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FADE | N:

EXT. BENSON STREET - DAY

An incredibly average British street. The road is busy with
heavy traffic and heavy footfall. Cars sit parked outside
terraced houses on both sides of the road.

A butchers, nechanics, electrical store and betting shop
awai t busi ness. People stroll in and out of the stores.

No one can mss "Raj’s Superstore” and "Malik's Supermart”
standi ng side by side. The two converted houses stand as a
testanent to what good newsagents shoul d be.

A GAGGLE OF SCHOOLCHI LDREN eye up the stores. A LI TTLE RUNT,
t he joker of the pack, 12, shows off.

LI TTLE RUNT
Mal i k banned ne.

A giggle fromthe gaggl e.

MALI K, 40s, plunp, worn down by the years, props up the
doorway. H's face nasked with a scow .

RAJ, early 20s, charm ng, skinny, inexplicably dressed in a
suit, stands in his doorway.

LI TTLE RUNT
Am |l still banned?

MAL| K
Until further notice.

RAJ
Everyone’s wel conme at Raj’s, | ads.

He ushers the children into his store.

I NT. MALI K S - CONTI NUOUS

Mal i k wal ks in, slunps down behind the counter. Hs store
| ooks lazier than he. It’s all a bit haphazard. Bargain bins
dot the store, partially blocking the entrance.

The shel ves are understocked. AMR, 12, attends to this
problem w th met hodi cal shelf replenishnent. A chiselled
antithesis to Malik, he harks back to his father’'s forner
gl ory days.



MALI K
You' re going to have to | everage
your contacts, son.

AM R
What ne what ?

MALI K
Get the kids in here. They all go
next door.

AM R
Wel | stop banning them

MALI K
"1l stop banning them when they
stop stealing from ne.

AM R
Then why do you want themin the
store?!

MALI K

Just get on with your worKk!

I NT. RAJ’S - CONTI NUOUS

Raj’'s store equals a beacon of efficiency. Each and every
itempriced. Contenporary decor. A mni-mart heaven.

Little Runt and his perpetually bullied near 6 footer of a
friend BIG LAD, 12, ruffle through magazi nes: football nags,
FHVE, comics. Little Runt eyes the top shelf porn.

LI TTLE RUNT
| can’t reach

Big Lad reaches to the top shelf. As he clasps the mag..

RAJ
This is not WH Smth, |ads. You
read, you buy. And you're
definitely not old enough for that.

Bi g Lad relinquishes his grip.

LI TTLE RUNT
They’ re cheaper at Malik’s.

RAJ
What’ s cheaper ?



LI TTLE RUNT
The | adi es sel ecti on.

RAJ
As if you can reach to see.

LI TTLE RUNT
That’ s why |’ ve got Lurch here.

Little Runt | aughs.

He hol ds a nagazine priced at two
pounds.

LI TTLE RUNT
This is cheaper next door.

RAJ
The price is marked on it.

LI TTLE RUNT
| don’t have enough.

RAJ
How nuch do you have?

Begrudgingly, Little Runt places his little mtt

in his
overly baggy trouser pocket.

LI TTLE RUNT
Only got a quid -

Struggles to count out.

LI TTLE RUNT
- forty-two.

RAJ
It’s 2 quid.

Wthout saying a word, Little Runt holds out his hand to Big
Lad, who obliges with the remaining anount.

Little Runt hands the remaining cash to Raj.

Raj stares at the pair, barely able to take in the role to
si ze reversal

RAJ
Anyt hi ng for you?

Bl G LAD
No t hanks.
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Little Runt holds his hand out again, Big Lad furnishes it
with nore noney. Little Runt picks up a pack of gum Hands
over the cash to Raj.

LI TTLE RUNT
Ta, ot herfucker!

Little Runt hurries Big Lad out the door and unseen to Raj,
flips the finger. W now see he has two packs of gum

LI TTLE RUNT
(mutters to hinself)
Paki fuck.
EXT. MALIK S - NI GHT

Mal i k struggles to pull down his outer shutter. He westles
withit, and it finally SLAMS down barely mssing his feet.

He now battles with the | ock.

RAJ (O S.)
Need sone hel p?
MALI K
(wi t hout | ooki ng up)
No.
RAJ
Don’t be so proud.
MALI K
(not even in the ball park of
cont ext)

You' re a | each. You ve no respect
for your el ders.

RAJ
|’moffering to help, aren’'t [?

Raj appears staggered at Malik’s ineptitude.

Finally, the lock CLICKS into place, allowing Malik a
satisfied HUM

Full of pride, he rises to his feet. Stares down Raj.

RAJ
There' s plenty business for us
bot h, you know. | know you’'re

second choice. But overfl ow ng
footfall comes your way.



MALI K
(defiantly)
| was here first.

RAJ
You don’t own the right to be here
trading alone. | have as nuch right

to be here. Maybe nore.
Mal i k seet hes.

RAJ ( CONT’ D)
"1l buy you out, then. Expand ny
Superstore. Gve the punters tw ce
the Raj. How nuch?

MALI K
Now you listen here. This is ny
| egacy to the famly. You have no
respect for famly, or tradition.
(first thing cones to m nd;
chi | di sh)
How rmuch for yours?

RAJ
| just asked you that.
MALI K
Well, now | am asking you. I’'l1l buy
you out. G ve the, uh, custoners -
RAJ
- twice the Malik? That’s not

possi bl e.
SEEMA, 40s, watches fromthe wi ndow above Mali k' s store.

SEEMA
Mal i k?

An ol d western stand-off between Malik and Raj.

SEEMA
Mal i k?

RAJ
You'd better answer the mn ssus.

SEEMA
Mal i k!



MALI K
What is it?

SEEMA
Your dinner’s getting cold.

Mal i k, enbarrassed as the day is long, shuffles to the
pl astic-coated door leading to the flat above the store.

Throughout, he retains eye contact with Raj.

He funbles with his keys behind his back, blindly attenpting
to unl ock the door.

He drops the keys, pats the floor to locate them
Raj is a mxture of bew | dernment and gl ee.

Mal i k successfully opens the door. He paces backwards slowy
until his head is sandwi ched in the partially open door.

A final stand-off and finally he s gone.

Raj shakes his head, enters the flat above his store.

INT. RAJ'S - MORNI NG

Raj sleepily enters, rubs his eyes. Switches on the power.
The shop lights flicker into action.

I NT. MALIK S - MORNI NG

Mal i k, fully dressed, ready for business.

Fl abbergasted, he studies a letter.

Seerma enters fromupstairs with a coffee. Malik quickly
pl aces the letter in his pocket.

SEENVA
There you go darling. Wat was
t hat ?
MALI K
What ?
Seema smi | es.
SEENVA

Ch Malik. You Il never change. You
have worry etched on your face. So



~ SEEMVA _
whatever it is you're trying to
hi de from nme, you can stop

She ki sses him

SEEMA
A fam |y business, renmenber?

MALI K
Toni ght at dinner. W' |l go through
it. Tonight. Yes.

SEENVA
You don’t have to carry the world
on your shoul ders ny | ove.

MALI K
|"d carry anything for you.

KNOCK KNOCK. Malik |ooks to the front door. An | MPATI ENT
NEWSPAPER DELI VERY MAN nakes eye contact, and despite the
eye contact, KNOCKS again. I|npatiently.

EXT. BENSON STREET - DAY

SCHOCLCHI LDREN congregate outside the stores. A SUPERVARKET
DELI VERY VAN sits across fromMalik’s and Raj’s.

Amir exits and high fives PETER, 12, a |loveable little rogue
who' s been waiting patiently for him

AM R
Why are you waiting outside?

PETER
Your dad wouldn’t let ne in. He
said two kids were already insidel!
Has he changed his m nd about the
cl ub?

They now stroll down the street.

AM R
Nah, he won’t either. Says it’'s a
fam |y business and we all have to
pul | our weight.

PETER
It’s one night a week practicing!
If you want nme to sort it out for
you?



AM R
What woul d you do! Apparently it’s
al | about responsibility.

PETER
What about a job for ne?

AM R
No chance! Wiy pay you when he can
pay ne pittance.
Am r checks his watch.

AM R
Race you

They scuttle down the road.

I NT. MALIK S - LATER

Raj enters the store. He surveys the conpetition, a wy
sm | es breaks out.

Mal i k senses the intrusion.

RAJ
You heard then?
MALI K
What do you want ?
RAJ
You got the letter, you heard about
t he pl ans.
MALI K

It’s none of your business what
letters | receive. Wiy do you want
to know?

RAJ
Thi s Tescos expansion affects us
both. Don’t be so dognati c.

MALI K
|’ m no Spaniel, boy!

RAJ
That makes no sense.



MALI K
| don’'t care.

RAJ
What are you even tal ki ng about?

MEGHA(O. S.)
Qoo! Look what the cat dragged in.

MEGHA, 18, Bol | ywood- queen-in-the-maki ng breezes into the
store fromthe flat above.

She’s an obvious chink in the Raj arnmour, and she knows it.

RAJ
Megha.

MVEGHA
Raj st er.

Mal i k enmerges fromthe counter to chaperone Megha - she
doesn’t need it.

He escorts her out the store.

MVEGHA
Bye Raj.

EXT. MALIK' S - CONTI NUCGUS

Mal i k gives his daughter a full and fatherly hug - she
gl ows, reciprocates. She unlocks her car. Opens the door.

MALI K
What tinme do your |ectures finish?
Wait a mnute, haven't they already
started?

MVEGHA
It got cancelled, but good
ti metabl e nenory, Dad

MALI K
" myour father, | know everything.

He produces a goofy smle.

VEGHA
Bye Dad.

She gets into the car, drives off.

Raj, who's been watching the whole tinme, sharks over.
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RAJ
We need to talk.

MALI K
W need to do nothing of the sort.

Mali k slaps Raj’s face with a quick one-two.
MALI K
|”ve got a business to run and
nout hs to feed.

I NT. SCHOOL - CORRI DOR - DAY

A spruced up British school. The product of the huge schoo
rebuil ding projects, it glistens with hope and possibility.

SARAH, 12, an adorable little girl w thout an ounce of
know edge of it, wal ks with KATE and STACEY, both 12.

They enter into a -

| NT. SCHOOL - LARGE HALL

- where tabl es accommobdate groups of children eating | unch.
They settle onto a spare table, unpack their |unchboxes.
Amr sits with Peter and a FEW FRI ENDS across the hall.

The girls take notice of them

SARAH
He' s gor geous.
KATE
VWhi ch one? Joe?
SARAH
As if!
STACEY
Paul ? Peter?
KATE
Nah, she neans the new kid - what's
hi s nane? Steven, | think.
SARAH

Amir! And he’'s the best by a mle.
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KATE
He' s br own!

Sarah brushes off the comment with a shake of her head.

Amir and Peter clock the girl’s eyes but lack the courage to
mai ntai n eye contact.

PETER
They're definitely | ooking over. W
have to join that drama club

AM R
Agreed. About the drama cl ub.
They’ re not | ooking over.

Peter’s eyes dart back over to the girls and i medi ately
| ower when he is clocked by Sarah.

PETER
She is | ooking at you. | swear!

AM R
Just eat your dinner!

SARAH
Hello Amr.

Am r | ooks up. Conpletely dunbfounded. Neither of them saw
her com ng.

AM R
Hel | o!

PETER
Hey.

SARAH

Hey Peter. So | was wondering if
you guys were going to join the
drama cl ub. One night a week
rehearsal. One show a nonth

AM R
uUmm -

PETER
You bet we are! Is, uh, is Stacey
joining the club?

SARAH
Yeah. Amr, you joining?

Amir nods his head repeatedly. But doesn't speak.
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SARAH
Cool . | think you wal k hone through
t he park, yeah?
Amir still nods. Still doesn’t speak.
SARAH

You want to wal k home together?
Amir still nodding, still not speaking.
A LOUD BELL RINGS. Lunch over in 10 m nutes.
SARAH

|"d better go eat ny lunch. [’
see you |l ater?

You got it, he still nods.
AM R
(faintly)
Yeah!

EXT. MEADOW S PARK - LATER
Ami r and Sarah wal k through the |arge park.

Amir’s a wal king tomato. Each word he speaks buil ds anot her
| evel of shyness.

Sarah’s shyness manifests instead in a flurry of words.
Qpposite attract.

SARAH

Do you read horoscopes?
AM R

Nah.
SARAH

What star sign are you?
AM R

Dunno.
SARAH

When were you born?

AM R
August .
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SARAH
When in August? There are two star
signs in August.

She grins at his lack of know edge.

AM R
22nd.

SARAH
Leo!

AM R
Ah, right.

SARAH
|'’man Aries. March 28t h.

AM R
Cool .

SARAH

My mum believes in all this stuff
but ny dad thinks it’s crap. Wat
about your parents?

Am r shrugs his shoul ders.

SARAH
Your parents run the newsagents,
yeah?

AM R
Yeah.

SARAH
M ne don’t worKk.

AM R
Wy ?

SARAH
"Cos ny mum has problens with her
heart and nmy dad - |I’mnot sure
what’s wong with him

AM R
" m sorry.

SARAH

Yeah, she’s alright, she just can’'t
move around too nuch. But | do this
Drana Club "cos |I'd |love to be an
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SARAH
actress. Maybe one day | can earn
enough to give ny numthe best
care.

They arrive at the main road. They’'re going in opposite
directions. They stand awaiting the other to say sonething.

SARAH
Do you want to neet here in the
nor ni ng?

AM R
Yeah. | usually walk with Peter if
that’s cool

SARAH
Sur e.

AM R
See you tonorrow.

Amir starts off. Sarah belatedly follows suit.

I NT. MALIK S FLAT - KI TCHEN LOUNGE - NI GHT

An open plan kitchen/lounge, contrastingly contenporary and
plush to the bel ow store.

Mali k and Amir watch TV, they inpersonate frozen mannequi ns
Wi th uncannily simlar posture.

Seema ricochets between the diner table and stove.
SEEMA
Mal i k, can you give ne a hand,
her e?
Mal i kK murrmurs an indeci pherable "no".
She rolls her eyes, continues with the neal prep.

The front door closes loudly O S

MEGHA (O S.)
Sorry!

MALI K
You' re | ate.

Megha appears. Ruffled, breathless and slightly red-eyed.



15.

VEGHA

And that is why | said sorry.
SEENVA

Cone hel p.
MALI K

Wher e have you been?

I NT. MEGHA' S CAR - DAY - FLASHBACK

Mar ooned anongst the trees sits Megha' s car. Raj fiddles
with the radio.

VEGHA
Wiy do you always try to fix that
t hi ng?
Raj shrugs.
She leans in, lightly kisses his lips. Holds himtightly.

Raj cl oses his eyes, appreciates the nonent.

MVEGHA

Soften himup. Softly, softly,

r emenber ?
RAJ

He’ Il never accept ne. He hates ne.
VEGHA

He doesn’t hate you, he just needs
time. And you have to stop w nding
hi m up. You know he bites every
tinme!

RAJ
He won’t accept ne as a nman, |et
al one your nan.

VEGHA
Just be patient and be ni ce.

RAJ
Dati ng you behind his back is the
worst thing I can do.

MVEGHA
Just be gl ad he gave up on the
arranged nmarriage thing.

She sl aps his armfor acknow edgnent of her obvious funny.
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RAJ

VEGHA
Don't be like that. You know he'd
never do that to ne.

RAJ
Don’t be like what? | | ove you and
| can never |ove you in public ’'cos
your dad will pour acid down ny
throat if he finds out.

VEGHA
He’s not a fucking terrorist, Raj
And don’t go saying things |ike
that. He’'s just a sinple man who
| oves his famly. Wiy do we have to
have this fight every tine we see
one anot her?

RAJ
When el se are we supposed to have
it? Every tine | see you and he’'s
there, | have to pretend |like
you' re just sonebody, anybody -
just not the person | want to spend
the rest of ny life with.

A smle achingly breaks through Megha's tears.

MVEGHA
You nean that?

RAJ
You know | do.

As they lean in for a kiss, the radi o CRACKLES into action.
They both junp, burst into |aughter.
END FLASHBACK

I NT. MALI K S - CONTI NUOUS
Megha sets the table, avoids eye contact.

MEGHA
| studied extra with Jen.



MALI K
(to Am r; beam ng)
You foll ow her exanple.

Megha wi nces, she doesn’t enjoy deceit.
Seema hauls a large pot over to the dining table.

SEENA
Di nner’ s ready.

Megha finishes laying out the plates. Mlik heads over,
ki sses Megha’s head. Amir follows, slaps her head.

She turns, nock slaps hi mback.
Everyone settles. In turn they dish out their food.

MALI K
Now t hat everyone is finally here,
| need to raise a very inportant
issue. It’s with great regret that
| do this.

VEGHA
You’' re not addressing Parlianent,
dad. Don’t be so dramatic.

MALI K
K, ! Tescos is planning on
opening a store, over at Meadow s
Park. | received the notification
today. They’ ve applied for planning
perm ssion and next week they’ ||
send over one of their
representatives. They want to chat
with us and to introduce thensel ves
to the community. That’s nice of
them they didn't have to do that.

MVEGHA
Stop with the blind Ioyalty, Dad!
They don’t have to bl oody open up a
store in an area that’s served by
not one but two excellent stores -

MALI K
- One! Just the one excell -

MVEGHA
- Oh ny God! Do you ever stop?
Can’t you | eave himalone? He's a
bl oody orphan, Dad. Can’t you give
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VEGHA
himjust a nonment’s thought? W're
here having dinner as a famly,
enj oyi ng ourselves and he’s
probably on his own over there.

Seema observes, keeps her thought to herself: nother’s
i ntuition.

MALI K
| tried to welcome himin. Don’t
you forget that. | let himwork

shifts here - do you forget that?
He | earned his trade here and then
opened up a store next door! Next

door! | bet he’s gallivanting out
with sonme bl oody floozies right
NOW.

MVEGHA
Dad!

I NT. RAJ’S FLAT - CONTI NUOUS

Raj’s flat exhibits none of his store’s flash interior. He
lies on the sofa watching TV with a TV dinner.

The Tesco letter sits on a stack of unopened envel opes.

| NT. MALI K S FLAT - KI TCHEN LOUNGE - CONTI NUQUS

Mali k |ifts another scoop of curry, places it down on his
pl ate. He does this with the volunme cranked up.

Megha fiddles with her food.

SEENVA
Come on you two. Not at dinner,
pl ease.

VEGHA

We have to get the community

i nvolved. Start the opposition.
Every wi ndow can have a "NO to
Tescos’ poster. Facebook, Twitter.
|1l get the university involved.
The lecturer’s | ove a good cause.
The council will have to listen.
They can bl ock pl anni ng perm ssi on.
| f the community don’t want them

i nvolved, they' |l have to listen.
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SEEMVA
| don’t think it can be stopped.

VEGHA
Mum this isn't right.

SEENVA
They’ re openi ng up everywhere now.

MALI K
(i ncongruously changi ng tune)
She’s right, Seema. W have to
fight this thing. Not only do we
have hi m next door, but now we have
Tesco’s.

AM R
| f Sai nsbury’s can’t keep up with
them Dad, then how are we supposed
to?

MALI K
D d Gandhi back down to the
British, son? No, he stood up
agai nst the m ght of an enpire. Now
it’s our turn.

Si |l ence descends upon the group. Just the sounds of cutlery
clashing with the plates.

MALI K (V. Q)
Let’s get this show on the road.

I NT. MALIK S FLAT - KI TCHEN LOUNGE - LATER

Mal i k buttons up an obviously ill-fitting ' 70s style parka.
Am r stands waiting, watching him

MALI K
W won’'t be back too late, ny
| ovely | adi es. Bye.

SEENVA
Bye.

VEGHA
See ya.

Mal i k carel essly SLAMS the door on his way out.



Seema and

MALIK (O S.)
Sorry!

Megha net hodically wash and dry the dishes.

SEEMA
Extra studying tonight. I'm
i mpr essed.

MVEGHA
|’mreally enjoying it. Maybe 1’1
have to stay |ater nore often now
to get this "NO to Tesco’ canpaign

goi ng.

Seenm rai ses an eyebrow. Sm |l es.

Megha smi |

SEEMVA
You're nore |ike your father than
you' I | ever know.

es.

SEEMVA
You were very passionate defendi ng
Raj tonight.

MVEGHA
| just don’t want to see the
community lose its identity.

SEEMA
| see.
MEGHA
Munf
SEENMA
Megha, | saw your face when you

cane in. And | saw your passion
when you were tal king about Raj.
What’ s goi ng on?

MVEGHA
Don't be silly. Wiy woul d you even
t hi nk that?

SEENVA
Megha.

VEGHA
You’ re over thinking this!

20.
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SEENVA
| f you are doi ng sonething, your
father will be furious that you
kept it fromhim but nore
inportantly, he'll be angry because
you | i ed.

She allows her words to sink in.

SEENA
So?

VEGHA
You’ ve got an overactive
i magi nati on.

OVERLAP: W hear a bowing ball rolling dowmn a | ane and
SMASH NG into -

MALIK (O S.)
Bl oody hel |'!

I NT. SKITTLE ALLEY - N GHT
- PINS!

Mal i k stands at the end of the | ane watching. He stares down
t he STRI KE.

This is an offbeat, Big Lebowski-style bowing arena.

Mal i k pl ays doubl es. He and his partner, BARRY, 50s, union
man sl ash shop steward-type both wear jerseys sponsored by
"Mali ks Supermart”.

Mal i k dances back towards the seating area and high fives a
t hor oughly bored Amir.

He then extravagantly high fives Barry.

Their OPPOSI TE NUMBERS, a FATTY and a SKINNY shake their
heads, ready thenselves for Skinny to bow .

BARRY
STE- RI KE! Tal ki ng about strikes...
"1l grab a bunch of |ads, get this
rebellion going. At the plant we
ousted t he nmanager for not
listening to the workforce. Big
no-no. 'l Bazza him
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AM R
Bazza hi nf?
BARRY
Kind of like I'll batter him but

with my nane. Geddit?

AM R
Yeah, | think so.

Barry digs in his pocket, hands Anmr a few quid.

BARRY
Go get yourself a drink, son.
Mal i k?

Mal i k shakes no.
Amir heads off. Barry leans in to whisper to Mlik.

BARRY
How far do you want nme to go?

Mali k smles a crooked, unsure grin

MALI K
What do you nean?

BARRY
| know a few | ads, you can cal
t hem prof essional activists - they
like to get involved in these sort
of things. 1'd nanage it all. Keep
a civil head on things.

MALI K
Megha's printing up a bunch of
signs to start.

BARRY
Wth all respect, that’'s
codswal | op. Student bollocks. It
won't get you anywhere. Sonetines
you got to get the heavies in. You
know what | nmean? |’ m not a radical
man, Malik, you know that. |1’ m not.

MALI K
What about the tinme with the postal
strike?
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BARRY
What about it?

MALI K
Vel|l you picketed those houses for
days on end. It’'Il | ook bad for ne.
W'l see how it goes.

We hear a CRASH of pins.

FATTY
YEAH!

Ski nny noonwal ks, badly, to his teammate’s appl ause.

BARRY
And what about that little bastard.
Raj .

Mal i k cont enpl at es.
Ski nny high fives Fatty, m mcking Malik. Sarcastically.

MALI K
He's not that bad. His store is
pretty well sorted.

BARRY
He’s a fucking traitor. He's
forcing you out of business. You
grew a nonster! You welconmed himin
and he shat on your face. SHAT on
your face.

MALI K
Ahh, conme on, his adoptive parents
gave himthe noney for the store.
Wiy woul dn’t he give it a go?

BARRY
Well, like | say, if you want to
see to it that he gets a little
behind with stuff, I'mthere for
you.

FATTY

Are you going to bow or what, pal?



EXT. MALIK S - DAY

Mal i k stands observing a freshly placed *NO to Tescos’
MALI K
s it too big?
MVEGHA
It’s just right. 1"Il take one next
door .
MALI K

Wait. What are you doi ng?

MVEGHA
W need to strengthen the voice,
Dad. W got to get the word out
t here.

MALI K
Let himprint his own!

Megha rolls her eyes.

VEGHA
Come on. That’'s not the spirit.

She enters Raj’s -

I NT. RAJ'S - CONTI NUOUS
- Raj stands at his counter, reading a newspaper.
RAJ

You’ ve got about 30 seconds before
he races in with the |ifeboat.

MVEGHA
| ve got sonmething for you to put
up.

RAJ
What is it?

She places the "NO sign in front of him

RAJ
No t hanks.

VEGHA
What ?

24.

si gn.
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RAJ
VWhat difference will it make?
They’ re opening up and one of us is
goi ng down. Your dad needs to | ook
beyond the shop.

MVEGHA
You arrogant -

RAJ
- | need to see you tonight. | mss
you. | |ove you

Malik enters. Raj’s heartfelt expression switches off.

Mal i k | ooks around the store, strolls around with his hands
behi nd hi s back.

He spots a few | oaves of bread mi ssing fromthe shelf.

MALI K
You need to fill up the bread.

He feels the bread, tests freshness.
MALI K
Not sure you have the best
suppl i er.
He i nspects the date tags on the bread.
MALI K
Looks like it’s not your top
sel |l er.

He | aughs heartily. He takes Megha by the arm

MALI K
Well, this is enough dancing with
the devil. Pop over the printing

costs when you have a m nute.

Mal i kK whi sks Megha out. She | eaves the 'NO sign

EXT. RAJ'S - CONTI NUOUS
They pace the few feet to Malik’s store.

MEGHA
Dad! What did we say |ast night?
You don’t need to be so harsh on
him Wy is that?
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MALI K
(petul ant)
It’s not our problem

VEGHA
Dad!

MALI K
X! I won't charge for the sign
but if he wants nore -

MEGHA
- You know that’s not what | neant!

MALI K
['11l be nice.

He strokes Megha' s hair.
MALI K
You go on in and continue the
fight. 1’mproud of you. You' ve got
a good heart. Thank god for your
not her!
Anot her hearty Malik | augh.
Megha ki sses Malik’s cheek, heads into the store.

VEGHA
Let’s fight the good fight, yes?

Mal i k nods, watches after her as she heads into the store.
Paces back to the entrance of Raj’'s store, pops his head in.
A prol onged beat. Raj and Malik just stare at one another.

RAJ
Yes?

Anot her beat.

MALI K
Uh, nake sure you put that bl oody
sign up. And it’s on ne.

Mal i k gives a thunbs up and his head exits.

MALI K
(fromoutside the store
t hrough the w ndow)
Let’s fight the bastards!



Anot her thunmbs up. Both thunbs this tine.

I NT. MALIK S - LATER
Amir sits on a snmall stool stocking the |ower shel ves.

MALI K
No son. W've had this conversation
over and over.

AM R
You make me sit all night with you
when you go bow i ng.

MALI K

You | ove the bow ing nights.
AM R

No, | don't. | hate them
MALI K

Then why do you cone?
AM R

" Cos you nake ne!
MALI K

That’s not true.
AM R

Then I’ m not com ng next week.
MALI K

You bl oody well are!
AM R

No.
MALI K

Yes.
AM R

NO
MALI K

YES!

Seenma wat ches the childish confrontation fromthe fl at
entrance.



SEENVA
Am r, can you go upstairs and fix
up the washing, please.

AM R
| * m st ocki ng shel ves.

SEEMVA
"Il do them pop upstairs.

Mal i k wat ches the exchange with an arched eyebrow,
awar e of what’s about to happen.
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Seema sits on the stool. Silently fills the shel ves.

Mal i k stares at her back. He works through sone
cal cul ati ons. Keeps breaking away to | ook at her.

MAL| K
VWhat ?

SEENVA
Not hi ng.

MALI K
You think I should | |et himgo?

SEENVA
Better than letting himwaste his
evenings at the bowing club with
you and Barry.

MALI K
| " mteaching himthe val ue of
obedi ence.

SEEMVA
obedi ence? What do you think him
stocki ng the shel ves when boys his
age are out playing is if it’s not
obedi ence?

Mali k returns to his cal cul ati ons.

Amir hides on the stairs leading to the flat, listens in.

SEEMVA
Mal i k.

MALI K
Wy am | dealing with all these
t hings! Fine! He can go to the
bl oody drama cl ub.
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Amir smles, silently noves upstairs.

| NT. RAJ’S - BACKROOM - DAY
Raj sorts and counts his stock.

VEGHA
Hel | o beauti ful.

Megha stands at the back door, which is ajar.

She gives hima Kkiss.

RAJ
Can you cone back? | have to get
this done.

VEGHA
No, | cannot cone back

She eases the clipboard out of his hand, kisses himagain.

VEGHA
| m ss you.

I NT. RAJ’S - SHOP FLOOR - CONTI NUOUS

Mali k enters the store. He spots Amr’s buddy Peter behind
the till. He double takes, snorts.

MALI K
When did you start here?

PETER
Today.

MALI K
(to hinself)
Traitor.
(to Peter)
And he left you at the till by
your sel f ?

PETER
No he’s out the back right now.



I NT. RAJ'S - BACKROOM - CONTI NUOQUS
Raj and Megha ki ss.

RAJ

Can you get away tonight?
MVEGHA

No.
RAJ

Can’t you "be studying"?
MEGHA

Not agai n.
RAJ

|”’mgoing mad up there by nyself.

VEGHA
Maybe tonorrow. Anyway, Stop
worryi ng about |ater and worry
about now.

RAJ
Where’ s your dad?

MVEGHA
He’ s next door, don't worry.

RAJ
| have little Peter out front, we
don’t want himto pop in.

VEGHA
He won’t. Why woul d he.
MALIK (O S.)

Raj ?
They stare at one anot her masked in fear.

MALIK (O S.)
RAJ!

H's voice is now very cl ose.
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I NT. RAJ’S - SHOP FLOOR - CONTI NUOUS
Mal i k eyes the store. He's alerted by a CRASH NG out back.

MALI K
What the bl oody hell are you up to?

He reaches the door | eading to the backroom pokes his head
OSintoit.

MALIK (O S.)
What the hell is going on here?

FADE OUT



