glove handing him the glass.

RESUME - JOHNNY – PAUSED (has taken the glass from him)

                              DR. WEBER (CONT’D O.S.)

                    …you can be your own worst enemy. 
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JOHNNY - SEMI CLOSE - his eyes turning slowly up to the 

doctor.

                              BRUCE (O.S.)

                    That must go double for John.

John takes a necessary gulp of water to wash down the pills. 

SHOT HOLDING ON JOHN - eyeing Dr. Weber suspiciously as he and Bruce leave the room. 
INT. SMITH HOUSE - STAIRCASE INTO LIVING ROOM – 

CONTINUOUS

Bruce is walking the doctor out…down the stairs and into the living room.

                              BRUCE 


                    I can’t thank you enough doc, 

                    he really had me worried for a minute there…
                    and I’ve seen just about the worst of it.   

                              DR. WEBER

                    I’m just glad I could be of help. 

                    Besides…what would the Reverend think 

                    if I refused a local celebrity…

                    Not to mention personal friend.   

They stop by the chess game…the pieces on the board 

are in play…the doctor looks down admiringly at it.

                              DR. WEBER (CONT’D)

                    Which side are you?

                              BRUCE

                    White…ever since the accident 
                    John’s been more on the ‘dark side’.

Dr. Weber picks up the black king…turning it over in 

his hand.
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                              DR. WEBER

                    It mustn’t be much of a game…I mean…

                    if your opponent knows your next move.

                              BRUCE

                    That’s the idea…it’s like therapy…

                    only in reverse…to teach John control…

                    how to get his mind to stop working. 

                    He still usually wins…but this time 

                    I’ve got him.

                        (smiling, contemplating the game) 

                    I’m just two sweet moves away from 

                    checkmate…and unless he uses that 

                    X-ray vision of his he won’t see 

                    this one coming.  

Bruce turns and resumes leading the doctor out…Dr. Weber pauses behind for an instant. 

                              DR. WEBER

                        (to himself)

                    No…he won’t. 

TIGHT SHOT - the doctor’s hand placing the chess piece back down on the board…lying it on its side. 

TIGHT SHOT HOLDS ON BLACK KING.


FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

FADE IN:

EXT. BANNERMAN HOUSE - FRONT STEPS - MORNING 


      

John goes to the Bannerman house to apologize to Walt, hoping they can talk about the Peggy Roberts case. John knocks on the front door…Sarah opens it.

                              SARAH

                    John…This is a surprise. 

                              JOHNNY

                        (putting his hand to his face) 

                    I just came to see Walt…I know I’m the 

                    last person he wants to see right now.

                              SARAH 

                    He’s not here.

                              JOHNNY 

                    When I called the office they said 

                    he took the day off.

                              SARAH

                    Yah…he took little Johnny to a 

                    ball game. 

John nods…stands there looking awkward.

                              SARAH(CONT’D)

                    Is there something else?

                              JOHNNY

                    Could I come in for a minute?

Sarah holds open the door and John steps inside. 

INT. BANNERMAN - LIVING ROOM




CAMERA MOVING IN ON JOHN AND SARAH (seated opposite each other)
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                              JOHNNY

                    I just want you to know…

                    whatever happens…

                              SARAH 

                    Like what Johnny?  


       (smiling unconcerned) 

                    What’s going to happen? 

                              JOHNNY

                    Nothing…I’m just saying…if ever 

                    something should…you and Johnny are 

                    all taken care of…just ask Purdy…okay? 

                        (studying her face, 

                         like it’s for the last time)

                              SARAH

                        (tone concerned, curious)

                    O--kay.  Are you sure everything’s 

                    alright? You sound a little…strange…

                    even for you. 

                              JOHNNY 

                    I’ve been doing a lot of thinking 

                    lately …we never did talk about our 

                    night together. I get the feeling 

                    sometimes it’s pretty obvious how 

                    awkward things have been between us. 

                              SARAH

                        (lighthearted sigh) 

                    It’s had it’s moments.  

                             JOHNNY

                    I just wanted you to know I hold 

                    myself responsible for what happened…

Sarah lowers her eyes and nods acknowledging their mutual mistake

                             JOHNNY (CONT’D)

                    …but I’m not sorry it did.

Sarah now looks up a little surprised by his words. 
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                              SARAH

                    Neither am I. If I could go back now, 
                    I wouldn’t change it. 

                              JOHNNY

                    You see…the way I figured it…

                    God owed me …owed us one more chance.

                    But I never should have taken advantage 

                    of the situation…of you. 

                              SARAH

 
       (smiling, shaking her head) 

                    You didn’t. You see, I had 

                    it figured out about pretty much the                     

                    same…(deep breath)…and that night…

                    when I went over there…I guess I was 

                    hoping you did too. 

INTERCUT - John and Sarah exchange a knowing smile. 

                              SARAH (CONT’D)

                    Is that what this is all about Johnny? 

                    For a minute there you were really 

                    beginning to scare me. 

Sarah places her hand lightly on top of his.

JOHNNY FLASH - the same hazy vision again of Sarah 

holding flowers.  
RESUME 

John has unknowingly grasped her hand…he now abruptly 

lets go. 

                              SARAH

                    What is it Johnny? 

                              JOHNNY

                        (serious, expression distant)

                    Nothin’…it’s just…He doesn’t owe 

                    me anymore. 

                                                         FADE OUT.
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EXT. THE ROBERT’S HOUSE - DAY 

Dana standing outside the Roberts’ home interviewing Peggy’s mother.

                              DANA

                    Is there anything you’d like to 

                    say to your daughter if she’s watching…

                    or to the person responsible for 

                    her disappearance.

                              MS. ROBERTS

                    Peggy, if you can hear me…I love you 

                    and I’m sorry honey…we’re both so 

                    worried about you.

                    Please Peggy…come home.

INT. SMITH HOUSE - LIVING ROOM 

                              DANA (VIA TV)

                    This is Dana Bright reporting 

                    from the Roberts’ home.

PULLING BACK - SHOT WIDENING TO SHOW DANA’S REPORT ON TV

ON JOHNNY…paused watching…holding the remote…clicks off the TV.

SHOT WIDENING as John turns and sits down at the chess board opposite Bruce.

                              JOHNNY

                    It’s my fault she’s still out there…

                    feeling alone, scared …and her mother…

                    they had a fight. She knows more 

                    about this than she’s telling…

                    if I could just talk with her again…

                              BRUCE
                    Slim chance of that after the 

                    other day… I’ve never seen Walt 

                    so angry.
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                              JOHNNY
                    I caused him to act too fast…

                    now what chance does Peggy have.

TIGHT SHOT ON GAME - John almost grabs the king…moves a 

different piece. 

                              BRUCE

                    John…you’re a psychic not a super hero…

                    Okay. You can’t keep the whole world 

                    out of harms way…it’s not your job.  

                              JOHNNY

                    I know it’s not my job, it just 

                    feels that way.

                      (beat)

                    It’s your’s.

                              BRUCE 

                    What?

                              JOHNNY

                    Your move. 

                              BRUCE

                    Oh, Look…John…you have’ta stop letting

                    things tear you up so much. You push 

                    too hard an’…you fall even harder. 

                    The Doc is right…you should give it a       

                    rest…before it gives you a permanent one.  

INTERCUT - John looks up sharply from the game and at Bruce.

                              BRUCE(CONT’D)

                    We’ll find a way to get through to 

                    the Roberts…in the meantime…

                              JOHNNY
                        (sigh)

                    In the meantime…

                              BRUCE

                    Checkmate! 
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Bruce defiantly declares checkmate…John smiles…he has a counter move. John  picks up the black king and freezes. 

RAMP TO JOHNNY - SEMI CLOSE - INTENSE EXPRESSION

                              BRUCE (CONT’D O.S.)

                    What’s the matter John…

ON BRUCE

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                        (eyes down scanning the board)

                    …didn’t see that one coming?… John?

VISION - INT. PSYCH. TESTING LAB

Johnny is seated at a small table in a room something like a psych testing lab. He is blind folded…hooked up to machines monitoring his brain waves. His hands are on the table in front of him, one hand still gripping the chess piece.

RESUME - INT. LIVING ROOM - CHESS GAME - JOHNNY REACTING 

Johnny, still seated at the game, but obviously ‘someplace else’ he tries to remove blindfold that really isn’t there.

                              BRUCE 

                    John?

Bruce gets up from his chair and starts moving over to him. 

VISION - INT. LAB - CONTINUED 

Sitting across from John is an UNIDENTIFIABLE MAN wearing a lab coat (we see only glimpses of him) CAMERA circles the table 360. On the table between them are a few objects…the MAN puts the first object - a gun - in John’s empty hand.

(‘VIV’ – denotes visions within a vision – they are short and rapid)

FLASH – (VIV) - a hand…John’s hand…aiming and firing the gun…killing someone who appears to be of importance, maybe a real unsolved assassination. 
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RESUME - CHESS GAME - JOHNNY REACTING - SHOUTING

                              JOHNNY 

                    NO!

Bruce is at John’s side tugging on his arm.

                              BRUCE  

 

 What!…John ! What is it!

VISION  - INT. LAB - CONTINUED

 John drops the gun…the monitors going crazy. Standing behind John is another man, LAB ASSISTANT, recording all this on a clipboard. 

UNIDENT. MAN - TIGHT SHOT on his mouth as he speaks, 

the voice is familiar.

                              UNIDENTIFIED MAN

                    What did you see…Answer me!

John won’t answer…shakes his head fighting to hold back any reaction… 

TIGHT SHOT - his fist clenching the chess piece even tighter. 

The man grabs John’s wrist and places his hand on some papers on which are printed a mess of letters, numbers, and symbols. 

FLASH - (VIV) - the mess of code or an equation (of scientific importance that can possibly change the world, for the worse) rearranges itself in seconds to the correct solution in front of him.  

Scientists working in a lab…the deadly results of it’s discovery…people dying…falling down in the streets.
 RESUME - CHESS GAME - JOHNNY REACTING 

Bruce at John’s side still trying to reach him, pull him 

out of it.
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VISION - INT. LAB - CONTINUED 

                              UNIDENTIFIED MAN

                    What does it say…you have to tell me! 

                        (growing angrier)

                    You have no right to keep this to 

                    yourself. How is this possible!

                    Why are you able to see these 

                    things while men like me are 

                    stumbling in the dark!  

UNIDENTIFIED MAN reaches across the table grabbing a firm hold of John’s hand pulling him in closer over the table - RAMP to John’s face. 

(VIV) - INT. OPERATING ROOM 

JOHNNY’S POV -

He’s lying on an operating table looking up at people in surgical garb (same scene from his previous dream). The Surgeon picks up a surgical drill…leans in closer and pulls his mask down…it’s John’s own face but not his expression.

SURGEON / JOHNNY

I’m going to get inside your head one way

or another Johnny…your way…or my way.      

With those last words the Surgeon guns the drill.  

( too dark?)
RESUME - CHESS GAME - JOHNNY REACTING  

At the sound of the drill John leaps up from the chessboard knocking it over…Bruce is nearly thrown back.

FLASH - the sound of the drill…the light…doctors looking down at him.

RESUME - JOHNNY REACTING

Johnny, panicked, freaked he stumbles backwards over his cane and onto the floor. 
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Johnny fumbles backward, his hands searching for something to defend himself with…he grabs the cane… stands up and lashes out at what ever is in front of him (what he can’t see) accidentally striking Bruce who is trying to gain control. Bruce manages to take the cane from John knocking him to the floor. John finally drops the chess piece and passes out. Bruce sits down near John…dazed and out of breath…his head bleeding.

INT. UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL - DR. WEBER’S OFFICE

John has been admitted into the hospital. Bruce and Purdy are in Dr. Weber’s office discussing John. 

Dr. Weber is CENTER SHOT seated behind his desk. 

                              DR. WEBER

                        (flipping the pages 

                         of the thick file) 

                    I’ve been going over the file on 

                    Mr. Smith…and frankly…I’m amazed 

                    something like this hasn’t happened                  

                    sooner…someone in his delusional state… 

Bruce, angered by the doctor’s attitude, he stands…pleads his case for John. 

                              BRUCE

                    John isn’t delusional! He has visions! 

                    Real ones…of Real people…things that 

                    Really Do Happen! Doesn’t it say 

                    that in your file!  

                              DR. WEBER

                    Yes… it also shows his reactions 

                    to these…‘visions’ are becoming 

                    progressively worse and unpredictable… 

                    in this case…even violent.

                              BRUCE

                    I told! you already…it was an accident!
                    John wasn’t attacking me!     

                        (toning it down) 
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CONTINUED: 

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    Look…I admit…sometimes the lines 

                    get blurred a little. John doesn’t 

                    just see these things…okay…he lives them. 

                    When he’s there  (gesturing) 

                    he’s not here. He didn’t know what 

                    he was doing.

                              DR. WEBER

                    Precisely… in light of the test 

                    results and these recent episodes…

                              PURDY

                    Recent…episodes?

Purdy…caught off guard by the doctor’s words…gives a startled glance over at Bruce who turns away…slightly shaking his head.

                              DR. WEBER

                    I’m convinced he could be a danger 

                    not only to himself but others as well. 

                    I’d have to recommend that he be placed 

                    under my care…against his will if 

                    necessary…for his own good.

                              BRUCE

                    I know John…and that definitely 

                    would not be for his own good!

                              DR. WEBER

                        (to Purdy) 

                    You are his legal guardian…

                    aren’t you?

                              BRUCE

                    Gene…you can’t be considering this! 

                    You know John isn’t dangerous. 

                              PURDY

                        (looking very conflicted)

                    Well Dr. Weber is most respected neurologist 
                    in his field. You know I only want 

                    to act in John’s best interest,
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CONTINUED: (2)

                           BRUCE

                    Then don’t do this.

INTERCUT - CLOSE SHOTS - BRUCE / PURDY / DR.WEBER - his eyes shooting back and forth between them.

                           BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    Just…let me talk to him… see if I 

                    can get to the bottom of this..please. 

Purdy lowers his eyes and nods in agreement. SHOT HOLDS ON PURDY…as Bruce gets up and walks out of the room in the background. 

                              DR. WEBER

                    I sympathize with your dilemma. 

                    But the fact is…that boy, gifted 

                    or not is a walking time bomb.

INTERCUT - PURDY - his eyes still lowered in thought.

                              DR. WEBER  (CONT’D)


                    I wouldn’t want to be the one 

                    responsible when it goes off…
CUT BACK TO PURDY - SEMI CLOSE SHOT

                              DR. WEBER (CONT’D O.S.)

                    …do you?

Purdy’s eyes snap up, alarmed by the thought.

INT. JOHN’S HOSPITAL ROOM

John is standing by the bed dressing, Bruce appears in the doorway behind him. 

                              BRUCE

                    What are you doing out of bed?…

                    an’ why are you getting dressed!
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CONTINUED: 

                              JOHNNY

                    ‘Cause…if I walk down main street 

                    wearing one of  those ventilated 

                    night gowns  I’ll be arrested for 

                    indecent exposure…and I already get 

                    strange enough looks from the people 

                    in this town.

                              BRUCE

                    John your not going anywhere! Not until 
                    we figure out what’s going on with you. 

                              JOHNNY

                    Neither one of us have that kind 

                    of time. Besides…if I don’t get out 

                    of here right now I may not be leaving 

                    the same way I came in.

                              BRUCE 

                    What’s that supposed to mean John? 

                    I keep asking straight questions and 

                    all I’m getting back are cryptic answers.

                              JOHNNY 

                    At the moment that’s all I’ve got…

                    your just gonna have to trust me.

                              BRUCE

                    Trust You…you’re gonna have to do 

                    a lot better than that this time John.                               

                    An’ why should I trust you ?
                    when you obviously don’t trust me. 

                    I’m beginning to think maybe there 

                    is something to what they’re saying.
                              JOHNNY

                    And what’s that.

                              BRUCE

                    Well…basically…that your brain 

                    is fried… and they’ve got the lump 

                    on my head to prove it . 
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                                                                        JOHNNY

                      (winces-at the 

                       thought what he did) 

                    Your wrong Bruce…right now you’re 

                    about the only person I do trust.

                              BRUCE

                    Then give me something more to 

                    work with John. 

                        (raising his voice, gesturing)

                    Do you know what’s going on in there! 

                        (pause) 
                    Purdy’s about to use his power of 

                    attorney to have you committed to 

                    this hospital!

John stops and snaps his head around to look at Bruce. 

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    That’s right! At this moment, 

                    I’m the only thing standing between 

                    you and them.  Who do you think 

                    Purdy’s gonna listen to…huh…the chief 

                    of neuro-surgery or a burnt out psychic 

                    who’s medical knowledge is based on 

                    Ben Casey reruns.

                              JOHNNY

                    Birth, death, infinity…it’s all there Bruce…
                    I’m pretty sure about the ‘death’ part anyway…

                              BRUCE

                    If you’re intent on keeping what’s 

                    going on in your head a secret that’s 

                    just fine by me…but I think I at least 

                    deserve and explanation for bump on mine.

John lowers his head, shaking it remorsefully.
                              JOHNNY

                    I’m sorry about that…I am…
DEAD ZONE: ALL THE KING’S MEN – ACT THREE



CONTINUED: (3)

                              JOHNNY (CONT’D)

                        (tone flaring back up)

                    But as long as I can walk out of 

                    here on my own two legs No one’s 

                    gonna stop me…Not Purdy, 

                    Not the doctors…and Not You!

                              BRUCE

                    Give me one good reason why I shouldn’t. 

John turns away from him, not listening or answering. 

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    I mean it John! You’re not making 

                    any sense. An Lately you’re… You’re 
                    acting  totally irrational!

                              JOHNNY  

                       (shouting)

                    You would too if you saw yourself 

                    lying in the Morgue!
INTERCUT - intense exchange of looks…John turns away from him. 

                              JOHNNY 

                        (calm, serious)

                    I’ve had visions like this before…

                    and I’ve always been able to change 

                    them…but this time… 

                        (turning to face Bruce)

                    something…or someone is making sure 

                    they all lead in the same direction…

                    ending with me lying in the morgue.

                              BRUCE

                    For God Sakes John! How could you 

                    keep something like this to yourself!

                              JOHNNY

                    After this passed week…and everything 

                    with Stillson…I know it’s crossed 

                    your mind more than once that I might 

                    be loosing it… Hell…it’s crossed mine. 

                    How can I expect anyone to believe what 

                    I don’t believe myself.
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                              BRUCE

                    Listen John…after what I’ve seen…

                    or you’ve seen… no matter how crazy 

                    your acting…I’d doubt my mind 

                    before I would yours.

                              JOHNNY

                    Yah…well…you might feel differently 

                    if you knew who it was.

                               BRUCE

                    Why?…Who is it?…Stillson…Purdy? 

                    It’s not Me.

                               JOHNNY

                    Vincent Price.

INTERCUT – Bruce looking quizzically at him 

(like ‘what?’)

                              JOHNNY (CONT’D)

                    Boris Carloff…

                    the Abominable Doctor Phibes…
                              BRUCE 

                    Maybe I…should…(gesturing)…

                    get the doctor.

                              JOHNNY

                    You asked me. Look, I can’t see exactly what…

                    who it is. It’s like I’m in one of those bad 

                    B-horror Movies where the mad scientist 

                    is trying to steal your brain.

                               BRUCE

                    You mean like…Abbot and Costello 

                    Meet Frankenstein?
                               JOHNNY

                    No more jokes Bruce…someone’s trying 

                    to get inside my head…literally…

                    and he’s not going to stop until 

                    I’m dead. 
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John sits back down on the bed…eyes lowered, shaking 

his head.

                              JOHNNY (CONT’D)

                    I don’t know…maybe they’re right 

                    about me this time.

                              BRUCE 

                    Na…no man, they’re not right. 

                              JOHNNY

                    What about the lump on your head 

                    to prove it.

                               BRUCE

                    You were fighting off old Boris…

                    I just got in the way. 

                              JOHNNY

                    And the next time you get in the way? 

                               BRUCE 

                    There’s not going to be a next time.

                              JOHNNY

                    You got that right, because until 

                    I can figure this out I want you to 

                    keep a safe distance.

                              BRUCE 

                    This is so typical of you John…

                    you unload something like this on me 

                    and then tell me to stay away… 

                    it ain’t gonna happen.

                              JOHNNY

                    You have to admit…there’s a chance 

                    they could be right.
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                              BRUCE

                    I’m willing to take that chance. 

                              JOHNNY
                    Well I’m not! You’re the only 

                    Person in the world I can call 

                    a friend…I don’t want you to get 

                    hurt because of it. 

                              BRUCE

                    John…I don’t know what I’m doing 

                    here any more than you do, but as 

                    the song goes ‘there’s a purpose for 

                    everything.’ Whatever in the cosmos 

                    made you what you are…brought us together…

                    I don’t know…but I do know it’s for a                    

                    reason…and I’m not going to abandon 

                    you when you need me the most.

                    Whatever…whoever is at the bottom of this…

                    I’m gonna see this through with you.

                              JOHNNY 

                        (sincere)

                    No way I can change your mind?

                               BRUCE

                    No more than those doctors can change 

                    yours. 

John has finished getting himself together, they have 

both moved over to the door.

                              BRUCE 

                    From now on no more secrets…but…a…

                    for now…maybe it would be a good 

                    idea not to mention ‘Vincent Price’ 

                    to anyone else.

John breaks a smile and nods in agreement…Bruce hands 

John his cane.

FLASH - EXT. CEMETERY -DAY

JOHNNY’S POV -  looking up from an open grave…Bruce kneeling down at the edge looking in.

DEAD ZONE: ALL THE KING’S MEN – ACT THREE


CONTINUED: 
                              BRUCE

                    End of the road old friend…

                    you won’t be needing this anymore.

SLOW MOTION - Bruce drops John’s cane down into the grave…the sound of it hitting the coffin resonates.

RESUME - JOHNNY CLOSE SHOT - the sound still echoing in his ears.
DISSOLVE:
INT. SMITH HOUSE - MAIN ENTRANCE - NIGHT 

ON FRONT DOOR…bell ringing…John reaches in and opens it to see 
Ms. Roberts standing there…nervously clutching a worn looking doll in her hands.

                              MS. ROBERTS

                    Mr. Smith…if you really can tell me where 

                    Peggy is…I want you to try.

                        (holding out the doll to him)

                    This was her favorite doll…she’s had it ever                   

                    since she was a little girl…maybe you could…

                              JOHNNY

                    Ms. Roberts…I don’t think

                              MS. ROBERTS

                        (pleading, a little choked up)

                    Please Mr. Smith. 

INTERCUT - Ms. Roberts looking helpless / Johnny sympathetic.

INT. SMITH HOUSE - LIVING ROOM

Ms. Roberts is seated on the sofa across from John explaining the true circumstances of Peggy’s disappearance.

                              MS. ROBERTS

                    I’m sorry about not telling you the truth…

                    I was afraid. I don’t want to give you 

                    the wrong impression…my father is a good man…       

                    he loves Peggy with all his heart…                                                                                   
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                               MS. ROBERTS (CONT’D)

                    it’s just…the same thing happened 

                    to me when I was her age. I got pregnant 

                    with Peggy when I was only 16. My mother 

                    had died just the year before…it was 

                    really hard on him. I didn’t know if he 

                    could handle all this again…if I could. 


        (beat)

                    I said a lot of things I didn’t mean…

                    I just want the chance to take them back. 

TIGHT SHOT ON DOLL as Johnny takes it from her hands. 

FLASH - INT. PEGGY’S ROOM 

Peggy packing her knapsack…picking up her old doll…Peggy as a little girl cradling the doll…Peggy seeing herself as a real mother holding a baby.

RESUME - INT. SMITH HOUSE - JOHNNY 

                              JOHNNY

                    At the sheriff’s office…I saw a boy with her.  

                              MS. ROBERTS

                    That would be Timothy, her boyfriend. 

John stands and takes a few steps away from her –

TOWARDS THE CAMERA STEPPING INTO THE FOREGROUND. 

Ms. Roberts remains seated, anxiously watching as she 

continues to talk. 

                              MS. ROBERTS  (CONT’D)

                    I haven’t heard from either of them 

                    since the night Peggy called me 

                    from the Diner.

John grips the doll tighter…closes his eyes focusing 

on it.

FLASH - INT. SEEDY MOTEL ROOM

Peggy curled up in bed looking very ill, shivering…Tim is with her… looks really scared. 
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EXT.  ROUTE 18 MOTEL - (NEON SIGN SHOWING NAME/LOCATION)

RESUME JOHNNY 

JOHNNY - SEMI-CLOSE - opens his eyes (facing front into the CAMERA).It is understood he now knows where Peggy is. Ms. Roberts is still seated in the background (slightly out of focus).

SHOT HOLDS - DISSOLVING INTO FLASHING LIGHTS OF AMBULANCE AND SHERIFF’S CRUISER          

                                                                                   DISSOLVE:

EXT. UNIVERSITY HOSPTIAL - AMBULANCE BAY- ESTABLISHING





Ambulance and Sheriff’s cruiser with lights flashing… are parked outside the ambulance bay. Bruce’s car (?) is also parked there.

INT.  UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL - TRIAGE 

The ER DOCTOR walks over to the Roberts, Walt is with them.

                              ER DOCTOR 
                    Ms. Roberts…your daughter’s being 

                    treated for toxic shock. We’re going 

                    to keep her for a few days but it looks 

                    like she’s going to be okay.

                        (beat) 

                    Even with all the school and community               

                    programs to help prevent something 

                    like this we’re still seeing more and 

                    more of these illegal abortions lately…

                    and most girls aren’t as lucky as Peggy was. 

                              WALT  

                    Once she’s well enough maybe she can 

                    to help us identify the those responsible. 
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                              ER DOCTOR

                    I’ll take you in to see her now.

The Roberts walk passed Johnny who is seated near by…

he stands when Mr. Roberts stops in front of him, looking very ashamed for his previous actions.

                              MR. ROBERTS

                    I…don’t know what to say…

                    I’m sorry. How can I ever repay you

                              JOHNNY

                    Like said before…that isn’t necessary.

                    We both owe apologies…I’m just grateful 
                    for happy endings. 

The ER DOCTOR leads the Roberts away to see Peggy. 

John looks over at Bruce who is occupied talking with Regina…when a voice addressing him breaks in…  

                              DR. WEBER (O.S.)

                    I guess seeing is believing.

John turns to see its Dr. Weber…not sure of what to think.

                              JOHNNY 

                    My personal motto. 

                              DR. WEBER

                    I have to admit…I was a bit skeptical. 

                              JOHNNY

                         (thinking maybe he’s 

                          been wrong too)

                    We all make the wrong call sometimes. 

                              DR. WEBER

                    As long as you catch them in time, right.

                        (smiling)

                              JOHNNY

                         (half-smiles in response)

                    Sure makes up for all the ones that 

                    slip through your fingers.
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                              DR. WEBER

                        (eyes fixed intently on John) 

                    You know what they say…every man’s fate 

                    lies in the hands of another.

John’s expression changes as he looks curiously at Dr. Weber… then turns from him and starts to walk away…joining up with Bruce. 

INTERCUT TO DR. WEBER-who remains standing there…watching them go. 

LONGSHOT SLIGHT TILT - ON JOHN AND BRUCE - walking down the corridor towards the exit (from the ambulance bay)

IN THE FOREGROUND IS AN OBJECT OUT OF FOCUS - FOCUS SHIFTS OFF THEM AND ONTO CLOSE SHOT OF JOHN’S CANE - leaning against a chair… left behind in his haste…a hand reaches in and picks it up. 

EXT. HOSPITAL - AMBULANCE BAY - LIGHT RAIN

John and Bruce exit the building. Dana runs over to John pleading for a comment hindering him from proceeding. Bruce continues walking on ahead and to the car.

                              DANA

                    Johnny!

                              JOHNNY

                    Not now Dana…some other time.

                              DANA 

                    Another save like this and my editor says 

                    I’m gonna have to put your latest exploits

                    in the sports column.

                              JOHNNY 

                    I promise…tomorrow I’ll give you the 

                    whole play by play…just…

John takes a couple of steps away from Dana…when a voice 

calls out behind him.
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                              DR. WEBER 

                    Mr. Smith! You almost got away…

John stops in his tracks…looks back surprised to see it’s Dr. Weber…again. 

                              DR. WEBER (CONT’D)

                    That leg must be doing even better then 

                    we thought…you forgot this.   

Dr. Weber extends his arm holding out John’s cane - TIGHTER ON CANE.

John, without thinking, reaches for it…grabs it. TIGHT SHOT ON CANE - both John and Weber having a hold of it at the same time.

FLASH - John is hit by something physically jolting. We don’t see any image or vision just Johnny’s outward reaction to it. 

RESUME - JOHNNY REACTING 

Overwhelmed…John falls forward…putting his hand on 

Dr. Weber’s shoulder.

RAMP TO JOHNNY  (ANGLE FROM OVER WEBER’S SHOULDER)

FLASH - Dr. Weber appears dressed as the Surgeon standing there in front of him.

GOES INTO RAPID REPEAT OF IMAGES FROM PREVIOUS VISIONS
 in reverse order: 

FLASH - operating room…the surgeon, doctors standing over him.

FLASH -  psych testing lab… seated at table.

RESUME - Johnny gasps. 
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FLASH - party scene…John’s hand crushing the glass…the stranger’s HAND - reaching out - INTERCUT - to image of bloody surgeon’s glove - hand touching his back…SHOT WIDENING to show the hand belongs to Dr. Weber.

RESUME JOHNNY 

John looking ill, still leaning on the doctor to hold himself up.

                              DR. WEBER 

                        (deadpan) 

                    What’s the matter Johnny.

John’s eyes turn up to look at Weber…they exchange a look of recognition.

                              JOHNNY

                    You. 

Dr. Weber maintains a hold on John as he slowly drops to the ground -INTERCUT WITH A FEW MORE RAPID FIRE  FLASHES:
FLASH - JOHNNY’S POV - 

Weber/Surgeon (mask down) reaching down…we hear the NURSE’S voice again 

NURSE

…we’re loosing him doctor.

FLASH - JOHNNY’S POV -

A coffin lid closes shut on him.  

FLASH - IN. LAB

Johnny’s brain in a glass container…Dr. Weber experimenting with it. (He wants to be like Johnny, maybe we see Weber use a needle to draw something from John’s brain, then injecting himself -not realistic, but instantly symbolic of his intention.)
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RESUME 

Bruce now at the car…turns and sees what’s happening…rushes back over to John. Johnny is now lying on the ground, Dana and Dr. Weber kneeling around him.

JOHNNY’S POV -

…looking up at Dr. Weber… joined by Bruce quickly moving into frame.

                              BRUCE

                    John!

                              JOHNNY 

                        (gasping)

                    It’s you…

CUT BACK TO JOHNNY’S POV   

                              BRUCE

                    That’s right John… it’s me!

John’s vision slowly beginning to dim…Bruce’s voice 

growing more distant.

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    John…john…

OVER VIEW DIRECTLY ABOVE - PULLING BACK - LIGHT RAIN FALLING 

Bruce, Dr. Weber and Dana kneeling around John…other medical personnel rushing out of the hospital and over to where they are. 

FADE OUT.  

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE IN: 

INT. HOSPITAL - NIGHT  (RESUMED FROM FIRST SCENE 

OF TEASER)

(This is where the song “Total Eclipse of the Heart” 

would be cued to start playing as a very low underscore. 

The scene is mildly choreographed to it, but it’s 

NOT absolutely necessary.)
Bruce, Sarah, Purdy and Dana in a close circle talking to Dr. Weber. 

                              SARAH

                   I don’t understand it…just last 

                   week Johnny was talking about taking 

                   his class on a nature hike…how could 

                   this come on so suddenly? 

                              DR. WEBER

                   Unfortunately, we don’t know enough 

                   about how Mr. Smith’s brain works 

                   yet to understand what’s happening either. 
                   All we can do is try to keep him stabilized…

                   and wait.

                              BRUCE

                   I have to thank you Doc…you’ve 

                   been there every time John’s 

                   needed you. 

                              PURDY 




Yes…thank God we can at least be grateful 
                    John has you on his side. 

SEMI-CLOSE ON SARAH - Walt’s hand appears on her shoulder…she turns responding to him…SHOT WIDENING to include Walt. 

                              WALT

                    I have to go.

Walt pulls Sarah to him…wraps his arms around her…

she hugs him back. 
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                              SARAH

                    I think I’ll stay a little while longer.

                              BRUCE

                    Don’t worry, I’ll take her home. 

Sarah slips out of Walt’s embrace and goes into

Johnny’s room.

INT. JOHNNY’S HOSPITAL ROOM - (MUSIC GROWING LOUDER)

(The montage of images that make up about half of this scene are mostly from previous shows, specifically pleasant and painful, emotionally and physically intimate moments between Johnny and Sarah, also ones depicting John’s feelings of alienation and isolation from everyone else, always on the outside looking in. 

I have described here only a few of the most memorable images from previous episodes. There are too many available and usable for this montage to go into further detail. The repetitive phrase “turn around” – (played throughout the entire song) might occasionally cue a FLASH of Johnny from a previous episode - some dramatic or  notable instant in which John actually turns or looks into the camera.)

Sarah slowly walks in and sits down at John’s bedside. They are not supposed to touch Johnny because any unnecessary contact could endanger his life, but Sarah can’t help herself, she lightly brushes her fingers over his hair, his face.  Each time she touches John he gets a FLASH from past moments the two of them have shared. 
                                SARAH

                    Not again Johnny…you can’t do this to 
                    me again…

                        (sighs) 

                    …Johnny.

Sarah tentatively takes hold of John’s hand…she threads her fingers through his. 
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MUSIC- refrain kicks in full force “Every now and then I fall apart”… 

VISION - Johnny is pulled into the moment with her…sees himself sitting up in bed holding her hand…speaking 

to her. 

                              JOHNNY

                   Sarah…it’s okay…I’m alright.Sarah?
But she’s still in tears, unreachable, and he doesn’t know why…(he thinks what he is experiencing is real, at first, not a vision)…John wipes a tear from her face.

FLASH - John standing at Sarah’s side…wiping a tear from her face…she’s dressed in black…crying…she doesn’t acknowledge his presence.  

MONTAGE BEGINS - (images from past episodes) 

The lines of the song are extremely compatible to John 

and Sarah’s relationship. The verse “Once upon a time I 

was falling in love…” cues lighter images of them

together before the accident, and a few of the happier stolen moments after.

FLASH - “Wheel of Fortune” - Johnny and Sarah in janitor’s closet at school…with Sarah at the carnival…in his convertible.
FLASH - Various clips of their tender moments from “Neatherworld” -which can go for both before and after. “Ascent” -experiencing life with Sarah in Walt’s place. 

Johnny is constantly pulled out of these pleasant 

visions and into painful ones involving his lost life, 

as well as disturbing visions of the near future.

Verses like -“now there’s only love in the dark…” cue 

sadder, darker images of John and Sarah after the 

accident and how they are continually pulled apart. 

Any of the numerous brief clips from various episodes in which they keep their distance while exchanging the odd longing look, alone or in public.
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FLASH -“Wheel…” - night of the accident, leaving Sarah at her at her doorstep in the rain - six years later - Sarah visiting John after he wakes from the coma, (outside on the hospital grounds) the episode “What It Seems”  has a few - Sarah and Johnny talking in the Smith house kitchen. “Neatherworld” -Sarah kisses John goodbye. “Destiny” - John and Sarah making love.

The second verse in particular it is uncannily descriptive of Johnny’s sense of isolation and his relationship with Sarah from the beginning - “you’ll never be the boy you always wanted to be…” cues a few rare clips from Johnny’s childhood.

FLASH - poignant images of Johnny as a boy (how he was different even then) “Wheel…” - on the ice pond, the instant where the boy turns and holding hands with little Sarah. “Destiny”- meeting Stillson as a kid selling bibles, looking out window.

MONTAGE OF PREVIOUS JOHNNY & SARAH CLIPS ENDS - JOHNNY’S PRESENT VISION CONTINUES 

INT. INDISCERNABLE SURROUNDINGS (SHADOWED)

As the song goes into the last refrain with the words “Every now and then I fall apart…” REPEAT VISION - John again finds himself standing at Sarah’s side …she’s dressed in black…crying…still unreachable.

John’s eyes follow Sarah’s hand - CLOSE SHOT  as she reaches down to something…someone in front of them.  John sees it’s his own image lying there in a coffin. 

JOHNNY - CLOSE SHOT - his eyes flash open - SHOT WIDENING - as the Johnny consciously having this vision realizes that he is now lying in the coffin.

As Sarah touches him he grabs hold of her hand…she reacts in surprise and horror (as one understandably would).

DEAD ZONE: ALL THE KING’S MEN – ACT FOUR


CONTINUED: (4)

RESUME - INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - SARAH REACTING

She jumps up startled but excited to see John responding…squeezing her hand. 

INTERCUT TO JOHNNY - fighting to wake up for real.

                              SARAH 

                    Johnny! JOHNNY!


(calling to the others)

Bruce!…Dr. Weber! 

Dr. Weber and Bruce rush into the room and over to John pushing Sarah away.

TIGHT SHOT - their hands being pulled apart…John opens his eyes.

The moment the song crescendos to the words - “I really need you tonight…” Dr. Weber reaches down and touches him. Johnny is immediately seized…his body frozen…his arm still reaching out for Sarah…her name caught in his throat.

MUSIC - final line of last refrain-“…nothin’ I can say total eclipse of the heart”

JOHNNY’S POV- CLOSE SHOT ON SARAH - 

…an expression of pain on her face, looking on helpless - SHOT FADING OUT - as Johnny fades out (not completely to black)
FADE IN - TO CONTINUATION OF JOHNNY’S VISION

VISION - EXT. CEMETERY - DAY - OVERCAST

(MUSIC - song is softly winding down - “Turn around 

bright eyes…”)
SARAH SEMI-CLOSE SHOT - the picture is hazy, she has a slightly off smile, a light breeze is blowing her hair.  SHOT WIDENING - she’s standing face to face with John…holding a small bouquet of flowers.
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John reaches to meet her hands when she suddenly kneels down and puts the flowers at his feet…slowly stands and turns and begins to walk away from him. 

Johnny watches Sarah - INTERCUT - SHOT WIDENING - as she walks away with Walt, his arm around her and his son.

Johnny is left standing alone on his grave as the music plays out.

”Turn around…”

ANGLED OVER VIEW - PULLING BACK 

FADE OUT: 

FADE IN:

EXT.  SMITH HOUSE - NIGHT - ESTABLISHING  - 

OVER VIEW - MOVING IN
INT. LIVING ROOM 

Sarah is standing facing CAMERA, her eyes studying the room…Bruce walks up behind her with a mug of hot coffee.

                              BRUCE  

                    You okay?

                              SARAH

                        (sigh)

                    Yah. Just visiting some old ghosts

                              BRUCE



This place has plenty of those.

Bruce hands her the mug.

                              SARAH

                    Thanks…and thanks for bringing me here…

                    I didn’t want to go home just yet.    

                        (eyes scanning the room)
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CONTINUED:

                              SARAH (CONT’D)

                    Growing up this place was like a second home, 

                    I saw me and Johnny growing old together 

                    in this house. Just goes to show you …

                    you can’t believe everything you see.

                              BRUCE

                    Unless your John. 

                        (lowering his eyes, shaking his head) 

                    He saw this coming. 

                              SARAH

                    What do you mean?

                              BRUCE

                    Lately…John’s been having some pretty 

                    disturbing visions about the future 

                    …his future…or lack of it.

                               SARAH

                    I knew something was wrong. That day 

                    he came to the house…he sounded so 

                    strange, 

                        (lowering her head)

                    like he knew it was the last…time… 

                    he was going to speak to me.
                              BRUCE 

                    If there’s one thing about John, 

                    he’s got more lives than a cat. 

                              SARAH 

                    Which one is this, I’ve lost count. 

                              BRUCE 

                    It’s not the last one…we’ve just got to 
                    figure this out.


            (beat)

                    John told me he felt that…someone was 

                    behind it all …working against him 

                    somehow.





SARAH 

                    Who?
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                              BRUCE

                    He couldn’t see…just that it was 

                    someone close.


       (pacing, pondering it)

                    This all started the night of the party…

                    but no one’s been anywhere near John 

                    since then…except us.

                              SARAH 

                    What about the Roberts?

                              BRUCE

                    Na…it doesn’t fit. Besides, John was better 

                    when he was helping them.

                        (beat)

                    You haven’t seen…anyone who looks like…

                    Boris Karloff…hangin’ around lately…

                    have you?

INTERCUT - Sarah’s puzzled expression.

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    Never mind. 



      (beat)

                    There’s got to be something we’re missing. 

Sarah, also slowly pacing around the room as they talk, her foot hits a small object that rolls on the floor in front of her…she bends to retrieve it.
TIGHT SHOT on Sarah’s hand as she reaches down…picks up the black chess piece -king.

ANGLE FROM BEHIND CHESS SET IN FOREGROUND - BRUCE IN THE BACKGROUND 

                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    But if John couldn’t see it…how could we
TIGHT SHOT as Sarah’s hand places the king on the board with a ‘knock’. The sound gets Bruce’s attention…he turns his head in its direction.
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SHIFT FOCUS ONTO BRUCE IN THE BACKGROUND

Bruce’s eyes are caught by the chess piece…he stops mid-sentence…walks over to the chessboard (facing the CAMERA)…picks up the king…the wheels turning.

QUICK SEQUENCE OF FLASHBACKS FROM PREVIOUS SCENES

FLASH BACK: REPLAY ACT 2 - SCENE CLIP - DR. WEBER ADMIRING 

THE CHESS SET   (LIGHT FLASH INDICATING FLASHBACK)

DR. WEBER 

…which side are you?

BRUCE  

…ever since the accident John’s been 

more on the dark side.

TIGHT SHOT as Dr. Weber picks up the black king.

DR. WEBER  

…can’t be much of a game if your 

opponent knows you next move.

RESUME - BRUCE -SEMI CLOSE - LOOKING CONTEMPLATIVE
Bruce has walked over to the chess set and picked up the king… pondering over it…Sarah (in the background) watching Bruce…seeing he’s  deep in thought.

                              SARAH

                    What is it?

                              BRUCE 

                        (low, mindful)

                    Doctor Weber. 
                    He was here…at the house. 

                    and that night of the party.

                              SARAH

                    House call…He’s certainly taken a 

                    personal interest in his welfare. 
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ON BRUCE - SEMI CLOSE – DEEP IN THOUGHT
FLASH BACK: REPLAY ACT 3 - SCENE CLIP – DR. WEBER’S OFFICE

DR. WEBER

…I’d have to recommend that he 

be placed under my care…against 

his will if necessary.

FLASHBACK: REPLAY ACT 3 - SCENE CLIP – 

JOHNNY’S HOSPITAL ROOM 

JOHNNY 

It’s like I’m in one of those 

bad horror movies, where the 

mad scientist is trying to 

steal your brain.

FLASHBACK: AGAIN TO WEBER HANDLING THE CHESS PIECE 

dubbed over with Bruce’s recalling of his own words…

FLASHBACK: Johnny recoiling at Weber’s touch examining his hand.

BRUCE 

…he won’t see this one coming.

RESUME - BRUCE - EPIPHANY

                              BRUCE 

                    Hey…wasn’t…Frankenstein a doctor?

                              SARAH 

                    What?  

Bruce, still standing at the chessboard, turns to Sarah…he starts moving.

                              BRUCE

                    Come on!
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                              SARAH

                        (puzzled)

                    Where are we going?

                              BRUCE

                    Back to the hospital.

                              SARAH

                    Why?…what’s wrong?

                              BRUCE

                    For John’s sake…I hope I am.

INT. WALT’S POLICE CRUISER - TRAVELING  

Walt behind the wheel driving…radio buzzes…he picks 

it up (call patched through).

                              WALT

                    Yah Dan, what’s up?

INT. BRUCE’S CAR - TRAVELING - INTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATION
Bruce behind the wheel, Sarah is with him (the phone is 

on speaker).

                              BRUCE (O.S.- OVER PHONE)

                    Walt! it’s Bruce. 

                              WALT

                    Bruce? What’s goin’ on?…is Sarah okay!

                              BRUCE

                    She’s fine, she’s with me…it’s John. 

                              WALT



                    What do ya’ mean?… he isn’t…

                              BRUCE

                    No…at least I hope not                        

                    Listen Walt…you have to get back to the                

                    hospital as fast as you Can!
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                              BRUCE (CONT’D)

                    I’m on my way there now but I’m 

                    too far out of  town, I won’t make 

                    it in time.

                              WALT

                    In time for what? Bruce, what is 

                    this about? I’m on a call. 

                              BRUCE
                    It’s the doctor Walt, Dr. Weber. 

                    He’s the one who’s been doing this to John…
                    an’ now that he knows John knows…

                    he’s not gonna give him another 

                    chance to tell us.

                              WALT

                    Bruce…are you sure about this?…you expect… 

                              BRUCE
                    As a friend of mine said…

                    your just gonna have to trust me.

                              SARAH

                    Walt…Please. 

                               WALT (O.S. - OVER PHONE)

                    Okay, okay…I can be there in five minutes.

We hear a click (or relative noise) as Walt hangs up on  

the other end.

BRUCE - CLOSE SHOT - BEHIND THE WHEEL

                               BRUCE  

                        (to himself)

                    Five minutes John…right on schedule. 

INT. HOSPITAL - JOHNNY’S ROOM

Walt approaches John’s room…hearing someone’s voice he 

stops outside the door and peers in. We see Dr. Weber 

standing by Johnny’s bedside looking down at him. 
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CONTINUED: 
                              DR. WEBER

                    Can you see it Johnny…what we’re going 

                    to accomplish together.

                              WALT (O.S.)

                    A little late to be making rounds…

                    don’t you have nurses for that.

Dr. Weber looks up…startled to see Walt standing in the 

doorway.

                              DR. WEBER

                    I promised his friend I’d check 

                    on him personally.

                              WALT

                        (cutting him off)

                    As a matter a’ fact…I made the 

                    same promise. Ya’ strange thing…
                    he seems to think someone’s tryin’ 
                    to hurt John.

Walt steps into the room - INTERCUT - Dr. Weber…

looking bewildered.

                              WALT (CONT’D) 

                    Yah…he has this crazy idea…

                    it’s you.

Dr. Weber gives a little laugh (how absurd).

                              WALT (CONT’D)

                    Yah…Well…usually I think Bruce is hanging  

                    around John so much, some of that 

                    is rubbin’ off… 
                    but…he did say I’d find 

                    you here…an’ there you are.

                              DR. WEBER 

                    You’re not actually entertaining this 

                    absurd notice…are you?

                              WALT

                    Like I said…I don’t know what to believe…
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                              WALT (CONT’D)

                        (turning serious)

                    but until I know what’s goin’ 

                    on here for sure…I’m askin’ you to 

                    just…back away.




                        (beat)

                    Just doin’ my job.

                              DR. WEBER
                    AS am I. Now if you don’t mind, 

                    I have a patient to attend to.

Dr. Weber moves closer to Johnny.

                               WALT 

                    I’m afraid I do.

A distinct sound causes Weber to stop and turn…he sees 

Walt has drawn his gun.

                              DR. WEBER

                    I’ll have to warn you sheriff…

                    if you’re looking for a lawsuit…

                    you just got one. 

Weber reaches down to touch Johnny, calling Walt’s bluff.

                              WALT

                        (adjusting his grip on the gun)

                    Don’t.

Dr. Weber defiantly puts his hand on John…nothing happens. John remains unconscious but stable…there’s no change.
                              WALT 

                    You look more surprised then I am. 

                    I guess even in that vegetative state you 

                    put him in, he can see how this is 

                    going to end and in this vision you’re 

                    the one in the morgue.

Dr. Weber snaps his head around to Walt - INTERCUT - then looks back down at Johnny (disbelief). CLOSE HOLDING ON WEBER - looking defeated…it’s over.

DISSOLVE:
DEAD ZONE: ALL THE KING’S MEN – ACT FOUR

EXT: UNIV. HOSPITAL - FRONT ENTRANCE - STEPS - TWO DAYS LATER

Bruce and Walt are standing on the steps to the main entrance of the hospital.

                              BRUCE

 

 I can’t believe he’s going to get away 

                    with what he did to John…almost did. 

                              WALT

                    It makes me just as sick as you, but legally 

                    my hands are…

They stop talking as Dr. Weber walks passed them…exchanging a look.

                              BRUCE

                        (out loud, for Weber to hear)




What are you waiting for Walt…

                    Shoot Him!

(I don’t know about that line, but it’s what everyone 

would be thinking)

                              WALT






(out loud)

                    Can’t do that…

CAMERA ANGLE UP…as Dr. Weber continues down the steps (foreground)Bruce and Walt behind him at the top of the steps (background).

                              WALT (CONT’D)

                    …too many witnesses!

Dr. Weber stops a few steps down…WITHOUT TURNING…addresses Walt.

                              DR. WEBER

                      (cocky)

                    You wouldn’t shoot a man in the back…

                    would you?

                              WALT

                    You know what they say…there’s a 

                    first time for everything.

DEAD ZONE: ALL THE KING’S MEN – ACT FOUR



CONTINUED: (2)

                              DR. WEBER 

                       (looking back, sarcastic grin)

                    Isn’t this where you’re supposed to 

                    tell me never to show my face in this 

                    town again. 

                              WALT

                    Now that you mention it…Yah. 

                              DR. WEBER

                    I may be leaving empty handed…

                    but I was sent here with a message…

                    and it’s been delivered. 

Dr. Weber continues down the steps…a black limo sedan swings over and stops in front of him…he opens the back seat door. Bruce pursues him down the steps.

                              BRUCE  

                    Hey!…What’s that supposed to mean? 

                    What message!

Dr. Weber turns back to them with an arrogant smirk… gets into the car and slams the door shut. Walt…reaching Bruce…they watch as the car drives off.

                              WALT 

                    God only knows what he had planned 

                    for John. 

                              BRUCE 

                    No…John does too. 

WIDER SHOT - Bruce and Walt turn and walk up back the hospital steps.

INT.  HOSPITAL - JOHN’S ROOM 

John is sitting up in bed (mostly recovered). Sarah, Dana, Purdy and Kennedy are already there…Bruce and Walt enter the room.

                              WALT 

                    Well…he’s gone.
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                              SARAH 

                    You let him go!

WALT

What was I supposed to hold him on…

suspicion of tampering with a psychic?

KENNEDY 

In this case it might not be so off. 

I’ve been looking into this Dr. Weber…

seems he cut his teeth in PSYOPS.

BRUCE

Psy-what?

KENNEDY

Psychological Operations…it’s a 

division of the military that 

specializes in strategic head games. 

BRUCE

Would that be anything like…

brain stealing?

KENNEDY

It’s supposed to be just a lot of 

political propaganda and public relations…

but I can’t exactly see your Dr. Weber 

handing out Hershey bars. If you ask me,  

for a man with a god complex, who’s life’s work was about getting inside people’s heads…Mr. Smith’s would be quiet a trophy 

to have on his wall.

PURDY 


(guiltily to himself)

And I almost handed him over. 

BRUCE

Hey man…the next time you tell me 

someone’s trying to get inside your 

head I’ll listen better.
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 KENNEDY (O.S.)

‘All’s well that ends well.’

ON JOHNNY- SEMI CLOSE - expression like ‘Yah, you can 

say that, it wasn’t you’ - as Kennedy speaks, passively

dismissing his ordeal…
BRUCE

Thanks to old Walt comin’ in with 

guns blazing… just like the cavalry. 

Walt smiles bashfully (like it was nothing). Sarah is 

sort of clinging to him.

DANA

Can I use that?

WALT 

Just doin’ my job.

JOHNNY 

If it weren’t for you my brain would 

be floating around in a petree-dish 

about now. I really owe you.

WALT
You just do your job and let me 

know if you see something coming 

my way.

John smiles in agreement.

Sarah puts her arms around Walt…looks up at him with admiration ‘my hero’.

JOHNNY - CLOSE SHOT - his smile fading as he watches 

them.

DANA - SEMI CLOSE - as she ponders the news story.

DANA

‘The plot to steal Johnny Smith’s 

brain’…my editor is never gonna 

believe this one.
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ON BRUCE, PURDY AND KENNEDY - in a huddle on the other 

side of the room.

BRUCE 

He said something about a ‘message’ 

being delivered.

PURDY

How insidious. You don’t think there 

could be others behind this do you…

the military? What else did you 

find out?

KENNEDY

Not much. Weber’s records are classified 

top level security…even my contacts 

couldn’t access it. Whatever he was 

involved in…someone went through a lot 

of trouble to bury it.

BRUCE

The question is…who dug up that 

psychotic egomaniac. 

KENNEDY 

My guess is…an even bigger one.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

OPTIONAL FINAL SCENE

INT. ESTATE HOME (GEORGIA) - PARLOR - LATE AFTERNOON

TIGHT SHOT - a lady’s hand holding a bottle of brandy…pouring some into a glass…a man’s hand gestures ‘enough’…picks up the glass and raises it to his face 

SHOT WIDENING- to reveal it is Greg Stillson (his expression -‘I can get used to this’)…seated in wing back chair in the parlor of a clichéd southern mansion.
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Stillson watches with interest as JULIA, 26 (General’s daughter-in-law, a doll faced blonde, typical southern belle) collects some cups and plates.

GENERAL, 60’s  (O.S.)

You can leave that for now Julia…

I’d like to talk with Mr. Stillson,

alone.

The young lady stops…without a word proceeds to leave the room. Stillson turns his head to admire her legs as she goes…contemplating something immoral. Greg snaps his head back to the General, seated behind a large desk, as he speaks.  

GENERAL (CONT’D)

(looking sadly in her direction) 

My daughter-in-law, poor girl…terrible 

thing to loose a child that way. 

My son’s stationed overseas right now…

it’s good for him, couldn’t be worse 

timing for her. They tried for three years…

(shaking his head)

…we all thought is was such a blessing…

and now…I can’t help but think somehow 

they’re paying for my sins.

STILLSON

God doesn’t work that way General.

GENERAL

 (looking remorseful)

We did some terrible things…or allowed 

them to happen.

CUT TO STILLSON - MEDIUM SHOT - sitting back in his 

chair…drink in hand.

GENERAL (CONT’D- O.S.)

Things a man like you couldn’t 

comprehend.
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CUT TO GENERAL 

GENERAL (CONT’D)

Who ever said idle hands are the 

devil’s playground never saw the 

ones I have in action.  

The General gulps down the last swig of his drink.

CUT TO STILLSON 

GENERAL (CONT’D- O.S.)

I’m sorry to keep unburdening my conscience 

on you. In my business you’ve got be 

careful who you talk to.
It’s been a 

long time since I’ve met a man I 

could trust.



CUT TO GENERAL

GENERAL (CONT’D)

I want to thank you for giving me this 

chance to pay back some of my social and 

moral debt. If I could help spare just 

one other family this pain…it’s the 

least I can do.

STILLSON

The people of Cleavers Mills and I are eternally grateful for your…incalculable generosity. If there is ever any way 

I show my appreciation…you just let 

me know. 

GENERAL 

Actually, there is something…I would

like you to talk with my daughter in law. After dinner tonight I’ll leave the 

two of you alone…maybe you can help 

put the spirit of God back into her.





STILLSON

I’ll give it my best try.  
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Stillson picks up a picture frame off the General’s desk (view from back of frame)…his eyes studying the image it holds. 

STILLSON (CONT’D)

Your granddaughter?

GENERAL

Yes…that’s her…that was my Savannah.

PICTURE IN FRAME - CLOSE SHOT - as it is replaced on the desk…we see it is a picture of little girl, about 7 years of age, with a beaming smile wearing an equestrian riding cap…engraved boldly in the frame is the name SAVANNAH.

  FADE TO BLACK.

THE END
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These are just some comments addressing a few of the decisions 

I made while writing my teleplay.

I wasn’t certain if the teleplays submitted had to be up to speed with the current episodes. I reasoned that this would not be likely, to a certain degree, since writers already working on ideas could not anticipate the direction of the new weekly shows being aired. (For example: Bruce’s now deceased Pt Cruiser had appeared in my script.)  So, I remained true to my original plot which is flexible.

This plot DOES NOT involve ‘dueling psychics’. We have seen how severely Johnny can be effected mentally and physically through his visions; the character of Dr. Weber merely had the intent, power, and opportunity to inflict such future distress on John as to endanger his life. The character of Greg Stillson did not actually intend to cause Johnny’s death, at this time, he sent Dr. Weber to ‘play’ with Johnny’s head, the doctor’s own intentions however were much more literal; you just can’t trust anybody.

I am aware that some of the imagery in my teleplay is very similar to that used in the second season episode “Ascent”, for example: the rain, the funeral and grave scenes, ‘death’ putting his hand on John’s shoulder, Johnny watching Sarah and his son walking away with Walt, etc. All of the most dramatic imagery and dialogue that make up the vital substance of my script was in place prior to the second season even airing, as unbelievable as that sounds. When I had started this Johnny hadn’t been thrown out of so many homes by irate parents yet, or had quite so many ‘near death’ experiences. I was at first extremely dismayed by all of these developing similarities, which continued to occur the longer I held onto my script. However, upon reflection, I thought perhaps it was the best example of how in tune I was with the shows mood, themes, and visual direction. The only time I knowingly referred to any specific up-to-date scenes from the actual show was for use in the montage, as it was only logical. 

When I began seriously writing this, my intention was to create a gripping one hour teleplay. My initial concern was how to reach at least 45 pages, but as continued formatting my script into a professional teleplay, it quickly grew passed the 60 mark. 
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Once I finally accepted the fact that there was no way I was going to bring this in anywhere near even 65, I decided to just focus on my story and the characters, as the show had inspired me to do, 

and give it the best I had. As I tied all the loose ends together and finalized my script it dawned on me that what I had here was possibly the makings of a two-parter, theoretically speaking. I don’t know how valid that conclusion is, or if the plot actually warrants such attention as to excuse me for over stepping the line by so much, but I do know there is already enough material here to take it more than half way into a second episode and with no lacking of momentum or drama. It was not my intention to deceive anyone by submitting a double script under the cover of one, this just happened spontaneously as the script continued to grow. Once it was done I did not dare over step the line even further by officially converting it into a two-part episode. I do have a very good idea of how it would be done though, beginning simply by renumbering the Acts. Acts 1 through 3 would become 1 through 4. What is now Act Four would go to make most of the substance of the entire second half with the addition of a couple of scenes pulled from the first 3 Acts (example: Johnny’s visit, intimate talk with Sarah could be recalled by her in retrospect) plus a few new scenes that could be written to stretch it as needed. 

Of course the script could instead be cut down. The optional ending scene with STILLSON and the GENERAL was created back when I had felt I was falling short of the required page number. This scene also brings the script a good full circle but is not necessary, in fact, this entire scenario can be cut. Additional elements which I am aware could be edited down or out completely include:
Purdy’s phone conversation with Stillson , Purdy’s talk with John about Stillson, John’s talk with Sarah, phone conversation of the UNIDENTIFIED MAN ,  as well as the entire ‘Peggy’scenario.

I chose however to keep them in, I felt they were a subtle yet crucial part of the plot’s delicate development. Most importantly, I wanted you to see how I could work with the characters; they are what made this so enjoyable to write, resulting in what I feel is an equally entertaining read.
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Regarding the CD of “Total Eclipse”, I had serious reservations about what would be thought of the idea. I respect completely that this show does not generally use such music as a device, however, in the course of any series it often becomes inevitable that a song like this is used to enhance the poignancy of a certain moment. I thought in that instance this could be one to make the exception. It is not as one might assume playing up to the shows romantic element, not exactly.  It is one of the most haunting songs I’ve ever heard, and as I listened to all the words for possibly the first time I was surprised to find how closely it paralleled the particular circumstances of Johnny Smith’s life. 
I dare say it’s practically the character’s theme song. This kind of synergy comes along only one in a thousand and even then such a connection is usually coerced and rarely this powerful. 

I highly recommend listening to the song (Bonnie Tyler’s original version) while reading over that scene.

The more I went over my script the more I began to second-guess just about every word I had written. I wasn’t sure what I had here anymore. I thought “what was I thinking?”, “what will the reader think?” It’s an extremely dark scenario to say the least, though the entire script was something that grew around the idea for a single touching scene in which Sarah is sitting at Johnny’s bedside. The most difficult aspect I find about writing is maintaining just the right focus. Become too immersed in your story, your words and you can easily stray from the ‘big picture’; step too far back, become too critical, and you loose that crucial perspective that made it all make sense, especially in the case of a show such as this. Whether or not my script is any good I honestly don’t know, but I did feel the show’s particular style came naturally to me. At the very least I feel I have given you a story and script worthy of the characters and actors.  I thank you sincerely for your patience and consideration.                                       

Angela C. Sanchirico             
LETTER  TO  SUBMISSIONS  AGENT

    Behind this letter you will find my Dead Zone teleplay “All The King’s Men”, I just thought it was appropriate to say a few words about what I have written and how it has found it’s way into your hands. I want to thank you for agreeing to read my script; this is an unusual procedure and I cannot express here how truly grateful I am that you are willing to share some of your valuable time. I would like to extend my thanks to Mr. Eric Stillwell for his efforts in getting my script to you, and to Mr. Piller himself for having the courage to make this generous offer. He is one of the very few men in his position who understands what an opportunity like this means to someone such as myself. Whether the purpose of this offer is truly to discover the untapped talents of aspiring writers or simply to give fans a healthy release for some of their enthusiasm, it is a wonderful gesture on the part of everyone involved and I thank you all. 

    This script comes to you as the result of a fateful misunderstanding. I had seen the show for the first time last fall, the first season finale to be exact, and discovered I’d been missing something pretty amazing. After watching a few of the reruns I was interested to learn more about the story line and the creators behind it; I knew there’d be a website, as there is for everything. When I read the writers’ guidelines, being somewhat of an ‘inspired’ writer, I was off and running with the beginnings of an idea before I realized shortly there after that I hadn’t read the guidelines through clearly; it was only an example not an invitation. I continued working on it for my own enjoyment and practice, even if it’s destiny is only to end up on the top of the pile of other such endeavors. A short time later the website posted Mr. Pillar’s offer, I almost could not believe it, the thought that something I wrote might actually end up in the hands of someone connected with the show. I must have read it ten times to make certain that this time there was no mistake. In response to the question “Do you have a Dead Zone script?” I replied, “Yes, I do, it must be fate”. 

   I have studied several of the official Dead Zone teleplays and I have tried my best to follow the provided instructions regarding format. That is why I feel I must be honest with you at this time and tell you, in case you haven’t noticed yet, that my teleplay comes in quite a few pages past the sixty mark. Please believe that I did not wish to carelessly flout the rules; I wanted to be as professional as possible in my presentation, which I have done with this one exception and for good reason. I take this unique, one time opportunity very seriously and would not wish to do anything to jeopardize it. I concluded that it is the strength of the writing that is most important, and so, with all other criteria being met as closely as possible, I favored on the side of creative showmanship. I have also included a page of comments regarding my own work; not making excuses but merely acknowledging and remarking on certain creative decisions I have made. 

    I have registered my script with the WGA as suggested, just in the event it should end up in the wrong hands instead of yours, for whatever it’s worth, if only to me. As I completed this script for submission I was filled with equal parts of enthusiasm and almost staggering self doubt, I questioned all of it as I knew others would and came away even less certain of what I had here in the end than when I began, that is why you are to be the judge. Whatever you think of it, I am happy just to know you’ve thought something. Writing is like that old riddle “If a tree falls in the forest and nobody hears it, does it make a sound?” I do not know exactly what reward may or may not lie at the end of this opportunity, but to be given the chance to have someone else read what I have written, and the thought that maybe it could reach some of the people who inspired it, I consider that already winning the prize.  Thank you. 

Sincerely,     Angela C. Sanchirico
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