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FADE IN:

EXT. COZMO HOUSE PORCH - DAY

CLOSE on a teenager’s face. His cute eyes are blinking 
staring at nowhere.

SCOTT (V.O.)
It’s summer.

PULL OUT to reveal SCOTT COZMO, 17, somehow naïve. He’s 
having a boring afternoon. He weakly sways on a swing 
he’s riding on.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Have you ever experienced, 
like you’re in the middle of 
boredom in a hot summer day. 
When suddenly, an idea sinks 
into you?

Scott’s face lightens, like he just thought of a very 
good idea. A CAR pulls in front of him. His mother, LORI 
COZMO, mid 30’s comes out. She’s carrying a pile of 
grocery bags.

SCOTT
Mom.

LORI
Hey, help me!

Scott runs to his mother, he gets the pile of grocery 
bags from her. Apples almost fall from it.

LORI
Watch the apples!

SCOTT
Yeah, I got it.

They enter their house.

AS THE DOOR CLOSES, TITLE CARD APPEARS: COZMO

START TITLE SEQUENCE:

We have quick and animated shots, music themed.
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INT. COZMO KITCHEN - SAME

Scott and Lori moved into the kitchen. Scott struggles 
in carrying the bags.

LORI
Put the grocery bags on the 
table first.

SCOTT
Okay.

He does. Lori pulls a mug out of a drawer; she takes a 
bottle of VODKA from the fridge. She pours it into her 
mug then sips.

LORI
Wow, it’s hot outside. Do you 
know what the temperature is? 
A woman in the supermarket 
collapses because she got 
dehydrated, I’m lucky it’s 
not me.

Scott grabs a remote and turns a TV on in the counter.

ON THE MONITOR: A WEATHER FORECAST

SCOTT
Oh, we’re lucky. Weather
forecast.

The two stops and listens.

NEWSCASTER (O.S.)
Good afternoon, fellow people 
of America, it’s hot, isn’t? 
Actually the temperature is 
38 degree Celsius and because 
of that on lemonade stands 
became more usable.

LORI
It’s hot. Indeed.

Scott glares at his mother.

SCOTT
Uhm, Mom?
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LORI
Yeah?

SCOTT
What’s a good thing to do in 
a hot summer day like this?

LORI
Well, summer jobs? Garage 
sale? Why?

SCOTT
I’m thinking about forming a 
band.

Lori’s face looks like it’s been struck by a lightning. 
She almost chokes on the Vodka she’s gulping.

SCOTT
You okay?

LORI
A band?

SCOTT
Yeah, since I’m starting to 
play the guitar.

Lori gulps all the remaining Vodka on her mug.

SCOTT
Why are you still drinking 
Vodka? It will make you feel 
hotter. Water is a great anti 
dehydration.

LORI
Why do you have to explain 
everything? Well, this liquor 
is healthy.

SCOTT
What? Who said that?

LORI
Wait; let’s get back to what 
you’re saying.
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SCOTT
I said I was thinking about 
forming a band.

LORI
Are you trying to commit 
suicide?

SCOTT
Well, bands are great.

Scott sits on a counter.

LORI
No. What good things will you 
get in forming a band? It’s a 
long process before being 
popular. Sometimes, drummers 
or instrumental players are 
not usually noticed.

SCOTT
I’m not thinking about being 
popular. Just want to try it 
out for fun.

LORI
Fun, huh? Oh well, be ready, 
I’ll be doing dinner. I’ll be 
making macaroni.

Scott smirks.

SCOTT
I’m heading to my room.

Scott headed upstairs.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Mom thinks I like her 
specialty macaroni.

INSERT PICTURE: Macaroni on a bowl sits on a table.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Mom is a sophisticated type 
of mom. I kinda hate her 
sometimes.
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INT. BUSY OFFICE - DAY

Lori is busy working up on some files and answering 
calls.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Mom works on an advertising 
company. She is fired 
eventually.

EXT. QUIZ BEE - DAY

A YOUNG SCOTT is reciting an answer in front of an 
audience.

SCOTT (V.O.)
On a quiz bee, when I was 12, 
she’s the widest mouth of all
the moms in the audience.

Lori does talks loudly, she chats with other MOMS.

LORI
That’s my son! That’s my son!

Young Scott rolls his eyes. Lori continues to chit chat 
with the other Moms.

LORI
He’s a total genius!

INT. CAR - DAY

TODDLER SCOTT sits on a baby chair on the backseat. Lori 
and Scott’s DAD scream wildly at each other. Toddler 
Scott stares at them with great confusion.

SCOTT (V.O.)
I don’t really know what 
happen at this moment. 
Probably Mom maybe doesn’t 
want to talk about it. By the 
way, that is my Dad.

Lori opens the car door then pushes Dad outside.
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SCOTT (V.O.)
I don’t know what gotten into 
her but she just pushes Dad 
outside.

LORI
Get out!

Outside, Dad is knocking on the car window.

SCOTT (V.O.)
That’s the last time I saw 
Dad. Mom just told me he is 
well, dead.

CUT TO:

INT. SCOTT’S ROOM - DAY

Scott enters his room; he swings the door open then 
closes it. He walks towards his TELESCOPE, he peers on 
it.

He dives into his bed. His phone rings.

SCOTT
(picking it up)

Hello?

INTERCUT:

INT. GORDON’S ROOM - DAY

It’s GORDON, 17, cute Asian, he’s wearing glasses.

GORDON
Hey freak, wanna hang out?

SCOTT
Sure! How about dining in a 
diner? My mom’s making some 
macaroni. It’s pretty gross.

GORDON
Aw, dude. Diner? That’s so 
gay!
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SCOTT
Then what?

GORDON
How ‘bout a little walk?

SCOTT
(sighs)

Gayer!

Scott stands furiously and swiftly gets outside.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREETS - DAY

Scott and Gordon are marching down the streets. They are 
walking a bunch of dogs.

GORDON
So dude, any plans for 
summer?

SCOTT
Yeah, I was thinking like 
creating a band!

GORDON
A band? Yeah, it’s cool, 
dude, but the thing is I 
don’t know how to play any 
musical instrument.

SCOTT
Well, I don’t know. How about 
we attend some classes?

GORDON
Classes? What? You got to pay 
for your mindless idea? When 
do you have this, anyway?

SCOTT
I don’t know, I just got 
bored and feel like doing a 
band.

GORDON
Good luck, dude.
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SCOTT
Wow, will I still consider 
you as a friend?

GORDON
Of course! Friends are great 
advisers! Trust me, dude. 
Don’t waste your time. 

SCOTT
Gordon.

A YORKIE sneezes.

INT. COZMO’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Scott enters; he wipes his muddy shoes on a mat. Lori is 
on the phone, Scott looks up.

LORI
(on the phone)

Yeah, I’ll tell him.

She spins her head.

LORI
Oh Scotty, you’re here.

Scott stares at his mother, suspiciously.

LORI
(on the phone)

Okay, I’m gonna call you 
back. Bye!

Lori puts the phone down.

SCOTT
Who’s that?

LORI
Grandma.

SCOTT
Really? What does she say? 
What’s the call for?
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LORI
Hmm, nothing.

SCOTT
She gonna waste a call for 
nothing?

LORI
Oh Scotty, you’re so clever.

Lori puts her hand on Scott’s shoulders.

SCOTT
Mom, is there something I 
should I know?

LORI
Yeah, you figured it out.

SCOTT
What is it?

LORI
Your Grandma called and since 
its summer, she wants you to 
take a fun summer vacation on 
her home.

SCOTT
What? I’ve got some plans?

LORI
Really?

SCOTT
No.

LORI
Scott, it’s once in a year.

SCOTT
Grandma is cool but --
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LORI
Buts are ill advised. Don’t 
you want that? You’ll gonna 
go back to your former 
residence. You’ll gonna meet 
your childhood friends again. 
Grandma will sure be happy if 
you would come.

A beat.

LORI
Deal?

SCOTT
Deal.

LORI
Okay, we got it settled.

SCOTT
Mom, when is this homecoming 
event?

LORI
Tomorrow.

SCOTT
Tomorrow? Jeez!

LORI
Pack your things now.

Lori headed into the kitchen.

LORI (O.S.)
Oh! The macaroni is ready!

SCOTT
(whispering)

I hate macaroni.

INT. SCOTT’S ROOM - NIGHT

Scott enters his room, he looks everywhere.

SCOTT
Bye for now.
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He visibly doesn’t want to leave home.

SCOTT
I better call Gordon.

He picks his phone and starts dialing.

INTERCUT:

INT. GORDON’S ROOM - NIGHT

The phone is ringing. Gordon is on his bed, he has 
headphones on his ears. He is not hearing it.

The phone still rings.

INT. SCOTT’S ROOM - NIGHT

Scott taps the phone several times.

SCOTT
What’s he doing?

He puts the phone down. Someone knocks at the door.

SCOTT
Come in.

It’s Lori.

LORI
Hey, Scott. Dinner is ready;
I’ll be waiting for you 
downstairs.

SCOTT
Yeah, Mom. I’ll be down for a 
while.

LORI
Okay. Hurry.

Lori closes the door; Scott rises then locks the door.

Scott grabs a backpack and starts packing his necessary 
things.
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LATER:

Scott is asleep on his bed. The CLOCK reads 11:38.

AN UPBEAT MUSIC STARTS TO PLAY.

INT. COZMO KITCHEN - MORNING

Its early morning. Lori is preparing some breakfast. She 
holds her breath and...

LORI
Scott, downstairs now!

The UPBEAT MUSIC continues to play.

CUT TO:

INT. SCOTT’S ROOM - DAY

Scott’s alarm clock is ringing. Scott reaches for it 
then presses it off.

SCOTT
Morning already?

Scott grabs the remote and turns the TV on, there’s a 
BAYWATCH marathon being broadcast. Scott sees the sexy 
bikini babes.

Lori enters, he turns the TV off. Lori sees it.

LORI
Nothing to hide from me, 
Scott.

Scott snickers.

LORI
I said downstairs now!

Lori pulls Scott’s sheets.

SCOTT
Five minutes.

LORI
No, now!
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Lori opens the venetian blinds, sunlight enters, 
blinding Scott.

SCOTT
Okay, I’m up.

INT. CAR - DAY

Lori is on the driver’s seat, she puts her seatbelt on. 
She is waiting for her son.

LORI
Some good music?

Lori turns the radio on. Scott is coming, he opens the 
door and seats on the passenger’s seat.

A beat.

LORI
All ready?

SCOTT
Think so.

LORI
Okay, let’s rock.

Lori reaches for the ignition, she starts the car.

LORI
Got someone you want to say 
goodbye to?

SCOTT
Well, maybe Gordon but no, he 
will not be happy about it.

LORI
Okay, let’s go on.

Then they’re off.
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SCOTT (V.O.)
Today marks my month long 
vacation on my grandmother’s 
house. To survive this, I 
bought some fun and valuable, 
“I hope” materials. Including 
my guitar.

On the backseat, there is Scott’s guitar.

SCOTT (V.O.)
A mystery novel.

CU - a novel sitting beside the guitar.

SCOTT (V.O.)
And a happy face.

Scott stares at the side mirror, he’s trying to make a 
face that is smiling.

INT. /EXT. CAR - DAY

Several sequences of the car driving.

INT. CAR - DAY

Lori is driving. Scott reads the novel.

SCOTT
(reading)

The Killer moves swiftly, he 
holds the long, beautiful, 
black hair of the agonizing 
woman, he stabs her then she 
stumbles lifelessly on the 
ground. She can see the 
Killer coming right to her 
with big, glowing, red eyes.

LORI
Is that thriller?

SCOTT
Yeah, romance thriller.

LORI
Wow, you’re into novels now.
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Lori looks at the rearview mirror and sees Scott’s 
guitar.

LORI
Oh, you brought your guitar.

SCOTT
Yeah, in case I get bored.

LORI
That’s not needed.

INT. /EXT. CAR - DAY

Again, several sequences of the car navigating deserts, 
green grasses and cities.

INT. CAR - DAY

Scott is sleeping. Lori drives with full focus.

INT. DINER - DAY

Lori and Scott stares at each other.

SCOTT
I just realized it’s too far 
away.

LORI
Like Neverland, huh?

SCOTT
Let’s hope the car won’t blow 
up.

A WAITRESS approaches them; she carries an order slip 
and a pen.

WAITRESS
Can I take your order?

LORI
Yes. Please.

Lori looks up at the menu.

LORI
Bacon.
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The Waitress writes it down.

LORI
Do you have vodka?

SCOTT
Mom.

LORI
What? Vodka?

SCOTT
Whatever.

WAITRESS
And how about you?

SCOTT
Me? I’m taking the drumstick.

LORI
Macaroni?

SCOTT
No.

LORI
Macaroni is your fave, right?

SCOTT
Actually, mom. No.

LORI
What?

SCOTT
Let me tell you this, I hate 
macaroni.

An awkward beat between the three of them.

CUT TO:

INT. CAR - NIGHT

Lori is driving. Scott just stares at the road.
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LORI
I’m shocked that you don’t 
want my specialty, my only 
specialty.

SCOTT
At least, I told you.

LORI
Well, let’s move on.

SCOTT
Mom, what benefits can I get 
in staying at Grandma’s 
house?

LORI
Benefits? Are you insane? 
What are you talking about?

Scott just stares at her.

LORI
Wait, you remember your 
childhood friend?

SCOTT
Which one? I have lots of 
childhood friends.

LORI
Remember Julie Carr?

SCOTT
(thinking)

Don’t think so.

LORI
She’s your crush.

SCOTT
Really?

LORI
Yeah, she still resides in 
CherryWood, as what of I 
heard.
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SCOTT
Well, I’m looking forward to 
see her.

LORI
You bet.

SCOTT
Ow, Mom, you’re never-ending.

EXT. CHERRYWOOD - NIGHT
Their car enters a small town. A BIG ARCHED SIGN SAYS:
"Welcome to CherryWood! You never know what's coming!"

LORI
Yeah, we never know.

INT. CAR - NIGHT

Scott is jarred from a slumber, he stares at Lori.

SCOTT
We’re here yet?

LORI
Yeah, just a few blocks away.

Scott opens his cell phone, no signal.

SCOTT
Crap! No signal!

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Grandma’s house is filled with WILD PRAIRIE FLOWERS. 
Trees covers the house roof, it’s so bright and cozy.

Lori’s car pulls in, they both exit. Scott heads on the 
trunk and grabs his bags. He stares at the house.

SCOTT (V.O.)
I used to live here when I 
was younger, it’s been years.

LORI
Hey Scott, we’re here.

SCOTT
Yeah, I think so.
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LORI
The house looks inviting. 
Haven’t here for a few years.

The house door swings open to reveal GRANDMA, early 
60’s. She runs to her daughter and hugs her.

GRANDMA
Lori!

LORI
Hey, Mom.

GRANDMA
I’m glad you made it.

LORI
I don’t think Scott is glad.

GRANDMA
What?

SCOTT
Uhm, hello?

Grandma turns and sees Scott, he’s not that little boy 
she remembers, not the little boy she used to gave a 
bath.

GRANDMA
Scott, is that you?

SCOTT
Yeah.

GRANDMA
It’s been forever.

They hug, Scott is obviously uncomfortable.

GRANDMA
Let’s get inside, I made 
macaroni.

SCOTT
A what?



20

LORI
I think Scott is really 
excited about the dinner you 
made.

SCOTT
Mom.

GRANDMA
Come on, let’s get inside.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

They all enter the house. Grandma is really happy about 
it. A LABRADOR barks at them.

GRANDMA
Shh! Sam! Sit down!

The dog whimpers and sits on the floor.

LORI
Sam? He’s cute.

GRANDMA
Give me your coats.

LORI
No, I got it, Mom.

Scott starts to scoot around the living room. He sees 
several band instruments at the wall and the ground.

SCOTT
What’s all of this?

Scott sees his Dad’s portrait with his other band mates. 
It’s dated 1995. He turns to them.

SCOTT
Is Dad a band member?

GRANDMA
He’s a band geek.

Lori cringes.
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LORI
Until the day he died.

INT. SMALL LOFT - DAY

FLASHBACK:

CLOSE on a crib where a Toddler Scott is crying 
terribly, this is unheard because Dad is playing some 
drums loudly. He’s a geeky, wears wristbands and some 
bandanas. The crying stops.

DAD
I knew it; you want the sound 
of the drums, right?

Toddler Scott cries again.

DAD
Don’t cry! Want another set 
of my awesome drum 
performance?

Lori enters, furious.

LORI
What the heck? He’s crying!

DAD
What? He loves drums.

LORI
No, let me tell you this. No 
one loves your music, even 
your band. You’re just a 
bunch of losers.

Lori grabs Toddler Scott then they went outside.

DAD
Why chicks can’t hold raw 
music?

He continues to play the drums.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

We’re back into reality.
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SCOTT
I don’t have any idea that he 
is.

LORI
Until now.

INT. BAR - NIGHT

ANOTHER FLASHBACK:

Dad performs in front of an audience, it’s really 
awkward. The audience is not participating.

Trying to impress the crowd, Dad jumps from the stage to 
the audience, the problem is, there is no one to catch 
him, and some of the audiences avoid him.

His head smacks on the ground, blood starts to drip out 
of his head.

SCOTT (V.O.)
As what Mom told me, he 
suffered hemorrhage. 

Audience stares at his unconscious body.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Later:

It’s dinner. The three of them are at the dining table. 
Scott glares at his mother. Scott sees the macaroni on 
the table. He clears his throat.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - LATER THAT NIGHT

Lori is leaving, she stands beside her car.

GRANDMA
You sure that you’re not 
gonna stay for the night?

LORI
Surely sure!

Lori jazzes her hands with the car keys on it.
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GRANDMA
It’s already like 5 minutes 
to midnight.

SCOTT
No one can stop Mom.

LORI
Oh Scott.

Lori wraps herself around Scott.

LORI
Good luck, have a nice 
summer. See you.

SCOTT
Thanks.

LORI
Bye, Mom.

GRANDMA
Take care.

Lori waves goodbye. She enters the car and starts it 
then she’s gone.

PULL OUT from Scott and Grandma.

GRANDMA
Let’s go inside. It’s getting 
cold.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - MIDNIGHT

Scott stares at his Dad’s pictures and memorabilia on a 
shelf. Grandma is watching TV.

GRANDMA
Hey, why don’t you watch some 
TV?

SCOTT
No, Grandma, I don’t really 
watch television that much.
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GRANDMA
Stop being sentimental over 
there.

SCOTT
I didn’t know Dad is a band 
geek.

Scott moves and sits with his Grandma.

SCOTT
How old was Dad when he 
entered this band thingy. 
When did he start being fancy 
or fond about it?

GRANDMA
You really love knowing 
things about your Dad, right?

SCOTT
I’m just curious.

GRANDMA
For what I remember, he’s in 
your age when he approached 
me about this. He built a 
band on the 90’s then he met 
your mother. He loved two 
only things in this world, 
music and his family.

SCOTT
I love it too.

GRANDMA
You’re interested in making a 
band?

SCOTT
Yeah.

GRANDMA
Your Mom will hate you.

SCOTT
Why?



25

GRANDMA
Cause your Dad has nothing to 
do with his life, he’s just 
band, band and band.

SCOTT
But you said Dad loved two 
things, family and music.

GRANDMA
Don’t know. Maybe Lori 
misunderstood it.

SCOTT
At least he’s not a criminal 
or a wacko.

GRANDMA
Really interested? Well, uh.

SCOTT
I’m getting serious about 
this, I think it’s crazy. 
Should I go for it?

There’s a beat.

GRANDMA
I don’t know. Just go! Don’t 
change what you want just 
because of what other say or 
what your mother’s opinion. 
Music is life.

SCOTT
Yeah, it is.

PULL OUT from them while watching a TV show.

INT. GUEST ROOM - NIGHT

Grandma turn the lights on, Scott is with her, carrying 
his own bags. The room is good, ventilated and very 
edgy. There are some music instruments and posters. 
Scott smiles.

GRANDMA
Surprise! This is your room!
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SCOTT
Wow, it’s good, I can sleep 
well in here.

Scott drops his guitar on the floor.

GRANDMA
Oh, is this your guitar?

SCOTT
Yeah, I bought it myself as a 
present.

Grandma headed into the window and opens it.

SCOTT
What are you doing?

GRANDMA
Oh this? Want you to feel the 
summer breeze.

SCOTT
Actually, it’s cold out here, 
unlike in ours, it’s so 
prickly hot.

GRANDMA
Here you go. Your room for 
the whole summer.

SCOTT
Thank you.

GRANDMA
I’ll leave you for now.

SCOTT
G’ night.

GRANDMA
Good night.

Grandma gets out. Scott looks around. He saw a MINI 
PIANO on a drawer, he plays it.

SCOTT
This is cool.
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INT. SHOWER - MORNING

Scott is taking a shower while humming a song.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Scott is scooting around. Grandma is at the kitchen. He 
unenthusiastically grabs his guitar; he starts to play a 
warm sound.

Suddenly, the doorbell rings. DING DONG. Scott stops.

SCOTT
Whose that could be?

GRANDMA (O.S.)
Scott, will you open the door 
for me?

SCOTT
Yeah! I got it.

He stands and leaves the guitar. He swings the door open 
to reveal JULIE CARR, 17, she’s GORGEOUS, bubbly and bad 
ass looking with this unusual bob cut hairstyle.

Scott freezes.

SCOTT (V.O.)
What’s this? An unusual 
hurdle of fate. I felt a 
sudden beat pumping on my 
chest.

Julie looks at him.

JULIE
Hi.

SCOTT
(trying to hide 
his 
admiration)

Who’s this?
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JULIE
Julie, I live blocks away. Is 
Grandma there? I have to take 
back something I borrowed.

SCOTT
Yeah, she’s here. Just a 
moment.

Julie waits. Scott and Grandma arrive at the doorstep.

GRANDMA
Hey Julie, what brings you 
here today?

JULIE
Morning. I’ll just bring the 
karaoke back.

A KARAOKE is on a truck’s compartment.

GRANDMA
Scott.

SCOTT
Yeah?

GRANDMA
Bring the karaoke on the 
basement.

SCOTT
Actually, that seems too 
heavy.

GRANDMA
For Julie.

SCOTT
Oh yeah, for Julie.

Scott moves into the lawn into the parked truck, he 
starts unfastening some chains attached on the karaoke.
He drags the karaoke down, it hits hard.

GRANDMA
Come on.

Scott is struggling.
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SCOTT
Remember! I’m just doing this 
for Julie!

Julie walks towards him with an endearing half smile.

JULIE
Let me help you.

Scott shrugs.

SCOTT
You sure?

Julie nods. They carry the karaoke holding each side. 

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Scott and Julie arrives, they drop the karaoke inside. 
Scott is panting, sweating. Julie looks at him, she 
smiles.

JULIE
Nothing much changed, Scott.

Scott gets confused.

SCOTT
What?

JULIE
You’re still the same.

SCOTT
Excuse me?

JULIE
You don’t remember me?

SCOTT
I don’t think so?

JULIE
Come on, search your mind 
files. We used to make mud 
pies.

Scott starts to think.
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EXT. PLAYGROUND - DAY

FLASHBACK:

6 YEAR OLD SCOTT and JULIE are playing on mud, making 
them pies.

Julie throws a mud on Scott’s face.

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Scott remembers it.

SCOTT
Yeah, Julie, right?

JULIE
Finally.

Scott is about to hug her when he felt some awkwardness.

JULIE
So how have you been?

SCOTT
Good. Good. How about you?

Scott scans her.

SCOTT
It seems like you changed a 
lot, not that little girl.

JULIE
Really? Thanks. Actually, I 
sing. Sidelining on a local 
bar.

SCOTT
You sing? That’s great.

JULIE
It developed after we perform 
in a festival, many years 
ago. You?

SCOTT
Me? I play the guitar.
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JULIE
So, you’re any great?

SCOTT
I doubt it.

JULIE
Why? I bet you’re good. It 
will be awesome if we can get 
along a little longer.

SCOTT
I’m staying for the whole 
summer.

JULIE
That’s incredible. Welcome,
homecoming king.

SCOTT
Thanks.

A beat.

JULIE
Hey want to go fair tonight?

SCOTT
A fair? When?

JULIE
Tonight, I just said it.

SCOTT
So, you’re inviting me?

JULIE
Yeah, obviously.

SCOTT
Okay, cool.

JULIE
Cool. I’m off.

They walk out of the basement.
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EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Julie gets into her truck, Scott is outside.

JULIE
See you.

SCOTT
Bye.

Julie starts the car and then she’s off. Scott holds his 
breath.

EXT. FUN FAIR - NIGHT

OPEN on an arched sign saying “FUN FAIR!”

ROLLERCOASTERS, FERRIS WHEELS, BUMPER CARS and GAMES 
fill our frame. Scott and Julie are walking together; 
there is a thick thong of people on the fair.

FAIR ANNOUNCER 
(O.S.)

Games. Games. Come and play 
our games, fun filled games! 

Scott licks an ice cream on his hands.

JULIE
You seem enjoying your frozen 
creamy goodness.

SCOTT
Want me to buy you some?

JULIE
No. I’m good.

SCOTT
Okay.

JULIE
Oh by the way, there will be 
a show here tonight. Cool 
bands are performing.

SCOTT
Yeah? Let’s go.
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JULIE
First things first, we have 
to ride the Amusing Coaster 
and the Bumper Cars! You’re 
in?

SCOTT
Yeah, I’m in.

Scott is terrified at rides. He swallows.

EXT. AMUSING COASTER - NIGHT

There’s a long line. Scott and Julie are waiting.

LATER:

SWISH! The roller coaster accelerates swiftly. Scott is 
terrified. Julie can handle it.

EXT. FUN FAIR - NIGHT

Scott is puking after the ride. Julie just stares at 
him, inactively. She comes closer and starts rubbing his 
back.

SCOTT
Wow, I thought that will 
never end.

JULIE
I have an idea.

SCOTT
Be sure it’s a good idea.

JULIE
Bumper Cars?

SLOW MO: 

Julie pulls Scott, they run. Is this SUMMER LOVE?
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INT. BUMPER CARS - NIGHT

Scott is struggling with his cart, Julie drives swiftly. 
A NERDY KID crushes Scott.

NERDY KID
Faggot!

SCOTT
Hey!

Several Sequences of them in the bumper cars, happy and 
full of glowing delight. All laughing and smiling.

INT. GAME STATION - NIGHT

Scott and Julie are holding fake shotguns, they are 
shooting some targets, Scott struggles, and Julie shots 
almost all of her targets. Scott gets insecure.

SCOTT
You seem like skilled in 
shooting.

JULIE
No, even five year olds can 
do this, my brother, Chad he
can.

A GAME ATTENDANT hands them a toy as a prize.

EXT. FUN FAIR - NIGHT

Julie and Scott are heading towards the band show.

SCOTT
You know what? All of the 
things I did tonight are all 
first time.

JULIE
I knew it; your life is 
boring before.

They arrive and see a bunch of people staring at the 
stage. There is a BAND.
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VOCALIST
And now it’s time for our 
guest singer!

Scott looks at Julie.

SCOTT
Guest singer?

JULIE
Probably, they’ll choose some 
people in the audience to 
sing in front.

Scott moves his eyes from Julie to the band. A SPOTLIGHT 
spots Julie.

VOCALIST
There you go, missy! Your 
turn!

JULIE
Me?

Scott looks at her.

JULIE
Okay, let’s roll.

Julie gets up the stage. Some people cheer and whistle. 
Scott claps.

JULIE
I’m Julie.

A song comes up at the karaoke screen, it’s “Chemical 
Reacts” by Aly & J.

JULIE
Great. Some sugary song.

She starts to sing.

JULIE
(singing)

You make me feel out of the 
element...like my world’s 
spinning in slow motion...
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It’s silent. Scott stares at her, he starts to be 
awestricken again.

SCOTT (V.O.)
I kinda like this girl, not 
just because she’s my 
childhood friend, she’s a 
little distinctive kind of a 
girl. 

LATER:

Scott is now singing, it’s real awkward. He’s singing 
the song “A Billion Odd People” by Dolour. Julie claps.

JULIE
Woo hoo!

EXT. CARR HOUSE - NIGHT

Julie and Scott are walking on the lawn, they stop.

JULIE
Well, Scott, you’re a very 
fine man, thanks for the 
night.

SCOTT
Thanks too.

Scott is waiting something to happen.

JULIE
Good night.

SCOTT
Good night.

Julie kisses him on the cheek. She then gets inside the 
house.

SCOTT
Holy...

CUT TO:
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INT. COZMO HOUSE - DAY

Doorbell rings, several times.

LORI
Coming!

Lori swings the door opens and sees Gordon. She gets 
annoyed.

LORI
Oh Gordon.

GORDON
Hi, Mrs. Cozmo. I love to say 
that, you know, Cozmo.

LORI
What do you want?

GORDON
Is Scott there cause it’s 
Sunday and Sunday means video 
game time.

LORI
Sorry, Gordon, this will be 
one of the Sundays without a 
video game time.

GORDON
Why?

LORI
Scott is in his summer 
vacation.

GORDON
What a trip, he’s having a 
summer vacation and he’s not 
telling me.

LORI
Actually, he’s at his 
grandmother. Sorry for your 
effort of buying those video 
games.

On Gordon’s hand: Sorts of VIDEO GAMES.
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GORDON
It’s fine. Don’t be sorry. I 
can still play these ones 
with Scott.

LORI
What do you mean?

GORDON
I have an idea.

HOLD ON them for a moment.

CUT TO:

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Scott is walking towards the door, he opens it and there 
is Gordon.

GORDON
Scott!

SCOTT
Gordon?

Gordon hugs his best buddy.

SCOTT
Wait, quit it!

They break off. Scott stares at him, surprised.

SCOTT
What are you doing here?

GORDON
Is it prohibited? I miss you, 
bro!

SCOTT
No. Did Mom bring you here? 
Where’s she?

GORDON
No, I take a trip through 
here.
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Grandma gets out of the kitchen and sees Gordon. There 
are mittens on her hands.

GRANDMA
Who is this young man?!

SCOTT
Grandma, this is Gordon, my 
best bud.

They shake hands.

GRANDMA
Hi Gordon.

GORDON
Hey Granny. The mittens were 
a nice touch.

GRANDMA
Oh.

Grandma pulls the mittens out.

GORDON
Nice to meet you.

SCOTT
Wait, answer me. Why? What 
are you doing here?

GORDON
I’m also taking a vacation, 
with you and Grandma.

SCOTT
What?

GRANDMA
Why not?

SCOTT
Can he stay in here?

GRANDMA
Yeah, it’s fine, boys. 
Luckily, I have two extra 
guest rooms.
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SCOTT
Nice, man.

Grandma pulls Gordon, they head into a guest room. 
Doorbell rings, Scott walk towards the door.

SCOTT
Why sudden guests?

He opens the door and there is Julie.

SCOTT
Julie, you’re here.

Scott sees a kid, CHAD, around 8, Julie’s younger
brother.

SCOTT
And...

JULIE
Chad.

SCOTT
Hey Chad.

CHAD
Hey.

They all enter. Scott lets Julie enter first.

SCOTT
After you.

Chad runs to the sofa and grabs a remote; he starts to 
watch some TV. Julie notices some of Gordon’s bags.

JULIE
Oh, you have some visitor?

SCOTT
It’s just Gordon.

JULIE
Who’s Gordon?

SCOTT
He’s a friend. He’s holy.
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JULIE
Where is he?

SCOTT
With Grandma.

Julie sees Scott’s Dad pictures.

JULIE
You’re getting look like your 
dad a, a lot.

SCOTT
Sucks, he’s dead.

Julie is caught off guard.

JULIE
I know, you crave for the 
love of your father.

SCOTT
No. No. Yes! Of course I 
crave for his love but I also 
want him to encourage me into 
music.

JULIE
I’m getting a little 
interested, in you, Scott.

SCOTT
Really?

JULIE
Yeah, you’re nice and smart, 
a best standard. I also love 
the music gizmo crawling in 
your mind.

They both sit at the sofa where Chad is. Chad turns the 
channel into an AEROBIC SHOW. He stands and starts 
mimicking the moves on the show.

SCOTT
What’s he doing?
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JULIE
He said he want to be a 
fitness instructor.

CHAD
YEAH!

Julie sees Scott’s guitar on a side.

JULIE
So, this is your guitar.

SCOTT
Yeah.

JULIE
Play some.

Julie hands him the guitar.

SCOTT
Okay, just don’t, you know.

Scott continues. He starts to play the same warm music
we heard on page 28. Scott stops.

SCOTT
There it is.

JULIE
Wow, that made me fall in 
love.

SCOTT
Fall in love?

JULIE
I fell in love with the 
music.

SCOTT
Oh.

JULIE
You were pretty good up 
there.

SCOTT
What?
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JULIE
Last night, when you sang.

SCOTT
Oh that. You too.

Gordon arrives.

GORDON
Yo!

They both turn.

SCOTT
Ah Julie, Gordon. Gordon, 
Julie.

They shake hands.

JULIE
Gordon, right?

GORDON
My pleasure.

Gordon notices Scott’s guitar.

GORDON
Hey, you brought your Les 
Paul.

SCOTT
Yeah, obviously. If I just 
have friends who can help me.

GORDON
Help you for what?

SCOTT
You know, for creating a 
band.

JULIE
Are you saying you want us to 
be in your band?

SCOTT
Who else?



44

A beat.

JULIE
Okay, I’m in.

GORDON
For what?

JULIE
Well, I can sing genuinely.

SCOTT
How about you, Gordon? What 
can you contribute in our 
little band?

Gordon swallows.

GORDON
Since I can’t stand lying 
anymore, I have something to 
confess to you.

SCOTT
What?

GORDON
I’m a drummer.

SCOTT
Drummer?

GORDON
Remember those school nights 
when I’m always out of sight? 
I play drums into a church.

SCOTT
I thought you don’t know how 
to play any musical 
instrument? Or you don’t care 
about music?
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GORDON
Your mom made me an 
accomplice to not influence 
you about this band stuff. 
She pays me every month, 
since there is money involved 
I did it.

SCOTT
Well, that’s great!

Scott stands as well as Julie.

SCOTT
Let’s do it!

START MONTAGE:

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Julie is on the microphone, Scott on his guitar and 
Gordon on Dad’s old drums, they are having an ultimate 
practice.

Several sequences of them practicing.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Grandma is holding a tray of cookies and fruit juice. 
She’s heading to the basement that serves as a studio.

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Grandma enters, they stop.

GRANDMA
Take a break!

GORDON
This is what I love! You’re 
getting pampered.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Scott and Julie are sitting at the steps; they are 
jamming and tuning their guitars.
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Gordon plays the drum, he spins the drumsticks.

Chad is playing Frisbee with Sam, the dog.

CHAD
Fetch!

He tosses the Frisbee into the air, which hits Scott’s 
head.

SCOTT
Aw!

Chad and Gordon laughs.

INT. RECORD STORE - DAY

The trio is checking out vintage albums. Chad is on the 
headphones.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Scott is on the roof, he has pen and a notebook, and he
is writing some lyrics he composed himself. Scott smiles 
as he finished writing down.

END MONTAGE.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREETS - NIGHT

SUPER: FEW WEEKS LATER

Scott and Julie are walking together. They are heading 
to Julie’s house.

EXT. CARR HOUSE - NIGHT

Scott and Julie swagger into the doorstep, they are 
laughing and giggling.

JULIE
I can’t believe that our band 
is decently stable. Our 
original song is fantastic!
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SCOTT
Yeah, it’s been months. It’s 
incredible. Music can really 
amend everything.

JULIE
So, I’ll come in.

Suddenly, the door opens; there is MAC CARR, Julie’s 
father.

MAC
Julie?

Julie gets terror stricken.

JULIE
Dad. 

Scott tries to shake his hand but Mac won’t acquire it.

SCOTT
I’m Scott.

JULIE
Yeah, this is Scott, Scott, 
this is my Dad.

Mac gestures to her daughter to come in. Julie does come 
in. Mac and Scott are left outside.

MAC
So, you’re the Scotty boy, my 
little kid and Julie is 
talking about?

SCOTT
Yeah, Julie is my childhood 
friend.

MAC
You’re in a band, good luck.

Mac closes the door. Scott heaves a sigh, he starts to 
leave.
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INT. CARR HOUSE - DAY

Mac gets inside. Julie gets the beer bottles, her father 
just gulped. She goes to the kitchen, put the bottles on 
the trash, she is with Chad, and they start to make 
dinner.

MAC
Leave that out, we’ll just 
order some pizza.

Julie stops and gets out of the kitchen, she starts to 
get upstairs.

MAC
Julie.

Julie stops.

MAC
What shenanigans are you 
doing out there?

Julie didn’t turn her back.

JULIE
Nothing.

Julie continues to get upstairs.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Julie’s dad doesn’t hover, 
but he’s so strict and 
overprotective that made 
Julie hate him.

MAC
(calling out)

Get down here when the pizza 
arrives!

LATER:

Julie, Mac and Chad are on the dining table, having some 
pizza and Mountain Dew. Julie is shaking her head.

MAC
This pizza is pretty good.
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Chad burps in a loud manner.

MAC
Good, you burped, that means 
you’re full.

JULIE
Actually, it isn’t good.

MAC
What?

JULIE
This. This is like the only 
food we eat. We don’t get any 
nutrients, especially Chad, 
he’s young but his body is 
filled with junk foods and 
unlikely drinks.

MAC
Are you blaming me?

Julie looks away.

JULIE
No, it’s just, you’re drunk. 
You should be taking care of 
us. Mom felt empty with you.

MAC
Your mom left us for New York 
and then after a few months, 
I just found out that she has 
a new life.

A beat.

MAC
I’m not Kurt Cobain. I’m not 
perfect.

Again, there is a beat.

MAC
Try getting your grades high 
again.
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JULIE
I don’t know. 

MAC
Your grades are hanging last 
semester, I don’t like it. 
Stop singing. Stretch out 
your empty brain!

JULIE
Empty?

MAC
Don’t talk to me like that.

Julie stands.

JULIE
Dad, you said I’m empty. I 
mean look at yourself, you 
are selfish!

Mac stands up, furious.

MAC
What did you say?

Mac slaps her, Julie stumbles on the ground.

MAC
You dare to talk to me like 
that!

Chad just stares at them, he’s used to it. Mac leaves 
the dinner table.

FOCUS on Julie, she’s near to tears.

BLACK.

FADE IN:

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Julie enters the basement, covering her bruise on the 
cheek. Scott approaches her.
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SCOTT
Julie, you’re late.

JULIE
I’m sorry.

Gordon notices something.

GORDON
You seem a little remorse 
today.

SCOTT
Yeah, what happened?

JULIE
Nothing, I’m fine.

Scott sees the bruise.

SCOTT
What’s this?

JULIE
This? Nothing, I jut fell off 
the stairs.

Scott and Gordon share glances.

SCOTT
Julie, that’s an obsolete 
excuse.

JULIE
No, I’m not making any 
excuse.

SCOTT
Tell us what happened.

A short beat.

JULIE
Guess.

SCOTT
Is someone hitting you?
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JULIE
Scott.

SCOTT
Is your dad...?

JULIE
Yeah, he is the one. He’s 
like that since then.

SCOTT
We just can’t ignore what’s 
happening right now.

JULIE
Let’s just don’t talk about 
it.

INT. LOCAL BAR - NIGHT

The gang enters a local bar, filled with locals longing 
for fun.

JULIE
Stay here, guys. I’ll just 
talk to the manager.

SCOTT
Go on.

Julie starts to search for the manager. Gordon smiles at 
a LOCAL GIRL.

INT. STORAGE ROOM - NIGHT

NOAH JOHNSON, the manager in mid 30’s is organizing some 
beer boxes. Julie enters.

NOAH
Hey, Julie. What brings you 
here?

JULIE
I’m just gonna ask you 
something.
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NOAH
What? You’re resigning?

JULIE
No, I got my friends back 
there and I’m just wondering 
if they could perform with me 
this night.

NOAH
Oh, you’re not solo anymore? 
You have a band?

Julie nods.

NOAH
Okay, I would like to meet 
them.

INT. LOCAL BAR - NIGHT

Julie introduces Noah to them.

JULIE
Scott, this is Noah, the 
bar’s manager.

They shake hands.

SCOTT
It’s nice to meet you.

JULIE
And this is Gordon, our 
amusing drummer.

NOAH
Hi, amusing drummer.

GORDON
Hey.

SCOTT
So, can we perform tonight?

NOAH
Yeah, no problem, Julie is a 
great friend.
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SCOTT
Thank you.

GORDON
Okay, I’m itching.

LATER:

The band are performing, the audience are not 
participating.

INT. CHERRYWOOD COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Gordon just finished ordering a coffee when he sees a 
POSTER on the shop’s door.

GORDON
What’s that?

Gordon stares at it, then reads it

GORDON
(reading)

Ready to astound? Get your 
friends and join the annual 
Battle of the Bandgeeks at 
Salmon Hotel...

A beat.

GORDON
Shit.

Gordon rips off the poster. The COFFEE SHOP OWNER 
protests.

COFFEE SHOP OWNER
Hey!

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Julie and Scott sit on a sturdy table. It’s awkward, 
Julie turns to him.

JULIE
So, Scott.
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SCOTT
Yeah?

JULIE
Will you mind if we practice 
today?

SCOTT
Not at all but we have to 
wait for Gordon, he said he 
has to drop by on somewhere.

JULIE
Leave him for today.

SCOTT
What do you mean?

JULIE
Cause...

Julie takes Scott’s guitar.

JULIE
...today is our one on one 
gritty practice.

SCOTT
(nervously)

That’s hot.

Julie hands him his guitar.

JULIE
Okay, let’s not consider this 
as a practice, just a jam.

Scott plucks a chord.

SCOTT
Anything you want.

JULIE
I got this song chords.

Julie produces a sheet of paper.

JULIE
Stranded, it’s pretty cool.
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SCOTT
Alright.

Scott starts to play the chord, and then Julie sings 
“Stranded” by Plumb.

Gordon suddenly bursts into the door. They stop.

GORDON
Stop!

Scott and Julie gets confused.

SCOTT
What’s the problem?

GORDON
Look at this.

Gordon hands Scott the poster, Scott gets it and starts 
to read it.

SCOTT
(reading)

Ready to astound? Get your 
friends and join the annual 
Battle of the Bandgeeks at 
Salmon Hotel.

Julie and Scott share glances.

SCOTT
A band contest?

JULIE
Salmon hotel? It seems too 
distant.

GORDON
Why don’t we ask Grandma if 
she could drive us down 
there?

JULIE
Are you serious?
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INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

The trio is facing Grandma. They are in the middle of 
their conversation.

GRANDMA
Okay, what are you planning 
to do?

SCOTT
We need something to go down 
there.

GRANDMA
Oh, you need support?

JULIE
Yeah, our little band needs 
some foundation.

GRANDMA
You don’t even have a band 
name and you’re gonna join a 
contest?

SCOTT
Well, we’ll figure that out.

GORDON
So, what are the proposals?

GRANDMA
Where is this contest will be 
held? Is it somewhere? Why do 
you need some haulage?

SCOTT
As what it says, it’ll be in 
Tuesday at Salmon Hotel.

A beat.

GRANDMA
I have something to ask you, 
all of you. Are you sure you 
gonna win in this? Are you 
all real determined?

The trio share glances.



58

SCOTT
Yeah!

EXT. SECONDHAND CARS SHOP - DAY

Grandma and the trio are checking out cars.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

A plain white VAN is sitting on the lawn. They are all 
looking at it.

SCOTT
Okay, let’s start.

GRANDMA
The engines are ready.

Several sequences of them designing the van, they are 
all having fun. Chad has paint stains on his face, as 
long as the other three.

A freshly painted “COZMO” text is the most eye catching 
on it.

GRANDMA
You’re the band COZMO?

GORDON
It’s based on Scott’s 
surname.

The van is richly designed, rainbow themed.

INT. COZMO HOUSE - A DIFFERENT DAY

Lori swiftly picks the phone up. She then starts to 
dial.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - SAME

Scott picks the phone up, on the background, Gordon and 
Julie are giggling.



59

SCOTT
Hello?

INTERCUT:

INT. COZMO HOUSE - SAME

Lori is excited.

LORI
Hi, son! How are you?

SCOTT
Mom, why did you call?

LORI
Nothing. I just want to say 
hi. Oh, is Gordon there yet? 
I’m worrying if he gets lost.

SCOTT
No, Mom, he’s here, safe and 
sound. Oh, I met Julie.

LORI
Oh yeah, what’s the outcome?

SCOTT
Well, we get along together.

LORI
Okay, how’s Grandma?

SCOTT
She’s great, she’s the 
ultimate.

LORI
You sound really happy back 
there, I’m just wondering if 
you ever want to come back.

SCOTT
Mom, thanks for bringing me 
up in here.

LORI
Welcome.
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A short beat.

SCOTT
Mom, sorry to break your 
heart but Gordon, Julie and I 
are in a band right now.

LORI
What?

SCOTT
And I know everything about 
Gordon.

LORI
(mad)

Scott, being in a band is ill 
advised, remember? Why did 
you disoblige me?

SCOTT
When did you say that it’s 
ill advised? Anyway, why do 
you not want this? Even Dad, 
you hate him because of his 
love for music.

LORI
I sacrificed a lot for you 
and your father. I’m the only 
one who raised you! He 
chooses his band over me, 
over us! Do you think it’s 
good?

SCOTT
We’re joining a contest.

A beat.

LORI
Wait for me, I’m going in 
there. Don’t want you to 
leave me; don’t want you to 
get in that life.

SCOTT
Mom.
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Lori puts the phone down.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - SAME

Scott looks up at Julie and Gordon.

SCOTT
Guys, we gotta go, we got to 
get moving.

JULIE
What’s the problem?

SCOTT
Mom called and she will stop 
us.

GORDON
What?

INT. BASEMENT - DAY

The trio starts to load the band equipments on the Cozmo 
van.

GRANDMA
Why are you in a rush?

SCOTT
Mom’s coming here and she’ll 
stop us and since the contest 
is tomorrow, I guess we gotta 
go take the risk to drive 
down there.

LATER:

All are ready, they are starting to leave.

ALL THREE
Bye Grandma!

GRANDMA
Bye!

Scott hurriedly hugs his grandmother.
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INT. COZMO VAN - DAY

The three stumbled inside. Grandma waves goodbye.

EXT. COZMO HOUSE - DAY

Lori is hurrying too, she swings the car door open and 
then she drives off.

INT. COZMO VAN - DAY

Gordon is at the backseat. Scott is driving and Julie is 
at the passenger seat.

JULIE
I got to get into the house.

GORDON
What for? Your father will 
see you.

JULIE
I have to! I have no 
underwear and Chad, I have to 
take him.

SCOTT
Okay, we’ll just pull in into 
your house. Hurry, okay?

EXT. CARR HOUSE - DAY

The Cozmo van pulls in. Julie exits and runs to the 
house. She’s panting.

INT. CARR HOUSE - DAY

Julie enters, slowly. Hoping her Dad won’t spring on 
her. Tension builds up.

JULIE
(whispering)

Chad?

Julie tiptoes. She peeks at the living room and sees Mac 
on the couch, sleeping.
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JULIE
Prick.

Julie headed upstairs.

INT. COZMO VAN - DAY

The two waits. Gordon is biting his nails.

SCOTT
You’re hungry?

GORDON
No, I’m horny.

Suddenly, the car door opens and there is Chad.

CHAD
Hi.

SCOTT
Chad? Where’s your sister?

He doesn’t know.

INT. JULIE’S ROOM - DAY

Julie enters her room, she starts to pick anything she 
could. She presses her clothes into her luggage. She 
grabs her PIGGYBANK then breaks it. Julie is startled; 
Mac might be awaked by the sound.

INT. CARR HOUSE - DAY

Mac is still sleeping, unaware of what’s happening.

INT. CARR KITCHEN - DAY

Julie opens the fridge and starts picking up POPSICLES. 
She turns back and sees Mac, staring at her. He notices 
Julie’s bag. Julie screams.

MAC
Where do you think you’re 
going?
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Julie drops the popsicles in tension.

JULIE
Dad...

Mac is about to attack her when something knocks him 
out. Mac collapses on the ground to reveal Gordon, 
holding a broken beer bottle, he’s the one who struck 
Mac.

JULIE
Gordon! You’re a lifesaver!

GORDON
I know!

JULIE
(to the 
unconscious 
Mac)

Sorry, Dad. I have to get 
away.

Julie picks the popsicles.

JULIE
Want some?

Gordon takes some.

JULIE
We better hurry before he 
wakes up.

Julie pulls him outside.

INT. COZMO VAN - DAY

Julie and Gordon enters the van, Julie sees Chad.

JULIE
Chad, you’re here.

CHAD
Yeah, I kind of sense that 
you’re doing some escapade.
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SCOTT
You okay?

JULIE
First time I feel free.

CHAD
(screaming)

Drive!

SCOTT
Okay.

They drive away.

INT. CAR - DAY

Lori is driving, she is upset.

INT. COZMO VAN - NIGHT

A HEARTWARMING music starts to play.

Everyone is quiet now. Scott focuses on driving. Julie 
leans her head into the car window. She starts to weep.

SCOTT
Are you okay?

JULIE
Yeah, just drive.

SCOTT
Okay, we are there, in our 
dreams.

Julie shed her tears.

EXT. ROAD - NIGHT

The Cozmo van cruises down the road.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Grandma is lounging on a couch with the Labrador Sam. 
They are watching some TV show.
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A sound of a pulling in car stops them.

GRANDMA
Lori.

The dog starts to bark.

LORI (O.S.)
Mom! Scott!

Lori enters without hesitation. Grandma stands and 
struts towards her.

LORI
Mom, where is he?

GRANDMA
Lori, let him go into his 
dreams.

LORI
Dreams? Those dreams will 
ruin his life!

GRANDMA
Calm down.

LORI
I don’t want him to leave me.

GRANDMA
Your son loves you, he’ll 
never do that.

LORI
You’re acting like you’re the 
one who experienced all this 
hardships! Why did you this?

GRANDMA
He’ll be back. Want 
something.

Lori calms down.

LORI
Vodka?

Grandma stares at her.
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GRANDMA
Scott said it’s bad for you 
but I’ll let you drink today.

INT. CONVENIENCE STORE - NIGHT

The gang stumbled inside. Julie heads into the counter.
A GOTH CASHIER is in there, she has headphones.

JULIE
Hello?

She is not hearing it.

JULIE
Oh great.

Julie takes the headphones off her ears. The Goth 
Cashier gives her a stinky look.

GOTH CASHIER
What?

JULIE
Do you have a lavatory?

GOTH CASHIER
Yeah, just behind those shelf 
with condom products.

JULIE
Okay.

The Goth Cashier hands him a key.

GOTH CASHIER
Here’s the key.

Julie takes it; she heads into the lavatory, where she 
passes Scott and Gordon, they are raiding the shelves, 
taking energy bars and instant food.

GORDON
We need these energy bars to 
fill up our strength meter, 
we don’t know what’s coming.

Gordon approaches the disturbed Scott.



68

GORDON
So dude, what’s going on you 
two?

SCOTT
With who?

GORDON
Come on, Julie.

SCOTT
I don’t know, we’re great 
friends.

GORDON
I am not paparazzi, tell me 
everything and anything.

SCOTT
To be honest, I kinda feel 
something romantic about her.

GORDON
Wow, it’s like, wow. This is 
the first time you ever told 
me that you feel romantic to 
someone.

SCOTT
Really?

GORDON
Yeah, I thought you’re gay.

SCOTT
Shut up.

GORDON
Okay, this all are good.

INT. COZMO VAN - NIGHT

Scott is driving, Julie and Gordon are asleep. Scott 
tries to fight the drowsiness. He slaps himself. Chad 
looks at him.
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EXT. SIDE ROAD - DAY

The van is parked. Julie is on the top, looking on the 
sun. Scott is scribbling something on his notebook 
again, editing the lyrics he composed. Gordon slips in 
his silent moment.

GORDON
You got some skills, man, in 
composing.

SCOTT
Thanks.

We see Scott’s composed song on the notebook; the lyrics 
are firm and heartwarming. A SLOW ROCK THEME starts to 
PLAY.

SCOTT
Julie! Get down! You’re 
burning up there.

JULIE
It’s a ritual!

SCOTT
We’re driving off, let me see 
how long you can hold on in 
there.

JULIE
Aw, you’re breaking my heart.

EXT. MOTEL - DAY

The van pulls in on an average motel. Several people 
populate the place.

INT. MOTEL RECEPTION - DAY

Scott and Gordon headed into the counter; a hot looking 
RECEPTIONIST faces them with a sheer smile.

RECEPTIONIST
Hello, hotties. What can I do 
for you two?
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SCOTT
Uhm, two rooms for four 
people. Are there any vacant?

RECEPTIONIST
Okay, let me see.

The Receptionist checks the records.

GORDON
Scott, what do you mean by 
two rooms?

SCOTT
We’re sleeping together. Chad 
and Julie can have their own 
room.

The Receptionist turns to them.

RECEPTIONIST
Room 8 and 9.

SCOTT
Thanks.

RECEPTIONIST
Fill this form first.

The Receptionist hands Scott a form to be filled out. 
Gordon is visibly attracted to her.

After finishing filling the form, Scott gives it back to 
her. She hands them their keys.

RECEPTIONIST
Okay, enjoy your stay.

Scott gets out.

GORDON
See you later?

RECEPTIONIST
Sure.

GORDON
Okay, what time? Where?
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RECEPTIONIST
I’m off duty at 7 o’clock. We 
can meet here.

GORDON
Okay.

Gordon waves goodbye.

INT. ROOM 8 - NIGHT

Scott is on the bed, relaxing. Gordon is brushing his 
teeth on the bathroom.

SCOTT
You’re going somewhere?

GORDON
Yeah, I’ll meet the 
receptionist.

SCOTT
What? You’ll hook up with 
her?

Gordon exits the bathroom.

GORDON
Sort of.

Gordon puts his jacket on.

GORDON
See you later.

SCOTT
Okay.

Gordon bounces out. Scott is now alone.

EXT. MOTEL - NIGHT

Julie is using the vending machine, she inserts a coin 
then grabs a drink. She breathes heavily.
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INT. ROOM 8 - NIGHT

Scott is now playing the guitar, practicing the chords 
of his composed song. A mesmerizing tune is glued into 
our ears.

INT. ROOM 9 - NIGHT

Julie and Chad enters the room. Julie turns the lights 
on. She can hear the guitar tune just on the next room.

JULIE
Sorry, Scott.

Julie gets her bag, she is packing.

INT. ROOM 8 - NIGHT

Scott stops, he realizes something. A beat.

SCOTT
Where’s Julie?

He stands up and leaves.

EXT. MOTEL - NIGHT

Scott gets out of the room and sees Julie and Chad from 
a distance, storming away. Scott is bewildered. Why is 
she carrying some bags?

SCOTT
Julie! Where are you going?

Julie acknowledges but still ignores it, she is pulling 
Chad. Scott follows them.

SCOTT
Julie, Julie! Wait.

Scott grabs her hand, she tries to dodge.

SCOTT
Where are you going? What’s 
with the bags?
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JULIE
Scott, sorry. I think I just 
let down my father.

SCOTT
What?

JULIE
He’s still my father, no 
matter what he did to me, to 
Chad or to my mother.

SCOTT
Julie, this is it. We’re 
there.

JULIE
Say my regards to Gordon.

SCOTT
Julie, without you, we can’t 
perform together.

JULIE
I’m sorry to crush your goal 
but we have to get back to 
our father. He doesn’t 
deserve this.

SCOTT
You don’t deserve it too! If 
you are quitting, I’m 
quitting too.

JULIE
Don’t blame me for this.

SCOTT
Don’t be...petrified.

JULIE
What are you saying?
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SCOTT
Julie, do this for you 
dreams, for my dream, 
Gordon’s dream! Do it for 
your Mom! Do it for yourself, 
don’t let fucking anyone 
crush it, even if it’s your 
father.

CHAD
Wooh.

A beat.

SCOTT
Julie, I love you.

JULIE
You...what?

SCOTT
I...don’t leave.

JULIE
I made up my decision.

SCOTT
If you’ll stop, we’ll all 
stop. This is nonsense! Let’s 
all crush our dreams.

JULIE
Stop saying “dreams”! It’s 
cheesy!

Julie turns back. Scott grabs her then kisses her, at 
first, Julie tries to dodge but as a moment passes she 
is starting to like it, but she dodges then runs with 
her brother. Scott just stares at her, vanishing through 
the gloomy fog.

INT. ROOM 8 - NIGHT

Scott enters and grabs the “Battle of the Bandgeeks” 
poster. He throws it on a corner.

DISSOLVE:
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INT. LOCAL DINER - MILE AWAY FROM THE MOTEL - NIGHT

Julie sits on a stool, Chad is sleeping, and his head is 
slumped on a counter. Julie stares at nowhere. A WAITER 
approaches them.

WAITER
You want to order, miss?

JULIE
No, thanks.

The Waiter leaves. Julie touches her lips and remembers 
the kiss. She carries her sleeping brother then leaves.

INT. ROOM 8 - NIGHT

Scott is sitting on the floor, a storm just devastated 
him. Gordon suddenly bursts into the door.

GORDON
Hey dude.

SCOTT
Hey.

He scans Scott’s face.

GORON
Why? Something happened?

SCOTT
I think...we’re disbanded.

GORDON
Where’s Julie?

SCOTT
Prolly on the way to her 
father.

A beat.

SCOTT
Wait, what happened to you 
and the Receptionist?
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GORDON
Aw, nothing. She can’t 
believe that I take it 
seriously.

SCOTT
We’re crashed.

Suddenly, someone knocks at the door. Gordon and Scott 
share glances.

Scott runs to the door and opens it to reveal Julie, 
carrying Chad in her arms, still asleep.

SCOTT (V.O.)
What’s this? It’s like that 
very first time when I opened 
the door to see her, I felt a 
sudden beat pumping on my 
chest.

Julie looks at him.

SCOTT
Julie?

JULIE
Am I still in?

SCOTT
Of course.

Julie enters; she kisses Scott with Chad still on her 
arms. Gordon sighs.

SCOTT
I thought you’re gonna get 
back to your father.

JULIE
After that kiss, I decided 
not to. Sorry for the poo I 
unload to you.

SCOTT
It’s okay.

They smack. They felt Chad between them.
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CUT TO:

EXT. ROAD - DAY

The Cozmo van tears down with other cars.

INT. COZMO VAN - DAY

Scott hurries in driving. Julie looks up at Scott.

JULIE
Slow down.

SCOTT
No, we’re like late.

Suddenly, a RED TRUCK passes them; it’s carrying a 
troupe of band members. The two bands glare at each 
other.

GORDON
Guess, we have some company.

INT. GUEST ROOM - DAY

Lori is tucked into the sheets, resting, recovered. 
Grandma enters the room. She is holding a glass of 
water. She sits on her in law’s bed.

GRANDMA
Lori, wake up. It’s late in 
the afternoon.

Lori buries hr head in the pillow. Grandma sighs.

GRANDMA
Come on. There is a good day 
out there.

LORI
Okay, I’m up.

Lori gets up and takes the glass of water, she drinks it 
bottoms up!

GRANDMA
You’re still a great gulper.
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LORI
(grimacing)

Water? No Vodka?

Grandma just stares at her.

LORI
What’s for breakfast?

GRANDMA
Wait, how’s your night?

LORI
Good. Just please don’t 
remind me about...

GRANDMA
Scott?

LORI
Mom. I want to eat. I’m 
really starving.

GRANDMA
Are you okay, now? Through 
with your crying night?

LORI
Think so. If that’s what he 
likes, I’ll support him.

GRANDMA
Good.

Lori stands up.

INT. CARR KITCHEN - DAY

Mac washes the pieces of glasses on his head. He goes 
into the drawer and takes a PISTOL; he stares at it with 
his glowing red eyes. He storms out.

EXT. SALMON HOTEL - DAY

The Cozmo van enters in rush.
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INT. COZMO VAN - CONTINOUS

They are all excited. They see several cars and band 
members parked. Scott is searching for a parking space, 
he almost hit a WOMAN.

SCOTT
Out of the way!

GORDON
Dude, you almost hit that 
chick!

EXT. SALMON HOTEL - DAY

JUSTIN, 18, spiky hair, unfriendly, bad ass looking 
pulls the Woman out of the way. It’s his girlfriend, 
AMANDA, they are one of the band members Scott and the 
others saw on the Red Truck.

JUSTIN
That son of a bitch almost 
hit you!

AMANDA
Great.

JUSTIN
I’ll show him later.

They walk toward their other band members. Justin is the 
leader of the pack, Amanda plays the organ.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - DAY

The band rushes inside the fine looking, grand hotel. 
They saw a sign, saying “BAND REGISTRATION, NEXT FLOOR”.

GORDON
This way!

SCOTT
What? We’re getting the 
stairs.

GORDON
Elevator! A more suitable 
place.
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SCOTT
Whatever.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - ELEVATOR - DAY

The elevator is full, really full.

SCOTT
Suitable, huh?

GORDON
What?

INT. SALMON HOTEL - HALLWAY - DAY

They rushes, trying to reach a room where bands are 
lounging. A BANDGEEK cheers at them.

BANDGEEK
Slow down! This is not a 
race!

INT. SALMON HOTEL - REGISTRATION - DAY

The band reaches the registration, they are not late. 
The REGISTRATION OFFICER stares at them. Scott pants.

REGISTRATION 
OFFICER

What?

SCOTT
We’re not late yet?

The Registration Officer nods.

REGISTRATION 
OFFICER

You’re lucky enough.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

TIGHT on the pistol as Mac slowly walks down the yard, 
he checks his gun.

MAC
Let’s see what you got.
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INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Lori is having her brunch. Grandma stares at her, she is 
on the counter, preparing a hot coffee for Lori.

LORI
Don’t look at me when I’m 
eating, it makes me wanna 
puke.

GRANDMA
Just eat. Everything’s will 
be just fine --

Abruptly, a gun shot interrupts them, a gun shot that 
cracks the window. Lori screams, Grandma draws closer to 
the window.

LORI
What’s that? Is someone 
shooting us?

Grandma peeks at the window and sees Mac.

GRANDMA
It’s Mac, maybe he’s 
searching for his daughter.

Lori hides under her table.

LORI
Mac? Who’s Mac?

GRANDMA
Mac! Julie’s father.

LORI
Oh, that drunk man!

MAC (O.S.)
Get me back my daughter, you 
boneheads! Get out!

GRANDMA
I’ll handle this.

LORI
Mom, you can’t just go out 
here!
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GRANDMA
Call 911.

Grandma rushes to the door. Lori picks the phone up and 
starts dialing 911, then another gun shot. Lori screams.

911 (O.S.)
911, what’s your emergency?

LORI
This man, he’s assaulting us, 
he’s shooting the whole 
house. Please help us.

911 (O.S.)
Okay, Ma’am. What’s your 
name?

LORI
Lori. Cozmo.

911 (O.S.)
Whoa! Cute name!

LORI
What the hell. We’re in 
danger and you got the guts 
to say my name is cute?

911 (O.S.)
What’s your location, Ma’am? 
Sorry.

LORI
CherryWood, 484, Beach 
Street.

911 (O.S.)
We got a unit heading down 
there. Hold on.

LORI
Faster! We’re dead!

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Grandma rushes outside. Mac sees her, he aims his 
pistol.
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GRANDMA
Mac, calm down! Killing us is 
not a good choice.

MAC
Where’s my daughter? My son?

GRANDMA
She’s with her friends.

MAC
I’m gonna kill that Scott and 
you!

PAN on the NEIGHBORS, scared, doesn’t want to be 
involved.

GRANDMA
Mac.

MAC
Shut up!

Mac shoots Grandma in no time, her lifeless body 
stumbles down the ground. Mac stares at her.

LORI (O.S.)
Mom!

Lori exits the house and sees Grandma on the ground, 
blood drenched.

LORI
Grandma. Mac, why?

She rushes down to Grandma.

MAC
Where are my children? Or 
I’ll kill you too!

LORI
Please, put the gun down.

MAC
No!

LORI
Help! Help us!
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MAC
Don’t you dare!

LORI
Mac, please.

Mac points the gun on Lori’s head; she backs up then 
runs inside. Mac plummets his feet on the ground then 
chase her.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - REGISTRATION - DAY

CU - a registration form. Scott and the others are 
filling it up. Chad is sitting on Gordon’s lap. They 
smile at each other, oblivious of what’s happening to 
Lori and Grandma.

SCOTT
I should call Mom and 
Grandma.

LORI
Do you think she’s there? 
Think she’s just fine?

SCOTT
Let’s hope so.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

No, they are not fine. Mac chases Lori inside the house. 
Mac grabs her then throws her into a wall. Mac grabs a 
guitar then smashes it to her.

LORI
Aw!

Lori crawls, squirming free. Mac fires the gun; it 
shoots a jar with Dad’s remains. A painted lettering is 
on it “DAD”.

INT. GRANDMA’S KITCHEN - CONTINOUS

Lori grabs a KITCHEN KNIFE then aims it. Mac arrives 
then looks at her; he starts to laugh about Lori’s 
feeble weapon.
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MAC
What you gonna do? Stab me?

LORI
Yes. If I have to.

MAC
Let’s see.

Mac charges to her, he lays her into a counter; he aims 
his pistol while choking her.

MAC
You’re Lori, right?

Lori stabs Mac on the shoulder; she grabs the hot 
coffee, Grandma prepared for her. Lori pours the hot 
coffee on Mac’s head. Mac screams in agony and pain.

LORI
Yeah, I’m Lori, Fuckface!

Lori is about to escape when Mac grabs her then throws 
her into a table. She stumbles down the floor.

MAC
Come on! I thought you’re 
tough!

Mac kicks her, she scrambles. Mac leans his face into 
her, he laughs.

MAC
What’s the plan now? Lori?

Lori clutches the knife then stabs him on the crotch! He 
screams in agony. Lori crawls. Mac struggles.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - LADIES ROOM - DAY

Julie enters the comfort room. She starts to wash her 
hands, and then wipes it with a bundle of tissue. She 
notices Amanda, retouching and playing with her 
lipstick. She is clearly a snob. Amanda suddenly turns.

AMANDA
Hi. I’m Amanda.
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They shake hands.

JULIE
Julie.

AMANDA
So, I guess we’ll be enemies 
in this contest.

JULIE
I don’t think so. I and my 
friends don’t consider 
rivals. Just doing this for 
fun and specially experience.

AMANDA
I know, right? With all of 
this cameras and celebrity 
judges. By the way, you’re a 
pretty.

JULIE
Thanks.

AMANDA
You should join some bikini 
contest.

JULIE
I’ll not waste my time.

AMANDA
I used to be a Bikini Babe 
but my boyfriend, Justin 
invited me into this thing.

A short beat.

AMANDA
Well, nice to meet you.

Amanda exits. Julie felt she’s too fake.

JULIE
Bitch.

CUT TO:
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INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Lori crawls into the living room. On the kitchen, Mac 
pulls out the knife off his crotch.

MAC
Aw!

Mac follows her with a bleeding crotch. He gets a 
lampshade then hit it with Lori but misses. Mac kicks 
her instead.

Lori falls on the ground, beaten up. She looks at Mac. 
Mac wipes his face then aims the pistol on Lori. She 
notices he’s bleeding.

LORI
Your dick is bleeding.

MAC
Sorry, babe. You’re dead!

Mac is about to shoot her when Sam, the dog attacks him, 
knocking him on the floor, they both scramble on the 
ground. The pistol falls on the ground, Lori reaches for 
it.

Sam bites Mac everywhere. He throws the dog out of the 
way. Lori stands up and looks at him, severely hurt.

LORI
Why did you let this happen, 
Mac? Why?

MAC
(emotionally)

I just want to protect her.

A short beat.

LORI
Whose dead now, baby!

Lori is about to shoot him when a 911 CREW stops her.

911 CREW
Ma’am, stop it. We got it.



88

POLICEMEN enter the house.

POLICEMEN
(starts cuffing 
Mac)

Stay down! You are arrested 
for direct assault and 
frustrated murder!

Upon hearing this, Lori starts to search for Grandma.

LORI
Where’s Mom?

The 911 Crew covers Lori a towel.

911 CREW
Ma’am, let’s proceed to the 
ambulance.

Lori sees the remains of her husband, scattered on the 
floor.

LORI
No.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Several 911 people head to Grandma, who is gasping for 
her life.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - CONCERT HALL - DAY

CAMERAS, REPORTERS are everywhere. The Cozmo band 
watches the empty stage, this is it. Julie and Scott 
share glances.

The HARDCORE band (Justin’s band) enters. 

GORDON
Wooh, our company.

A trio of judges is in front. A host gradually walks 
into the stage, he is CONAN VOLVO and the event is 
starting.
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CONAN
Hello, fellow young men! I’m 
Conan Volvo, your host for 
today. We gathered here for a 
yearly Battle of the 
Bandgeeks. Today, we’ll 
witness aspiring bands trying 
to reach for their dreams. 
This day will be sure fun 
filled. Let’s start by, of 
course, introducing the 
judges!

The audience applauds. Justin and his other band mates 
sit.

CONAN
Our first judge is a full 
time album producer and a 
part time Dad! Denver 
Rickles!

We see DENVER RICKLES. Audience applauds.

CONAN
And now our second judge is 
the first winner of a popular 
American singing contest. She 
achieved triumph at a very 
young age. The gorgeous, 
Kelly Clarkson!

We see KELLY CLARKSON.

CONAN
Thanks for being our judge.

KELLY
My pleasure.

Audience applauds again.

CONAN
And the third and the last 
judge is the amazing record 
company producer, Rob Lister!

Once again, the audience claps. There is ROB LISTER.
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ROB
Thanks.

CONAN
And this is your host, the 
most wholesome and handsome, 
Conan Volvo!

No one applauds. Conan is mortified.

CONAN
Okay...uhm, let’s start.

Justin, on the side is laughing silently.

CONAN
And now for our first 
contestants which happens to 
be from Long Beach...The 
INVISIBLES...

An EVENT ORGANIZER meets the COZMO.

EVENT ORGANIZER
Band 22, you can now proceed 
to the backstage, so you can 
be ready.

They go backstage.

Several shots of BANDS performing:

A colorful band.

A 1970’S themed band.

A gothic band.

A Hawaiian themed band.

The judges are really bored.

INT. BACKSTAGE - DAY

Scott and Julie are hitting the chords of the song they 
composed. Scott stops. The backstage is a big room with 
plenty of bands, preparing.
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GORDON
What?

SCOTT
I’m taking the chance to call 
Mom before our turn.

Scott picks his phone and starts to dial.

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

The phone is ringing and no one is answering. POLICE and 
911 populate the house, too busy to notice the call.

INT. BACKSTAGE - DAY

A glum Scott puts the phone down.

SCOTT
Maybe she’s still repulsive 
of me.

The Event Organizer enters.

EVENT ORGANIZER
You trio, you’re ready? 
You’re up for...

She slowly looks at her watch.

EVENT ORGANIZER
...like 5 minutes.

She then bounces off. The trio share glances, thinking, 
are we ready enough for this?

The Hardcore band is about to pass by when Justin and 
Scott’s eyes met.

JUSTIN
Hey geeko.

SCOTT
Hi. What’s your name?

JUSTIN
Justin. You?
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Julie watches Amanda.

SCOTT
Scott. Are you in a band?

JUSTIN
Obviously. What’s your band’s 
name? We can be great 
friends.

SCOTT
Cozmo. This is my friends, 
Gordon and Julie.

They slightly waves off.

JUSTIN
(thinking)

Cozmo?

A clip of memory hit Justin’s head. He remembers the van 
with a big sign saying “Cozmo”.

JUSTIN
(with rage)

Aha! So you own the van that 
almost hit my girlfriend?

SCOTT
She’s your...girlfriend?

GORDON
Dude, it’s his chick.

Justin grabs Scott and aims to smack him on the face. 
Scott closes his one eye.

JUSTIN
You want to mess with me? You 
want to feel how hard I 
punch?

Amanda stops her boyfriend.

AMANDA
Justin, stop it. He’s not 
worth it.

The Event Organizer enters the scene.
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EVENT ORGANIZER
Band 19, you’re up.

(upon seeing 
the event)

Whoa. What’s this? No 
fistfights or you’ll all get 
disqualified.

GORDON
Get off him.

Justin gets off.

JUSTIN 
You’re lucky, bud. You’re 
saved by the bell.

AMANDA
Come on.

Then they’re gone.

GORDON
That scumbag. I want to smack 
my sneaker on his face.

Julie tries to comfort him.

SCOTT
No, I’m fine. Maybe, it 
happens he has a bad day.

We can hear and see the Hardcore band performing, they 
are really HARDCORE.

INT. BACKSTAGE - LATER

The Event Organizer talks to her walkie talkie. She 
stops and checks the Band 19, 20 and 21 on her 
clipboard, Band 22 is up.

EVENT ORGANIZER
(on the walkie 
talkie)

Yeah, boss. They are ready.

The Event Organizer meets them up, again.
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EVENT ORGANIZER
You’re good? Ready?

SCOTT
Our turn?

The Event Organizer nods. They are evidently scared, 
their hearts are trembling. Julie brushes Scott’s hair 
up with her hands.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - CONCERT HALL - DAY

The trio jumps at the stage. The audience stares at 
them. Conan’s on the spotlight.

CONAN
And for our next band, they 
are well, practically 
newbies. From the amusing 
CherryWood town, here comes 
the Cooozmooo!

The spotlight turns to them. Conan exits. They all get 
in to their positions.

JULIE
(on the mic)

Hey guys, first, I want to 
dedicate this to my friend’s 
mother, grandmother and also 
for my father, all of them 
contributed a little part to 
get us in here.

Scott and Gordon share a look over the dramatic speech.
A moment passes.

JULIE
Here we are.

Scott starts to strum his guitar; its first few notes 
are very soothing, turns out to be a SLOW ROCK. Then 
they all started to play “Fleet” by COZMO. Julie sings,
her beautiful voice smoothly slides into our ears. 
Gordon did the spinning drumsticks method.
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INT. CHERRYWOOD HOSPITAL - DAY

The song continues to play as Lori paces in the hospital 
hallway. Grandma is on the E.R.

INT. E.R. - DAY

SLOWMO:

As the DOCTORS tries to revive Grandma...

INT. SALMON HOTEL - CONCERT HALL - DAY

The audience watches with different emotions, some are 
feeling the music, some doesn’t care. Justin is 
snickering on the stage side.

CONTINUE MUSIC.

INT. E.R. - DAY

The Doctors covered Grandma with a sheet cloth, she’s 
gone.

INT. CHERRYWOOD HOSPITAL - DAY

A DOCTOR revealed to Lori what Grandma’s fate is. She 
starts to sob. Lori opens her phone then starts dialing.

INT. SALMON HOTEL - CONCERT HALL - DAY

The Cozmo band is in the middle of the song when 
suddenly Scott’s phone rings. UH - OH. Scott stops, 
panicking.

The audience starts to boo.

SCOTT
Who’s calling?

Scott takes the phone then answers it. Julie and Gordon 
stares at him, really mortified.

SCOTT
Hello?
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JULIE
Scott.

The crowd starts to boo even more, other leave. Justin 
looks at them.

JUSTIN
Look at ‘em. Total losers.

The Event Organizer watches them with utter confusion.

CONAN
(to the 
audience)

Looks like there is something 
wrong.

SCOTT
Mom?

LORI (O.S.)
Scott, go home! Grandma is 
fucking gone!

Scott is visibly STUNNED. Scott weakens, he topples a 
sound system, and it falls. People boo more. The judges 
watch stressed. Justin stands up.

JUSTIN
Get off the stage! Losers!

Justin gets on the stage, as well as his other band 
mates. They start attacking the trio. People start to 
clap and cheer about what they are seeing.

We see several sequences of them fighting.

CUT TO:

INT. SALMON HOTEL - ELEVATOR - DAY

The Cozmo and Hardcore band stares at each other.

SCOTT (V.O.)
We are all disqualified from 
the contest. A great 
decision...I guess.
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Justin looks at Scott.

JUSTIN
This is your entire fault.

SCOTT
What?

Justin is about to smack Scott’s face when Amanda stops 
him, instead his fist hits Amanda’s cheek, she 
scrambles. Other band mates were like “Whoa”.

JUSTIN
Amanda!

AMANDA
What the heck, Justin?

SCOTT
Why are you so hot headed?

JUSTIN
It’s because of you!

JULIE
Wait, okay. We don’t want any 
fights. No rivalries. No 
brawl. No clash. Nothing. 
Just knock it off. It’s just 
freaking contest. Let’s stop 
whining about it.

A beat. 

JUSTIN
What floor are we?

The Elevator door opens. Both teams come out. Justin 
cuddles Amanda.

JUSTIN
You’re owned!

He fakes a gun using his hands, and then they’re gone.

SCOTT
Fucking losers.

CUT TO:
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EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

The four kids (with Chad) walk down the parking lot, 
disoriented and sad. Julie looks up at Scott.

JULIE
I’m sorry.

SCOTT
Don’t be sorry. There are 
many chances lying ahead.

JULIE
No, I mean about...Grandma.

SCOTT
Nobody’s fault.

They open the trunk and put all their things

SCOTT
I guess this the best summer 
I had.

They all got into the car.

JULIE
I’ll drive.

In a distance, we can see the Hardcore band, humping on 
their truck.

Both cars started, they even drive exactly the same 
moment.

JUSTIN
They are tying me.

Justin jerks the steering wheel; he crushes the van’s 
side. It turns sideways. The Cozmo band giggles about 
it.

GORDON
Hey!

Chad giggles, a lot.

JULIE
Give it to me!
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Julie crushes them too, sparks fly everywhere. It’s just 
a glowing delight for Chad’s untrained eyes. Justin 
loses over the truck.

AMANDA
What are you doing?

Justin struggles, and then finally, they hit a Salmon 
Hotel building wall, with an enormous Battle of the 
Bandgeeks poster on it, they are both damaged.

The Cozmo van drives swiftly out of the hotel’s 
premises.

INT./ EXT. COZMO VAN - DAY

“Where we gonna go from here” by Matt Kearney starts to 
play.

Julie drives. Scott is on the side, sad. Gordon plays 
with Chad.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Before trying on this 
competition, I expect 
everything to be fine but I 
guess some expectations are 
really fucked up.

INT. CHERRYWOOD HOSPITAL - DAY

The clouds outside are orange. The four runs on the 
hallway.

CONTINUE MUSIC.

INT. E.R. - DAY

Scott enters the room, only him. He sees Lori, she looks 
grimy. She runs to her son.

SCOTT
Grandma.

LORI
Scott. Scott!
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Lori stares at him for a moment.

SCOTT
I’m sorry. I shouldn’t have 
disobeyed you. I have to 
apologize.

Lori hugs her son.

LORI
I’m sorry too, for being a 
jerk.

SCOTT
Mom?

LORI
The storms are coming. We 
have to endure it. We have to 
be compact. Your Grandma is 
happy, somewhere and she is 
delighted for you.

Scott notices the band aids and gauzes and Lori’s face 
and body.

SCOTT
What happened?

LORI
I tried everything I can. I
fight.

A beat.

LORI
And what happened to you and 
your friends?

SCOTT
We lost. Maybe, it’s not our 
time and I guess you’re 
right; it’s time to stop 
before it comes too far.
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LORI
No. No. I already forgive 
your father and if you want 
anything, I’ll support you. 
Especially, maturity level is 
occurring. I have to be on 
your side.

SCOTT
Thanks.

Lori notices Scott’s black eye on the face.

LORI
What’s this?

SCOTT
(proudly in a 
dorky way)

We just got a little fight.

LORI
That’s my boy.

They both look at Grandma, trying everything to hold
back their tears.

CONTINUE MUSIC.

INT. CHERRYWOOD HOSPITAL - DAY

Julie, Gordon and Chad are sitting on a line of waiting 
chairs.

JULIE
Thanks, Gordon.

GORDON
Really? For what?

JULIE
I owe you for saving me from 
my father.

GORDON
That’s nothing. Welcome.
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They both smile. They high five.

END MUSIC.

FADE OUT:

FADE IN:

EXT. CHERRYWOOD CEMETERY - DAY

It’s Grandma’s burial day. Lori’s weeping. There are 
other relatives. The Cozmo band is performing their song 
“Fleet” and no one can interrupt them now.

SCOTT (V.O.)
At least, we performed in the 
most important audience in 
the world.

After the performance, everyone claps. Sam, the dog 
whimpers.

DISSOLVE:

INT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Lori is wiping Grandma and Dad’s pictures. Dad’s remains 
are in a beautifully manicured jar again.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Mom finally forgives Dad. We 
left our old boring house in 
the city and decided to live 
in Grandma’s. And finally, 
Mom’s happy about the band 
but still can’t get over a 
bad drinking habit.

Lori gulps a bottle of Vodka.

DISSOLVE:

INT. COURT ROOM - DAY

The trio is in court. Mac is in trial. Julie presses her 
father in crime. Mac is seen teary eyed.
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JUDGE
Guilty!

After bringing down the decision, they all cheer. And 
the Police take Mac out.

JULIE
I’ve never seen him cry 
before.

SCOTT
I know, he’s still a human 
being.

A moment passes by.

GORDON
And human beings aren’t 
perfect.

SCOTT (V.O.)
As for Julie, she and Chad 
finally got their freedom...

DISSOLVE:

INT. FUN FAIR - NIGHT

It’s a frolicking, hot summer afternoon. Julie is 
performing on the stage where she and Scott sung before.

SCOTT (V.O.)
...Julie is hired for a 
weekly performance after some 
crowd demands.

DISSOLVE:

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DAY

Gordon and Sam are playing Frisbee. Chad and Scott are 
having a man to man conversation, sitting on the steps.

CHAD
Hey.

SCOTT
Yeah?



104

CHAD
Do you love my sister?

SCOTT
Well, uhm, for some reasons, 
I kinda like her, but she’s 
vulnerable but don’t get me 
wrong, I like her being 
vulnerable and...

CHAD
(rolling his 
eyes)

Stop uttering. You obviously 
love her.

SCOTT
I do?

Suddenly, the Frisbee hits Scott’s head.

SCOTT
Aw!

Gordon and Sam are happy, even Chad.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Gordon and Chad became Sam’s 
best friends; he won’t be 
lonely after Grandma’s death.

INT. PLAYGROUND - DAY

SCOTT (V.O.)
Me? Obviously.

Julie and Scott are making mud pies together, giggling.

JULIE
This is so weird.

SCOTT
What’s weird?

JULIE
You know, the two of us.
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SCOTT
So, our relationship is 
weird?

JULIE
Yeah, some things that are 
good are weird.

A beat. Julie draws closer, they kiss. After that tender 
kiss, they star throwing mud at each other.

SCOTT (V.O.)
Moreover, about the band. 
There’s nothing to worry 
about, as what I said about 
earlier in the movie, there 
are some chances lying ahead.

INT. TV SHOW STUDIO - DAY

The Cozmo band is facing a POPULAR TV SHOW HOST.

SCOTT (V.O.)
We got invited in a talk show 
after the controversial event 
in a contest.

POPULAR TV SHOW 
HOST

So, what happened in there? 
You all like start blowing 
each other faces off!

SCOTT
Well, it’s a complicated 
thing.

JULIE
You were pretty bad ass in 
there.

POPULAR TV SHOW 
HOST

Yeah, let us replay that.

Suddenly, something flashes on the screen, JUSTIN and 
SCOTT beating each other.
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POPULAR TV SHOW 
HOST

Good thing there are cameras 
around.

GORDON
That’s fantastic.

POPULAR TV SHOW 
HOST

Let us talk about your song, 
debut song and album. You 
know, the song is pretty 
contagious.

They laugh and giggle.

INT. RECORD STORE - DAY

The Cozmo band is picking some albums, now they are 
staring at a slot where their ALBUMS are, entitled 
FLEET.

SCOTT (V.O.)
We finally got our most 
awaited album, produced by my 
Mom because she got hired 
again, by the advertising 
company.

We see their albums on the BEST SELLER SPOT.

EXT. GRANDMA’S HOUSE - DUSK

The Cozmo band is sitting on the yard.

SCOTT (V.O.)
The band really helps and 
amends us, our lives changed 
terribly. We made a great 
option about moving on about 
that contest, we will not be 
successful without losing.

PULL OUT from the empty streets, the sun is shimmering, 
the leaves are feeling, an AUTUMN feel.



107

SCOTT (V.O.)
Another summer is over.

CUT TO BLACK

                         THE END


