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Synopsis:

AJ, 24, moves to a new town to run away from the pain and misery that is his life is and try to make something out of his gift for writing. He meets Tony, a fifteen-year-old gay kid who has no father and lives with a Christian mother who doesn’t like him much.

AJ soon realizes the memory of his past; the physical and emotional abuse by his stepfather, the sexual abuse and the mistakes he has made won’t go away easily. He also realizes Tony is not your ordinary everyday kid, he’s a kid living a carefree life: alcohol, clubbing and sleeping with guys older than him.

AJ takes upon himself to save Tony from making the same mistakes he made by helping him write a short story. 

Things go well for both AJ and Tony until Tony goes to a gay club and AJ goes to get him. They fight and AJ throws Tony out of the car in the middle of the night. This brings both of them to the realization of what they have become. AJ bitter and angry and Tony lost.

AJ gets a job as PA in Mr. Aaron’s film company and through some photos Mr. Aaron had taken in his early twenties AJ finds out he’s Aaron’s son. This leaves him even angrier and bitter that his father was alive and well all this time.

Mr. Aaron goes to AJ’s place to tell him the truth, but AJ goes berserk and throws him out. Tony convinces AJ to talk to Aaron and AJ finds out that his father did not abandon him.

An online magazine publishes Tony’s story and he realizes he can be good at anything he puts his mind on. AJ goes to New York to study filmmaking.

FADE IN:

1. INT. APARTMENT BUILDING HALLWAY    NIGHT

TONY sits outside his apartment door. AJ steps in the hallway carrying a laptop and a pizza. He stands outside his apartment door. 

AJ





Hi Tony. What are you doing there?







TONY





I forgot my key.







AJ

Well, I didn’t, come wait for your mum in my place. I even have a pizza







TONY






(Getting up.)





Very funny.

Tony picks his backpack and walks to AJ.







AJ





You must have some friends somewhere.

Tony ignores him. AJ opens the door and they walk in.

2. INT. AJ’S LIVING ROOM    NIGHT

Tony watches TV on the couch. AJ steps in putting on a t-shirt. He puts the TV off.

AJ

Time to do your homework.

TONY

It’s a Friday AJ.

AJ





Then we can eat the pizza.

He gets up, walks to the fridge and gets two sodas. He walks to the couch and sits.







AJ





Are you okay?

TONY





Life sucks sometimes.

AJ





What’s wrong Tony?

TONY

Nothing, I feel like this sometimes.

AJ





Have pizza it will make you feel better.

AJ smiles at Tony. Tony picks a piece of a pizza.

TONY





What do you do AJ?

AJ

I bust tables in a coffee shop.

TONY

You moved to L.A. to bust tables.

AJ opens the soda and drinks.



AJ

For a guy in high school, that’s some question. What do you think I should be doing?



TONY

I don’t know, you are handsome, you have a great body, you can be a lot of things in Hollywood?



AJ

I haven’t thought it like that, but I promise you I will sleep on it.



TONY

Where is your friend…?



AJ

Mark? He’s out of town for a photo shoot.



TONY

He’s a model.



AJ

Yeah.

TONY

You can be a model too.

AJ picks his laptop from the table, opens it and starts to type.







TONY





What’s that you are typing?







AJ





Something I do besides busting tables.

3. EXT. PARK   SUNSET

AJ strolls as he throws peanuts in the air and catches them with his mouth. He stops when he hears a child cry a few yards away. 

He looks around and a SIX-YEAR-OLD BOY cries to his FATHER. The father slaps the boy and pushes him away.

4. INT. FARM HOUSE LIVING ROOM    DAY

AJ, 7, places his backpack on the coffee table and sits on the couch. 

AJ’s STEPFATHER walks in carrying a pair of snickers; he breaths fire. AJ jerks up.

TITLE OVER:







Sixteen Years Ago

STEPFATHER 

AJ, where did you get these snickers?

AJ mumbles.







STEPFATHER

 Don’t lie to me you son of a gun.

AJ starts to shake frightened.







STEPFATHER 

Are you going to talk or should I make you?

 He unbuckles his belt and withdraws it.







STEPFATHER

For the last time, where did you get these? 

AJ

The man from the cemetery bought them for me.

STEPFATHER

The man from the cemetery! What were you doing at the cemetery?

AJ

It was mum’s birthday.

The Stepfather moves close to AJ. AJ retreats.

STEPFATHER

Your mother is dead. Do you hear me? One word about the cemetery again and I will make you regret… this man from the cemetery, does he have a name?



AJ

He never told me his name.



STEPFATHER

I hate it when you lie to me.

AJ 

(Crying) 

I didn’t steal them.

STEPFATHER

What were they doing under your mattress? Let me tell you this useless bastard. I will not raise a thief in my house. Go to your room and no dinner for you. 
AJ walks out of the room sobbing.

5. EXT. BACKYARD   SUNSET

The stepfather sets the snickers on fire. AJ watches from his room window.

6. EXT. PARK   SUNSET

AJ wipes the tears forming at the corner of his eyes and walks to the father and the boy.

AJ

Did I see you slap him?

FATHER

He’s my son

AJ

That gives you the right to abuse him?

FATHER

Mind your business young man. 
AJ pushes him and the father punches him on he face. AJ kicks his groin and he falls on the ground. AJ continuously kicks him. 

TWO POLICEMEN on patrol run to the spot and restrain AJ.

7. EXT. BUSY SIDEWALK   DAY

AJ and MARK walk a distance with no words between them. AJ has a black eye.

AJ

Thank you for bailing me out.

MARK

You can’t save the world. When will you learn you can’t solve anything by fighting?

AJ

I said I would pay back your money.

MARK

Keep it. 
Mark stops. AJ keeps on walking without looking back. Mark turns and crosses the street.

8. INT. HALLWAY   NIGHT

AJ unlocks his apartment door. Tony steps out of his apartment and walks to him.

TONY

What happened to your eye?

AJ






(Without looking at Tony.)

I had an accident.

TONY

You were not in last night?

AJ

I went to see a friend.

Tony stands between AJ and the door.

TONY

I came to ask you over for dinner; mum’s making her favorite ram casserole.

AJ

I’m very tired.

TONY

Is that why you are sad?

AJ

Give me a break on the questions Tony. I’m not sad

Tony gives AJ way. AJ opens the door, walks in the living room and closes it.







TONY





Goodnight to you too.

Tony turns and walks away.
9. INT. HALLWAY   NIGHT

Tony stands outside AJ’s door and knocks; he’s carrying a bowl. He knocks again and waits, but still there is no answer. 

He turns to walk away, but thinks otherwise. He takes the lock, twists it and the door opens.

10. INT. APARTMENT LIVING ROOM   NIGHT

AJ sleeps on the couch. Tony walks to the couch and places the food bowl on the table. 

Tony looks at AJ not sure what to do.

Tony walks to him.

TONY






(Shaking him.)

AJ... AJ.
AJ wakes up a little disoriented.

AJ

Tony!

TONY

I knocked and you were not answering.

AJ

(Sitting up)

It’s okay. What time is it?

Tears run down AJ’s face.

TONY

Are you okay?

AJ

Yeah.

TONY

You have tears in your eyes.

AJ
(Wiping the tears 

with his hand) 

I must have had a bad dream.

Tony sits beside AJ.

TONY

I brought you some food.

AJ

Thanks.

TONY

Can I stay for a while?

AJ





If you will give me a hug.

Tony wraps his arms around AJ. They embrace and more tears run down AJ’s cheeks.

11. INT. OLD WAREHOUSE   DAY.

AJ looks around a tidy room. Tony sits on the couch at the corner. The laptop sits on the table.







AJ





You made all this?







TONY





This’ my favorite hang out. I wanted it to look nice.

AJ walks to the couch and sits.







AJ





I like it.







TONY





Your turn.







AJ





Ok.

AJ picks the laptop.







AJ

I didn’t come to L.A. to bust tables; I’m a screenwriter, sought of.







TONY





I get it; you came for the America dream.







AJ





If that’s what you want to call it.







TONY





How is that working for you?







AJ





I’m still busting tables.







TONY





But you are doing something about it.







AJ





Isn’t that why I came here? 

Tony moves to AJ.







TONY





Can I look at your work?







AJ





When I’m through making some changes.

Tony stares at AJ’s face.







AJ






(Startled.)





What!







TONY

I’m looking at how beautiful you are and thinking about how messed up you are.



AJ

Look who’s talking?  That’s funny coming from for a guy with no friends and loves hanging out in an abandoned warehouse alone.



TONY

Okay I have my issues.



AJ

Do you have any dreams?



TONY

Why do you ask?



AJ

You are never excited about anything; not school or anything people of your age like.



TONY

Look where school got you.



AJ

You are impossible.

AJ looks at Tony. Tony looks away.

12. INT. KITCHEN   NIGHT

Mark makes dinner on the stove. AJ sits at the counter.

AJ





How was the photo shoot?

MARK

Great.

AJ





You can’t always disappear when we disagree Mark.

MARK

We didn’t disagree.

AJ

Ok, I was ungrateful and I’m sorry. You are right I can’t save the world.

MARK

Apology accepted.

AJ walks to the fridge and pours himself a glass of juice.

MARK

Anything come up yet?

AJ





Nope.

MARK

Something will come up.

AJ downs the juice.

AJ

Yeah. I will go take a shower.

MARK

I heard you talk to someone just before you came in.

AJ

The kid next door.

 AJ walks out.

13. INT. TONY’S ROOM   DAY

Tony reads a magazine on the bed. CARRIE stands at the doorway and knocks.

CARRIE

I’m going to the mall.

TONY






(Without looking at her.)

Okay.

CARRIE

I was hoping you would come with me.

TONY

No.

CARRIE

You might find something I like.

TONY

On second thoughts I will go with you. 

14. INT. KITCHEN   NIGHT

AJ chops vegetables on the counter. Tony sits at the counter; he opens the shopping bag and removes a t-shirt.

TONY

How do you like this?

AJ

It’s a nice T-shirt, but it looks a little too big for you.

TONY

I bought it for you. I was at the mall with mum and it was on offer.

Tony throws the t-shirt to AJ.

AJ

I don’t know what to say.

TONY

You can answer this. Do you think am cute?

AJ

Do I think you are cute!

AJ stops chopping and looks at Tony.

AJ

 Do I think you are cute?

TONY

I want to hear it from somebody who doesn’t want something from me.

AJ

And that has to be me?

TONY





You are the only one who can tell me the truth.

AJ clears his throat.

AJ





You are beautiful.







TONY





Thank you.

Tony gets up.







AJ





Tony…that’s all?

Tony nods yes.







TONY





Can I look at your writing?







AJ





Yeah.

Tony walks to the couch and picks the laptop. Mark walks in through the front door.

15. INT. LIVING ROOM   NIGHT

Tony watches the TV on the couch. AJ steps in dressed in a nice pair of jeans, a stripped shirt, a cool jacket and white old school snickers.

TONY

You look and smell great.

AJ

Mark bought me the designer cologne.

TONY

Can I borrow it sometimes?

AJ

When you hit eighteen.

Tony gets up, walks to AJ and straightens his collar.

TONY

Believe me she will be impressed.

AJ

What will you be doing while I’m gone?

TONY





I don’t know.

AJ

I’m sure you will find something.
The front door opens and Mark walks in.

MARK

Hi guys. Going somewhere AJ?

AJ

On a date.

MARK

When do I get to meet her?

Mark sits. 

AJ

You will, soon. What are you doing this evening?

MARK

I don’t know.

AJ

Why don’t you two hook up and do something?

MARK

We can do that.

AJ

See I got you a date Tony.

Tony looks at Mark and smiles.



AJ

Enjoy your evening.

TONY

You too. 
AJ walks out.

MARK

So what do you want us to do?

TONY

Do you drink?

MARK

No, do you?

TONY

Once in a while. We can go clubbing.

MARK

How old are you?

TONY

Eighteen.

MARK

How about good old dinner and a movie?

TONY

Boring enough. 
Mark looks at Tony and smiles.







TONY





What?







MARK





Nothing.

16. INT. AJ’S ROOM   NIGHT

AJ gets ready to go to bed. Mark walks in the room.

MARK

How did it go?

AJ





Great. Her name is Nikki; she’s a dancer.

Mark sits on the bed.

MARK

We had dinner and a movie. Tony is something else.

AJ

What did he do?

MARK

He drinks, he clubs and he’s eighteen, he thought I would buy it.

AJ

He’s sixteen.

MARK

And drinks occasionally.

AJ

That’s what happens when you have an absentee mother.

MARK

Only in your case it was a grandmother.

AJ sits on the bed.

AJ

I feel for Tony. He’s so lonely and with nothing to live for…I had you, you know, and your family made me feel like part of something. Tony is alone.

MARK

It’s like she’s not there.

AJ





Tony needs a Mark too…I owe you so much Mark.







MARK





Friendship and I got it.

Mark gets up.

17. INT. AJ’S ROOM   DAY

AJ, 19, faces his girlfriend MAYA. They both look furious.

TITLE OVER:







Five years ago

MAYA

I’m getting tired of your excuses AJ. Grow up and be a man.

AJ

You sound like my stepfather.

MAYA

May be your stepfather was right. 

AJ punches Maya; she falls back on the bed. He gets on top of her and tears her clothes apart. He then opens the fly of his pants.

I8. INT. AJ’S ROOM   NIGHT

AJ wakes up suddenly sweaty and breathing fast. He puts the light on and looks at his alarm clock; it reads 1am.

19. INT. COFFESHOP   SUNSET

Tony and Mark sit at a table. AJ walks to take their order.

AJ





What can I get you?

TONY





How about yourself?

AJ makes a face.







AJ





You are starting to get weird Tony.







MARK





How about a chicken sandwich?







TONY





Chicken sandwich is great.

AJ walks away.







MARK





You know soon he will find out.







TONY





Find out what?







MARK





The guy who comes to your apartment, I know…







TONY





How did you know that?







MARK

Well, you two are not very discreet. I saw you making out at the driveway last night.



TONY

You’ve not told AJ?



MARK

I’m waiting for you to tell him.

AJ walks to the table and places the sandwiches on the table. 

AVANT and HIS FRIEND walk in and stand at the entrance. Tony notices them.







TONY






(Hiding his face.)





Oh my God!

AJ and Mark look at Avant and his friend.







AJ





You are scared of Avant?







TONY





Have they seen me?







MARK





I don’t think so. Why?







TONY





If I have a reason to quit school it’s because of those two.

AJ walks to Avant and his friend.







AJ





Hi guys, need something?







AVANT





No, we are cool. We are looking for somebody.







AJ





Tony?

Avant notices Tony.







AVANT






(To his friend.)





Come on, let’s go.

Avant and his pal leave. AJ walks to Tony and Mark.







TONY





Those to guys are nightmares.







AJ

Make me understand Tony.

20. INT. KITCHEN   DAY

AJ and Mark make fresh fruit juice on the counter.
AJ

Have you seen Tony today?

MARK

He’s around.

AJ

I will go invite him for lunch.

AJ walks out of the kitchen.

21. INT. LIVING ROOM    DAY

Tony makes out with A GUY on the couch. AJ walks in on them.



AJ

Tony…What the hell! 

They stop kissing. Tony jerks up from the couch.

TONY

Can’t you knock?

AJ





Who’s this?

TONY

This is…

AJ





You know what? I don’t care.

AJ turns and walks out.

GUY

Who is that?

TONY

You have to go.

GUY

What! I just got here.

TONY

I will call you. 

Tony shows the guy the door. 
22. INT. LIVING ROOM   DAY

AJ holds the door half open. Tony stands at the doorway.

AJ





Stay away from me Tony.

TONY

Can I talk to you?

AJ

Like I said I don’t I want to talk to you Tony. Not now, not ever. 

AJ closes the door on Tony’s face. He walks to the counter and sits. Mark cooks on the stove.

MARK

What happened?

AJ

I met him making out with a guy on the couch

MARK

I guess he didn’t tell you. Tony is gay.

AJ

You knew?

MARK

Yeah.

AJ

And you didn’t think I should know?

MARK

I wanted Tony to tell you himself, besides your friendship isn’t based on his sex orientation.

AJ

I’m not Tony’s friend.

MARK





You are lying to yourself. You care a lot about that kid.

AJ

Not anymore…how could he be gay?

MARK





He is and he’s also human. Tony was just being himself.

AJ

You should listen to yourself.



MARK

He’s gay; gay guys make out with other guys.



AJ

The guy was old enough to be his father?



MARK

Exactly, which means he’s using him.

23. INT. BOOKSTORE   DAY

AJ goes through the books on the shelves. He notices the guy Tony was making out with on the opposite row.

AJ

Hi. Remember me?

He turns to look at AJ.

GUY

Yeah Tony’s buddy.

AJ





And you are Tony’s what?

GUY

Tony and I are an item.

AJ

Is that so? How old are you?

GUY

Twenty-three.

AJ

Tony is sixteen. Ever had of something called statutory rape? Soon you will be hiring a lawyer if I see you near Tony again. Juries hate homos who take advantage of minors.

GUY





Is that a threat?







AJ

Consider it a promise. Find someone your age. I’m watching you.

AJ smiles at him and walks away.
24. INT. LIVINGROOM   NIGHT

 Mark watches TV on the couch. AJ opens the door and Tony bursts in.


TONY

You told me to stay away from you, stay away from me too.

AJ closes the door.

AJ

I changed my mind. He dumped you? Good.

TONY

You had no right…

AJ





He was using you Tony.

TONY

Like you care?

AJ faces Tony and looks at him wearing a serious look on his face.



AJ

I care Tony whether you believe it or not, and believe me I won’t let some guy take advantage of you…I will tell you this; inside this Tony that everybody hates I know there is a good, smart and brilliant kid. You can get mad at me, for all I care, but from now on I’m the guy who will be meddling in your life.
Tony turns and walks out of the apartment.

25. EXT. DRIVEWAY   NIGHT

AJ steps out of the car. 

A few yards away Tony faces A GUY much bigger than him. 

TONY

I’m telling you I can’t do it, not tonight.

The guy strikes Tony. Attracted by what is happening AJ walks to the spot.



AJ

Tony! Pick on someone your size?

BIG GUY





Did I say something to you?

The guy grabs Tony.
AJ

You lay your hand on him again and you will be calling on Jesus to save you.

BIG GUY

Yeah.
He lets Tony go and walks to AJ.







BIG GUY

 



I will teach you and this little bitch a lesson.

AJ kicks his balls and the guy falls on the ground, AJ continues to kick him.

TONY

AJ stop. Stop…AJ please…

AJ grabs Tony’s upper arm and pushes to the apartment building. 

26. INT. LIVINGROOM   NIGHT
Mark watches TV on the couch. The door opens and AJ pushes Tony inside.

AJ closes the door and faces Tony.
TONY

I want to go sleep.

AJ

What were you thinking?







MARK

(Turning to look 

at AJ and Tony.)

What is it now?

AJ

He was at the driveway with a guy twice his size, and he was about to rearrange his face.

MARK

What! Why?

AJ





Ask him.

AJ walks to the couch and sits.







MARK

You are still sleeping with older guys? 

TONY

I wasn’t going to sleep with him.

AJ

What were you doing at the driveway at this hour?



TONY

He called me and I went to meet him. I wasn’t going to sleep with him.

 Mark gets up and walks to Tony.

MARK

You are mean Tony. Your mum works day and night to give you a good life and you go waste the same life she’s building. Way to go brother…AJ doesn’t have to care about you. I don’t even know why he does?

AJ

Tell him.

MARK

You can blame kids in school, your mum, and even your dad for everything wrong in your life, but the truth is you chose this. You are not a six year old any more; you are a man. Do you think we are here because we had everything? 
Tony searches for something in his pockets.

TONY

I forgot the stupid key again.

AJ

(pointing to the bedroom.)

 Get in there and sleep. 
Tony walks to the bedroom







AJ

I will be damned if I let him waste his life.

MARK

Don’t be very hard on him. This is all new to him and he’s still a teenager.

27. INT. AJ’S ROOM   NIGHT
Tony sits on the bed his face cast down. AJ sits beside him.

AJ

Your mum and I, do we mean anything to you?

TONY





You are the only two people who care about me.

AJ holds Tony’s chin and lifts his face.







AJ





Do you care about us?

Tears show in Tony’s face. AJ looks in Tony’s face.

AJ

Why can’t you act like you care about us Tony? I hate to see you waste your life…don’t you have dreams, something you can live for?

TONY






(Face cast down.)

The truth is I don’t. I live for today, I don’t think about tomorrow.



AJ

My life has never been easy Tony, from day one, but I’ve never given up because I have all these dreams that keep me going. I live for my dreams and I would die for them.



TONY

I would like to have a dream…AJ…

AJ looks at Tony.







TONY

Why do you care about me?

AJ

I don’t know Tony. I’m beginning to wonder myself…may be because you need someone to. Do I need a reason to?

TONY

Everyone needs a reason.

AJ





I guess I’m not everybody.

AJ rubs Tony’s hair.







AJ





Get some sleep.







TONY





What about you?







AJ





I will sleep on the couch.

AJ gets up and begins to walk out.







TONY





AJ.

AJ turns to look at Tony. They stare at each other for a while.







TONY





Goodnight.







AJ





Goodnight Tony.

28. INT. LIVING ROOM   DAY

AJ and Mark sit on the couch. Tony stands before the entertainment unit holding a framed photo of a woman and her teenage daughter. 

AJ

That’s my mum and grandma’

TONY

I see where you get your good looks.

MARK

And other things.

AJ

What other things?

AJ hits Mark with a cushion.

TONY

How long have you two known each other?

MARK





Since junior high

TONY

And you decided to be a model and AJ a writer?



MARK

It’s called passion. What are you passionate about?

AJ

Ah! Ah! Don’t tell us.

TONY






(Looking squarely at AJ.)

What! You think I will say men?

AJ

You said it.

TONY

How come you two have no girlfriends?

MARK

Maybe we have no passion for girls.

AJ

You should hook us up with some of your boyfriends.

Tony looks at AJ and walks to the door. AJ goes after Tony and grabs his hand when he’s about to open the door.







AJ

Come on Tony I was kidding. I’m sure we can make jokes about this.

TONY

Not now.

AJ

I get it, ok? And I’m sorry. Okay?

TONY

Yeah. I have to go freshen up.

AJ

Go freshen up and I will show you what we will do.

 Tony steps out. AJ closes the door. 

MARK





And you are sure you are not gay?

AJ

I could be, may be he has infected me with his thing.

AJ walks to the couch and sits.

MARK

Spaghetti is straight until you put it in hot water.

AJ

I don’t know why I love Tony.

MARK

Love him!

AJ





Yeah. By now I know I love him.

MARK

Well you are playing the boyfriend very well.

AJ

The only difference he won’t be getting some from me.

MARK

I’m sure he wouldn’t mind.

AJ

You are a son of a gun.

AJ beats Mark with a cushion.

MARK

This is good for you and Tony.

AJ

How is it good for me? All I seem to do is worry about him, that can’t be good.

MARK

You will find out, soon. 

AJ

I also care about you.

MARK

Funny you say that because my laundry…

AJ

Don’t go there. I only do your laundry when you are not around.

29. INT. WAREHOUSE   DAY

Tony and Mark sit on the couch. AJ stands facing them. The laptop is on the table.

AJ

Tony what do you think about writing?

TONY

I don’t know, but I enjoy a good short story, sometimes I will read a story and wish I could write something that good.

AJ





Have you tried writing one?

TONY

(Getting up)

I do the school essays because I have to, why would I try writing a short story?

Tony stands close to AJ.

AJ





What if say I want to help you write a short story?







TONY





I will say you are wasting your time.

Tony looks straight in AJ’s eyes.

30. INT. SMALL MUSIC STUDIO   DAY
AJ, 15, stands beside JOSES who adjusts some knobs on the board.

Joses looks straight in AJ’s eyes and licks his lips.

JOSES

Would you like us to go out tonight?

AJ

Out, like clubbing?

JOSES

Yeah. We can go to club Rolls.

AJ





I’ve no plans for tonight.







JOSES





Perfect.

31. INT. JOSES’ ROOM   NIGHT

AJ, 15, sits on the bed. Joses undresses.

JOSES

Did you like Rolls?

AJ

It was fun. 
Joses remains in is boxer shorts and gets in bed.

JOSES

Aren’t you going to get in bed?

AJ






(Getting up.)

I will sleep on the couch.

JOSES

Nobody sleeps on my couch.

AJ






(Facing Joses.)

I’m not comfortable sleeping in the same bed with you.

JOSES

Why is that?

AJ

It’s something I’m not used to.

JOSES





Tonight you will get used.

AJ

I will go home. 

AJ starts to walk out. Joses opens the bed drawer and draws a gun.
AJ turns and Joses points the gun at him.







JOSES

 



You are going nowhere.

AJ

What is this!

JOSES

You will do as I say. Get naked and get in bed.

He corks the gun.







JOSES

 



Tonight we will do all the things that I want to do. 
AJ looks at the gun and starts to undress…

32. INT. WAREHOUSE    DAY

AJ wipes tears forming in his eyes and rushes out. Tony and Mark look at each other shocked.

33. EXT. WAREHOUSE FRONTYARD   DAY.

AJ leans on the car. Tony and Mark cautiously walk to him.

TONY

What’s wrong AJ?  Did I offend you?

AJ





It’s not you Tony.

MARK

You can do this another day.



TONY

Yeah. I will go get the laptop.

34. INT. TONY’S ROOM   DAY

 Tony cleans his room. AJ stands at the doorway and knocks.

TONY





Hi.

AJ

What are you up to?

AJ walks in.

TONY

I’m tidying up this place.

AJ

You got rid of all your posters.

TONY

I don’t need them anymore.

AJ walks to the trashcan and removes a torn magazine. He looks at it and throws it back.

AJ

These are gay porn magazines.

TONY

See what I’m doing.

AJ

You are getting rid of all your music, movies, magazines and posters.

TONY

Dirty music, movies, magazines and posters. I will get new ones.

AJ sits on the bed.

AJ

How about today?

TONY

I have no money.

AJ

I wasn’t talking about you.

TONY

I can’t let you do that. You need that money.

Tony sits beside AJ.

AJ

Let me worry about that.

TONY

You’ve done so much for me AJ.

AJ

You have made a lot of excuses already.

TONY

Okay.

AJ

Okay what?

TONY

Okay I will let you buy me new music and posters.

AJ

What’s your favorite movie?

TONY

Don’t you mean what was? Brokeback Mountain.

AJ

Oh boy!

TONY

You watched it?

AJ

Until they started doing you know what. I could not take it. I mostly watch movies that have won an award or have been nominated for an Oscar.

TONY

I think I will try that too.

AJ

I’m proud of you Tony. 

TONY

And I love you.
AJ runs his fingers gently through Tony’s curly hair.

35. INT. AJ’S KITCHEN   SUNSET

AJ and Tony sit beside each other at the counter. They are looking at AJ writing on the laptop.







TONY





When did you start writing?







AJ

I can’t quite remember, but I’ve always put down everything on my mind. I started by writing short stories until I realized I could write for TV. I would love to see my work made into a film.



TONY

But you’ve had some of your work published?



AJ

Yeah, but I never thought things will be this tough here. Back at home I used to work for a local publication, here I have to bust tables.



TONY

Something will come up. Like mum says if you keep stepping, the ground will break for you.



AJ

I’m even scared of approaching agents and producers with my work. No one is willing to try a new writer.



TONY

Things will work out AJ.



AJ

Yeah. In the mean time I will give you something to keep you busy.



TONY

You meant it.



AJ

Yeah, but I’m not pushing you.



TONY

I will try it.



AJ

Good. This is what I want you to do. Write me a story about anything even something you read, try recreating it. Can you do that?



TONY

Yeah.



AJ

Good.

36. INT. RESTAURANT   NIGHT

AJ, Tony and mark sit at a table waiting to be served. Avant walks in; he’s talking on his cell phone. He hangs up and walks out looking disappointed.
AJ

Excuse me. 
AJ gets up and rushes out. 

37. EXT. SIDEWALK   NIGHT

Avant waits for a taxi. AJ walks to him.







AJ

Avant.

AVANT

What!
He turns and notices AJ.






AVANT

I’m sorry.

AJ

You look disappointed.

AVANT

I was supposed to meet my dad here for dinner and a show, but he tells he can’t make it.

Avant waves to an approaching cab, but it speeds past them.

AJ

Where are you going now?

AVANT

Home.

AJ

You can join us. We are here for dinner and a show too.

AVANT

I can’t.

AJ

It’s better than sitting at home on a Saturday night.

AVANT

Okay. 
They walk back in.

38. INT. MARK’S CAR   NIGHT

AJ drives. Avant rides shotgun.
AJ

What do you plan to do after high school?

AVANT

Photography.

AJ

Fashion photography?

AVANT

Yeah. How did you know?

AJ

I just have to look at you…would you do me a favor Avant?

AVANT





You did me one tonight, I owe you.

AJ

Will you give Tony a break in school?

He looks at Avant.







AJ





For me…Tony is not a bad kid, he’s just gay.







AVANT





Are you?







AJ

No, but I care about Tony and I know what you do to him in school hurts him. He’s very scared of you.



AVANT

Tony is scared of no one.



AJ

No one, but you.

39. INT. TONY’S ROOM   NIGHT

Tony lies on the bed writing. Carrie stands at the doorway and watches him.

TONY

 




(On noticing Carrie) 

Mum!

CARRIE

What are telling the dear dairy?

TONY

I’m writing a short story.

CARRIE






(Walking in.)

Writing a short story! What about?

TONY

AJ is giving me writing lessons.

CARRIE

You never told me.

TONY

You don’t ask mum. 

Carrie sits on the bed.






CARRIE





Can I see it?







TONY





When I’m through.

Carrie gets up.

CARRIE

I came to say goodnight.

TONY

Mum, can I have a laptop, even a cheap one.



CARRIE

Sure.



TONY

Goodnight mum.



TONY

Goodnight.

Carrie walks out.

40. INT. HALLWAY   DAY

Tony walks across the hallway. Mark opens his apartment door and stands at the doorway.







MARK





Hi Tony.

Tony stops to talk to him.







TONY





Hi.







MARK 





Going somewhere?







TONY





To the library.







MARK





To the library!







TONY





Yeah, I don’t look like library material?







MARK





I didn’t say that. Can I give you a ride?







TONY





Yeah.

Mark steps in the hallway, closes the door and they walk.

41. INT. CLASSROOM   SUNSET

Tony studies on his desk. Avant steps in and walks to him.







AVANT




Hi.

Tony looks at him a little suspicious. Avant pulls a chair and sits.







TONY





Did you want something Avant?







AVANT





Not anymore. What are you reading?







TONY

Look around; it’s just you and I. You must be lost Avant and if not then you will have the whole school talking about you.



AVANT

How can I be your friend without people talking?

Tony looks at him in shock.







TONY





You want to be my friend. Have you been talking to AJ?







AVANT

Yeah, but this has nothing to do with him. I realized I’ve been…



TONY

Why would I want to be your friend Avant?



AVANT

Why were you nice to me the other night?



TONY

I had no reason for being mean to you. Avant your friendship is the last thing…

Avant gets up and starts to walk out. Tony reconsiders.







TONY





Avant…

Avant turns.







TONY





Will you give me a ride home?

Avant smiles.







AVANT





Come on.

42. INT. HOSPITAL ROOM    DAY

Tony sleeps on the bed. AJ stands at the foot of the bed watching Tony. 

Carrie steps in the room and walks to AJ.







CARRIE





What happened?







AVANT





He had a migraine attack.

Carrie walks to the bedside and takes Tony’s hand.

43. INT. HOSPITAL ROOM   NIGHT

AJ, 7, lies on the bed. He has bruises on his neck and face. 

His grandmother sits beside the bed holding hid hand. She kisses her forehead.







GRANDMA’

I will take care of you baby. No one will hurt you again…that bustard will rot in prison.

44. INT. TONY’S ROOM   NIGHT

Tony lies in bed covered up to his waist. AJ sits on the bed facing him. Carrie watches them from the doorway.







AJ





I told you to write a short story not kill yourself.







TONY





I want to write something that you will be proud of.







AJ





I’m already proud of you Tony.

Tony looks in his eyes and caresses his face.







AJ





Get some sleep.

AJ gets up and covers Tony.







AJ





I will see you in the morning.







TONY





Goodnight.

AJ and Carrie step out.

44. INT. TONY’S LIVINGROOM   NIGHT

AJ and Carrie walk in from the hallway.







CARRIE





I don’t know what you are doing to him, but it’s working.







AJ

All Tony needed was someone to believe in him and show him that he matters.



CARRIE

You know that he’s gay.



AJ

I have a girlfriend Carrie.



CARRIE

That’s not what I meant. Most people…



AJ

Are you ashamed of Tony, Carrie?

Carrie moves away from AJ’s direct eye contact.







CARRIE

It’s not easy knowing that your teenage son is this thing that everyone, even God hates.



AJ

Goodnight Carrie

AJ goes for the door.







CARRIE





AJ.

AJ turns and looks at her.







AJ





You are his mother Carrie.

AJ walks out.

45. INT. WAREHOUSE   DAY

AJ and Tony hang out as they listen to music on stereo. AJ types on his laptop.







TONY





You write a lot.







AJ





I love it.







TONY





I hope it works for you.







AJ





It will.







TONY





You are very optimistic.







AJ

What’s life without optimism and hope? They have brought me this far.

NIKKI walks to them.







NIKKI





Hi guys.







AJ





Nikki!

AJ gets up and kisses Nikki.







AJ





This is my friend Tony.







NIKKI





Pleasure to meet you Tony.







TONY





Pleasure is all mine. At last…







AJ





Tony.







NIKKI





At last what? What are you doing?







AJ





Hanging out, listening to music.

The song ‘La Tortura’ by Shakira begins to play. Nikki look at AJ.







NIKKI

May I…

AJ takes Nikki’s hand and they salsa to Tony’s amazement.

46. INT. AJ’S LIVING ROOM   NIGHT

Mark watches TV. AJ walks to the couch and sits. 

AJ

Have you seen Tony, he’s not home?

MARK





He mentioned a party at Glitters.

AJ

Glitters!

AJ grabs the keys on the table and rushes out.

47. INT. CLUB GLITTERS   NIGHT
AJ walks around looking for Tony. Tony dances on dance floor.

AJ spots Tony and walks to him and grabs him.

Before Tony can realize what is happening AJ drags him out.

48. EXT. DRIVE WAY   NIGHT


 AJ gets Tony’s fake ID from his pocket and lights a match.

TONY

You wouldn’t dare.

AJ sets the ID ablaze.

TONY

I hate you.

AJ

I can live with that. Get in the car. 
Tony starts to walk back to the club.







AJ

You are really testing my patience Tony.

TONY

This is my life. 
AJ grabs him and slaps him.

AJ

I said get in the car Tony. 
Tony notices the anger burning in AJ eyes and gets in the car.

49. INT. MARK’S CAR   NIGHT

AJ and Tony drive a distance with no words between them. 

AJ looks at Tony on the passenger’s seat.
AJ

What were you thinking?

TONY

You are not my dad AJ

AJ

You need more than a father. You need a savior.

Tony turns to AJ

TONY

You think you can change me just because you say you love and believe in me.

AJ

You should be ashamed of yourself, shaking your no ass in front of all those gay men.

TONY

You are just a guy who lives next door.

AJ looks at him for a while.

AJ

You know what Tony; I’m better without you. I don’t even know how I let myself get caught up in your mess. 
He stops the car in the middle of the street







AJ

Go waste your life.

TONY

What!

AJ

I’m sure one of your gay friends would love to take you home.

TONY

We are in the middle of nowhere.

AJ

Like you said I’m just the guy next door. I’m tired of you Tony. I don’t care what happens to you.

 He reaches for the passenger seat lock and throws the door open.

 Tony unbuckles the seat belt and steps out. AJ closes the door and drives off.

50. INT. LIVING ROOM   NIGHT

AJ sits on the couch flipping through the channels. Mark steps in his PJ’s.

MARK

What are you doing? It’s 2 o’clock in the morning.



AJ 

I did a terrible thing Mark.

Mark sits.



AJ

Glitters is a gay club.



MARK

So Tony went to a gay club…what happened AJ?



AJ





We had a fight. I threw him out of the car



MARK

What! Where?

Mark gets up.







MARK





Come on, we have to go look for him.

51. INT. HALLWAY   NIGHT

AJ and Mark wait for the elevator. The elevator opens and Tony steps in the hallway.







MARK





Hi Tony.

Tony walks past them.







AJ






(sighing)





Thank God.







MARK





What you…







AJ





Don’t say it.

52. EXT. SCHOOL PARK   DAY

Tony sits alone. Avant walks to him.







MARK





Hi.







TONY





Walk away Avant.

Avant sits beside him.







AVANT





Somebody is having a bad day. Anything I can do?







TONY

Yeah, walk away. I needed a friend not someone to suffocate me.

Avant gets up.







AVANT





If you need me you know where to find me.

He walks away.

53. INT. KITCHEN   DAY

AJ makes dinner on the stove. Mark leads Carrie in. They stand at the counter.







CARRIE





Hello AJ.







AJ





Carrie.







CARRIE

Please come talk to Tony. He can’t eat and he’s been locked up in his room the whole day. I don’t know what is wrong with him

AJ and Mark look at each other.

54. INT. TONY’S ROOM   DAY

Tony sits on his bed staring at the door. AJ walks to the bed and sits facing him.

They stare at each other for a while.







AJ

I’m not trying to be your dad Tony. I don’t want you to make the same mistakes I made. I don’t want you to have to go deal with what I’m dealing with. I’m like a haunted mind.



TONY

You know I like all the attention you give me.

Tony smiles.







AJ





I’m trying to apologize Tony.







TONY

And I’m making it easy for you. The only thing I would regret AJ is not having you in my life. 



AJ

You don’t hate me?



TONY

I would be stupid to hate the one person who believes I’m worth much more than I give myself credit for. I’m a lost course AJ, but you show me I can be myself and be loved for me.



AJ

Then don’t make it so hard.



TONY

I wouldn’t. I’m sorry.

AJ and Tony embrace.

AJ

When did you realize you are…

TONY





Gay? I was eleven.

AJ

You don’t seem bothered about it like some guys have met.

TONY

What’s there to be bothered about? I’m gay and I can’t change that.

AJ





Would you like to change that?

TONY

I don’t make excuses or try to justify homosexuality. I also don’t hate myself or think I’m a mistake. We all have things we have to live with. This is what I have to live with.

AJ





But you are doing everything wrong

TONY

Was I just tripped? I’m gonna be better AJ, believe me.

AJ

I do. 

Tony gets up, walks to his desk and picks two papers stapled together.







TONY

I’m through with the story. I must say it wasn’t easy as I thought it would be.

He gives the papers to AJ. AJ looks at it.







AJ





This thing.







TONY





Yeah.

55. INT. KITCHEN   DAY

Tony and Avant watch AJ make fresh juice on the counter.
AJ

I call this a concoction.

 (Putting the ingredients

 in the blender)

You start with a piece of papaya, a quarter of avocado, two pieces of pineapples, chopped apples, a banana, spinach and two eggs.

TONY

No way. 
AJ breaks the eggs and pours their content in the blender. He runs the blender.







AJ

 



It’s ready now. 

He pours the juice in a glass and sips it.







AJ

Heavenly.

TONY

Disgusting.

AJ passes the glass to Tony. Tony ignores him.

AJ

Avant. 
Avant takes the glass and sips the juice.

AVANT

It actually tastes nice. 
TONY

Dog pooh would taste nice to you Avant.

AJ

I grew up on this thing; the eggs were my idea.

AVANT

You must have been a very healthy kid.

AJ

I’m a very healthy grown up kid. 
He takes off his t-shirt and throws it to Tony.







AJ

Where do you think I get all this from?

TONY

Your mama. Put on the T-shirt. 
Tony throws the t-shirt back to AJ.

TONY

Dress up, you are naked.

AJ

No I’m not.

TONY

In my mind you are.
AJ puts on the t-shirt.

56. INT. WAREHOUSE   DAY

AJ reads the Bible on the couch. Tony walks to the couch and sits beside him.







TONY





You read the Bible?







AJ





Yeah. You should try it.







TONY





Some of the stuff in there is hard to understand.







AJ





That’s why you and I should start going to church.







TONY

Whatever you say? How did it go with the agent you went to see?



AJ

Well, I’m here broke and busted.

Tony gets up.







TONY





Come on, I will show you what will brighten your day.







AJ





I thought you would join me in the pity party.







TONY





You know me better than that.

Tony takes AJ’s hand and pulls him from the couch.

57. EXT. PARK   DAY

AJ and Tony sit on a bench by the sidewalk and watch guys go by.

TONY

Your first gaydar lesson.

AJ

What did you say?

TONY

Relax. You will enjoy this. 
Tony drapes his arm on AJ and lays his head on his shoulder.

TONY

See the guy in a stripped shirt?

AJ’s eyes land on THE GUY with a mean looking face.

AJ

Why is he looking at us like that?

TONY

He’s homophobic; see the hatred in his eyes.

AJ

That’s scary.







TONY

 



The guy in a Donna Karan t-shirt…Wait until he passes. 
THE GUY in the blue t-shirt goes past them and then turns after a few steps.

AJ

He turned.

TONY

Yeah.

AJ

What are you? A gayeologist.

TONY

It’s not hard to tell my kind. The guy talking to the lady in the flowery dress; gay.

AJ

You are crazy.



TONY

Told you, you will enjoy this.

AJ puts his arm on Tony’s shoulder and draws him close.

AJ






(Looking across the street.)

The guy in the Mercedes…

TONY

He wishes he’s me.

AJ looks at Tony.







AJ





I must say Tony you guys are really strong.







TONY





Or bitter and angry. Just like you.

Tony gets up.







AJ





Lesson’s over. Time to go home.
58.INT. AJ’S APARTMENT   DAY

AJ lets Avant in. They stand in the middle of the room.

AJ

Shouldn’t you be in school?

AVANT

I had no class this afternoon.

Avant sits.

AJ

You are in high school Avant.

AVANT

Some kid called me names because I’m hanging out with Tony and I beat him up. I’m suspended for one week.

AJ

I will tell you what a friend of mine told me. You can’t save the world and you can’t solve anything with a fight.

AVANT





Nobody calls me names.

AJ sits on the armrest of the couch.







AJ

If you don’t want to be called names stop hanging out with Tony.







AVANT

Tony is my friend now, and he’s really cool. You should hear the stuff he knows.



AJ

Then you will have to ignore them and soon they will forget about you two.

AVANT

That’s what dad told me.

AJ

You should listen to him.

AVANT

I will learn to listen more and fight less. What are you up to?







AJ





I’m going to drop queries in two studios.







AVANT

While you are at it visit Ad Ante films, they might give you a job.



AJ

Yeah.

59. INT. AD ANTE FILMS RECEPTION   DAY

AARON walks to the RECEPTIONIST.







AARON





You haven’t found a replacement for…what was his name?







RECEPTIONIST





Larry. I’m on it.







AARON





So I’ve no one to run my errands today?







RECEPTIONIST





I can do that over lunch…

AJ walks in and walks to the receptionist.







AJ





Hi, I’m here to see Mr. Sanders.







RECEPTIONIST





And who might you be?







AJ





I’m AJ Sanders. I’m a screen…







AARON





I’m Aaron.

AJ shakes his hand.







AJ





Pleasure to meet you sir.







AARON





She will tell you what to do.

Aaron walks to his office.

60. INT. AARON’S OFFICE    NIGHT

Aaron sits at his desk. AJ walks in with a list in his hand.







AJ





Sorry I’m late.







AARON





What did you manage to do?







AJ





I thought you wanted me to do everything in the list.







AARON





I did.

Aaron picks another list from the table and gives it to AJ.







AARON





See you tomorrow.

AJ looks at Aaron not sure what to make of him then turns and walks out.

61. INT. AJ’S KITCHEN    NIGHT

AJ cooks on the stove. Tony sits at the counter.







TONY





Did you go through my story?







AJ

Yeah. And I have two words for it, good and dark. By any chance is Renee you?



TONY

Could have been?



AJ

You’ve explored Renee’s depression very well, but don’t make it too long it creates monotony. I’ve written down all the corrections and advice. The story is on the table.

Tony walks to the table picks the story then walks back to the counter.







AJ





I got a new job.







TONY





Yeah, where?

AJ





I’m Avant’s dad assistant.







TONY

That’s good right; you are working in a studio closer to your dream.



AJ

Yeah.

62. INT. WAREHOUSE   DAY

AJ types on the laptop. Nikki walks to the spot and sits beside him.






NIKKI





Hi. You look exhausted.

AJ looks at her and sighs.







NIKKI





Anything I can do.

Nikki kisses his lips. AJ places the laptop on the table.

AJ and Nikki kiss passionately and start to undress. AJ jerks up.







AJ





I can’t do this Nikki.







NIKKI





What! Why not? You don’t find me attractive?







AJ





Nikki.

AJ sits.







AJ

You are very attractive and I like you, it’s just that there are some things I’m trying to make right and this is not helping.



NIKKI

So where do things stand between us?



AJ

You and I are in a relationship just that sex is for another time and place.



NIKKI
Whatever.



AJ

Come on, Nikki I need your support.



NIKKI

You have my support AJ



AJ

Thank you.

AJ kisses her lips.







NIKKI





This has nothing to do with you and Tony.







AJ





What!







NIKKI

I’m kidding. I actually find it amazing that you are close to Tony.



AJ

Tony is human…



NIKKI

You don’t have to explain it to me AJ, my own brother is gay and I love him to death.

63. INT. AARON’S DINNING ROOM   NIGHT

Aaron and Avant eat dinner.

AARON

I have a new assistant.

AVANT

AJ? He’s a good friend.

AARON

AJ Sanders, that’s some coincidence you know.

AVANT

He’s an aspiring screenwriter; he’s really good. I’ve read his stuff.

AARON

I will see what I can do.

AVANT

How is life without school?

AARON





I’m kinder bored.

Aaron gives him a I-told-you- so look.

64. INT. AARON’S OFFICE   DAY

Aaron and Bruce sit at the desk. AJ walks in carrying some files.

AJ

I brought the files you wanted.

AJ places the files on the desk

AARON

AJ have you met Bruce, he’s the film producer. You will be his assistant for the project we are working on.



AJ

That is great. 



BRUCE

I will see you in my office in ten minutes.



AJ

Thank you sir.

AJ walk out.







BRUCE





He’s great.







AARON

Bruce I’m growing very fond of AJ; something to do with his names.



BRUCE






(Getting up.)





Or he’s turning on the queer side of you.

Bruce walks out.

65. INT. AARON’S KITCHEN   MORNING

AJ gets ready to make Aaron breakfast. Aaron sits at the counter.

AJ

Monica said you are not feeling well.

AARON

Tension headache. Every time I get one I know it’s time to rest.

AJ

I get them too…you live here just you and Avant?

AARON

The cleaning lady comes in twice a week.

AJ checks the fridge.

AJ

Do you two ever cook?

AARON

Once in a while.

AJ

How about bacon and eggs?

AARON

Good.
Aaron watches AJ find his way around the kitchen.


AARON

What can’t you do? You run errands, make bacon and eggs, Bruce tells me you have some great ideas.

AJ

Let’s just say I’m creative and grew up doing most things for myself.

AARON

Where did you go to college?

AJ

I never went to college.

AARON

Where did you learn screenwriting?

AJ

On the net.

AARON

You remind me of myself when I was struggling in Europe.

AJ

You are European?

AARON

I went to university there.

AJ

But at least you had a degree.

AARON

Yeah… call me when breakfast is ready.

Aaron walks out.

66. INT. HALLWAY   DAY

AJ and Bruce wait for the elevator.

BRUCE

What are you doing this evening?

AJ

Nothing much.



BRUCE

We can go to my place and…

BRUCE

Can’t do that.

AJ gives Bruce I-know-what-you-are-about smile.







BRUCE





How about a beer?







AJ





I don’t drink.

The elevator opens and AJ walks in, leaves Bruce standing at the same spot.

67. INT. COFFEE SHOP   DAY

AJ and Tony enjoy milkshakes at the table.







AJ





I love what you did to the story.







TONY





What did I do with it?







AJ





What do you want to do with it? You are really good.







TONY





I don’t want to end up like you.

AJ gives Tony a hard look.







TONY





I didn’t mean it like that.







AJ





I didn’t realize what a loser I have become.







TONY





You are not a loser AJ.







AJ





What do I have to show for all my struggles?







TONY

You have a job at a film company; you never know what can happen. By the way, how is that going?



AJ

I’m not complaining.

68. INT. AARON’S STUDY   NIGHT

Aaron shows AJ around. 

AARON

I call this my sanctuary. This’ where I birth all the big ideas.

AJ

This is beautiful.
AJ moves to the big photo frame hanging on the wall.

AARON

I’ve always been in love with photography; I started as a cameraman.

AJ eyes settle at the photo of a seven-year-old boy with torn snickers holding a rose.

69. EXT. GRAVEYARD   DAY

 AJ, 7, kneels before a grave tears rolling down his cheeks. Three graves before AJ, Aaron in his mid twenties says a silent prayer. He has a bouquet of roses.

AJ gets up, wipes the tears and walks to Aaron.

AJ

Hello sir, can I borrow a rose?

AARON

You want to borrow my rose?

AJ

It’s mum’s birthday and she loves white roses. 

Aaron pulls a rose from bunch and gives it to AJ

AARON

(Looking at his torn snickers)

Looks like you can use another pair of snickers. Tell you what: give your mum the rose and we will go get you a new pair of snickers.

AJ

Thank you sir.







AARON





Can I take a photo?







AJ





Yeah.

Aaron gets a camera from his jacket and takes a photo of AJ holding a rose. 

70. INT. AARON’S STUDY   NIGHT

Aaron stands beside AJ. AJ looks at Aaron stunned

AJ

You took all these photos?

AARON

Yeah.

AJ






(Pointing to the photo.)

Even this? 
AARON

I was laying flowers at my sister’s grave because I wasn’t at her funeral. This boy walked to me and borrowed a white rose.



AJ

You remember?



AARON

What?

AJ

The snickers you bought me got me in a lot of trouble. I never used them



AARON


(Shocked too.)

Let me get this straight. This is you?



AJ

I told you I’m AJ.

AARON

I remember how you protested when I said I wanted to meet your dad.

AJ

I can’t believe we’ve met. 
His eyes land on a woman holding a newborn in a hospital.







AJ

 



It’s like you have my whole childhood here.

AARON

What do you mean?

AJ

This is me when I was born; this is mum. I have the exact photo in my album.

AARON

What did you say?

AJ

This is me and mum.          

AARON

You are Lucy’s son?

AJ

You knew her.

AARON

Knew!

AJ

She was the one I was borrowing the rose for. She passed away when I was seven.

AARON

You need to sit down for this. 
One glance at the look on Aaron’s face and AJ sits. Aaron sits on the desk.







AARON

 



I don’t know how to tell you this.

AJ





Tell me what?

AARON

The baby in my photo is my son.

AJ

That’s not Avant sir. I have proof.

AARON





You are my son AJ.

AJ

How can that be?

AARON

I took this photo when you were born and gave one to Lucy.

AJ gets up.

AJ

There is no way you can be my father.

AARON

You have to believe me. You are my son

AJ

You don’t understand sir. I don’t have a father because he abandoned me.

AARON

Lucy told you that.

AJ

I’ve never had a father.
AARON

I never abandoned you AJ. 







AJ





You are not my father.

AJ rushes out slamming the door. Aaron gets up, breaks the glass and plucks the photo off the frame and stares at it.







AARON





He is my son. AJ is my son.

Avant walks in.







AVANT





Are you talking alone dad.







AARON





AJ is my son.







AVANT





What!







AARON





I just found out that AJ is my son.







AVANT





Is that why he’s upset?







AARON

Do you know where he lives?



AVANT

Yeah.



AARON

I have to tell him the truth.

71. INT. LIVING ROOM   NIGHT

AJ opens the door. Aaron and Avant stand outside.

AJ

What do you want? 
AARON

I have to talk to you AJ. Please let us in.

AJ steps away from the door. Aaron and Avant get in.







AARON





I came to tell you the truth.

AJ

What truth? You are here to make excuses for yourself and make mum look bad. At least she was there for seven years.

AARON

I never abandoned you AJ. You have to believe me.

AJ

What do you call growing up without a father? The only father I knew was a beast of a stepfather who at one time strangled me until I passed out. Nobody ever mentioned you, not mum, not grandma’. Nobody. You show up now and expect me to call you dad?

AARON

I can never take any of that back.

AJ

I don’t need you to. I have spent years in hell in the hands of people because of you.

AARON

I’m sorry.

AJ

That’s all you have to say. Sorry. I’ve prostituted myself, stripped in clubs, and cleaned toilets just so I can get by. You don’t know me Mr. Aaron. Don’t you come in here and expect me to call you dad? I don’t know you. To me you are as good as dead.

AVANT

AJ.

AJ

I want you out, both of you. 
AJ walks to the door and holds it open. AJ breaks down on the couch.

72. INT. CLASSROOM   DAY

Avant sits alone going through a magazine. Tony walks to him and pulls a chair and sits.

TONY

I’ve been looking all over for you.

AVANT

I’m not hungry.

TONY

Does this have something to do with AJ?

AVANT

How is he?

TONY

Too upset to talk to anyone. 

AVANT

Dad and AJ found out that they are related.

TONY

No way.

AVANT

AJ is my cousin.

TONY

Aaron is AJ’s uncle?

AVANT

AJ is dad’s son.

TONY

Which makes him your brother, right?

AVANT

Dad is not my real dad. I’m his sister’s son; mum died when I was born. I call him dad…

TONY

Because he’s the only parent you know. I’m sorry Avant.

AVANT

It’s okay. I’m used to the way things are.

TONY

This is good for AJ; in his heart AJ’s been looking for his dad.







AVANT





Then why is he acting this way?







TONY





It’s natural if one believes he was abandoned.







AVANT

Mr. Aaron is a good person he would never have abandoned AJ.



TONY

I will talk to AJ. Man this is great.

73. INT. AJ’S APARTMENT   DAY

Tony and Mark sit son the couch. Tony places an envelope on the table.







TONY





Where is AJ?







MARK

In his room, I don’t know what’s wrong with him. You two didn’t fight?



TONY

I will tell you all about it after I talk to him. It’s juicy

Tony gets up and walks to AJ’S ROOM.

AJ lies on the bed staring at the ceiling. Tony walks to the bed.







TONY





You know what you need…







AJ





You don’t know what I need Tony, leave me alone.

Tony sits on the bed.







TONY

I can’t do that. Now, what you need is the truth. You know the saying; Know the truth and the truth will set you free.



AJ

I don’t want to know the truth.



TONY

What are you afraid of AJ?



AJ

I’m not afraid of anything.



TONY

AJ, it’s me you are talking to.

AJ looks at Tony and sighs.







AJ





What if the truth is not something I can handle?







TONY

You can handle anything AJ. Go talk to your dad. Remember the one desire you have? This is your chance.

AJ looks at Tony considering what he’s said.

AJ and Tony walk to the LIVING ROOM and sit.







TONY





I have something to show.

He opens the envelope on the table and gets some papers.







TONY

An online magazine is publishing my story and they paid 1000 dollars for it.



AJ

Like a I said Tony you are good, but you…



MARK

Can I read it?

Tony hands Mark the papers. 







MARK






(Reads aloud.)






This thing.

“I’m better than this,” Renee thought as he stared at the open window of the small motel room. He looked at the half naked guy sleeping beside him and the sight of him disgusted Renee. He couldn’t believe he was here again, doing this. The last time he did it he promised himself to do things differently; that was last weekend, but he never kept the promise. Thoughts of last night lingered through his mind. Last night he was in love, he had found his soul mate, but this morning he knew how things would go. Once he says good-bye to the guy, he will never hear from him again and if by any chance they meet the guy will only want one thing… Renee got up, dressed and left the room. This was strange; Renee had never done this. Usually he would wake up his guy, shower with him and they would leave together, and Renee would wish he calls. This morning he wanted to walk out and never see him again. He was tired of it all.

As Renee took a cab home he was disturbed about how things had become, how he had changed. There was a time he knew who he was. A time purity meant everything to him. But since he realized he was this thing everything changed. The one desire he had led him to a life of sex and vanity.

“Can anything good come out of this?” he thought as the taxi pulled into the driveway.

Renee bumped into brothers, Chad and Nick, his next-door neighbors. Nick said a quick cold hi and walked away. Chad stood across the hallway blocking Renee’s way. Renee looked at him and smiled, he smiled back. Chad was fond of Renee; he liked to play games with him. At first Renee was cold and hesitant, but Chad persisted and he gave in.

“How are you this morning,” Chad asked concerned, he could sense something was up with Renee.

“Good,” Renee replied looking away to hide the lie and the misery in his eyes.

“Have a lovely day, won’t you?”

“You too,” Renee walked away, but he could feel Chad’s eyes following him.

Chad and Nick knew about Renee and his ways. Nick hated him and made sure he knew it. To Nick everything was black or white, no gray. With Chad it was different; he was always inviting Renee to their place for dinner or breakfast and meddling in his life. Somehow he saw past what Renee was doing. To him, Renee was human with all the facets that make us human: weaknesses, mistakes and imperfections. He knew he had no right to cast the first stone. Renee didn’t know what to make of Chad and he didn’t let him in on his life either. He felt Chad and Nick judged him and he hated to be judged.

As Renee sat on the sofa sipping soda water he thought about Chad, a smile lit on his face. Something about him, Renee couldn’t put a finger on it. Renee found Chad very attractive, he checked him out once in a while, but their lives were as different as the heavens are from the earth. He brushed away the thought of Chad; he knew nothing good would come out of it. Renee looked at the soda, he didn’t like its taste, but he drunk the rest in one gulp. The soda reminded him of his life. There were many things he didn’t like about his life, but was doing: he didn’t like his lifestyle, but he was in it. He didn’t like doing this with men, but it’s the only time he heard someone say they like him, it’s the only time he meant something to someone though part of him died every time he did it. Renee thought he would get used to this, but after many men he still was feeling guilty and ashamed every time he took one to bed. He could not understand this. This wasn’t as natural as it felt.

He looked around his living room and his eyes landed on the graphic design he was working on. Graphic design was Renee’s life, he loved it, and he was excellent at it. His best moments in life were when he was working on his PC. He was happy; he was in control. Renee thought about graphic design and how excellent he was at it. He had met guys like him who were excellent at what they did; who had a passion for something.

“Could this mean something? Could this be what I should be about?” he asked himself softly.

Renee was lonely and miserable; he wanted meaning in his life. He wanted to live for something higher and better. No amount of partying, sex and stuff could take away the sorrow in his heart. Sometimes he hurt so bad that thoughts came to his mind. Thoughts of eternity; he wondered what would become of him if something happened. He had made his life about this thing; he had let it define him.

Renee also had one desire in his heart- the love of a man. He had never experienced the love a man all his life. Renee thought about his father, the last time he saw him was two years ago on a hospital bed. 

AJ jerks up and walks out. Mark and Tony look at each and back to the story.



MARK

“Maybe he’s dead, maybe he’s alive, no he’s alive out there somewhere,” Renee told himself. He looked at the framed photo of him and the men in his life- his grandfather and uncles hanging on the wall. The laughed at the thought of his uncles trying to make him a man for they said he was too girlie for life. He wondered what would happen if the photo shattered. He grabbed the glass from the table and threw it against the photo, shattering the glass frame. As he walked across the room to pick it, the broken glass cut his feet. He stepped on the photo and then picked it up. He looked at the bloodstained faces and smiled, somehow he felt a relief.

It was not easy for Renee being this thing. From the first day he realized he was, he knew his life would change forever. He knew the hatred he would have to live with, the rejection, being judged and even insults on his face. Renee didn’t know how to make the best out of it. His way of getting by was love, but what he found was lust and vanity. 

“When will sex ever be enough?” Renee thought overwhelmed by what his life had become. He had become a restless soul. Every weekend he dressed up and hit the clubs to look for love. The morning-after he came home sad and lonely. Once again his search would amount to nothing.

Renee sighed, he knew for sure he wanted love; he wanted love badly. He was tired of being hated by guys like Nick who couldn’t see beyond his sex orientation. He got up and went to his bedroom.

Renee woke up at six in the evening. He opened the drapes and the sunlight rushed in. It was a beautiful evening, but he felt a sadness in his heart. He knew why. Today would have been his mother’s birthday. As he sat on the bed tears formed at the corner of his eyes. This is something that happened to him every time he remembered his mum, the one person who loved him for who he was, the only person he meant a lot to and who’s intention was not to get in his pants. He opened the bedside drawer and got a photo of his mum, his friend and his confidant. He had a reason to live and make the best of his life, but now that she was gone Renee was lost. He loved his mother and looked up to her. He wanted so much to be like her. His mother was a devoted Christian woman who lived her life to the fullest without fear or intimidation. Renee wanted that. He knew if she were around he would have all the answers; she would have shown him the way. Tears fell on the photo and her face became obscure. Renee looked at the photo and knew he had failed her. She had wanted better for Renee, she knew he was worth so much more.

“Where did I go wrong,” Renee asked as he stared at the ceiling.

Renee thought of all the things that were wrong in his life. How he was born out of wedlock, why his father rejected him, how no one loved him, how life had become meaningless because of this thing. He thought of how he had failed God for feeling this way, and how God hated him. He started to go down. He told himself he was better dead.  He didn’t have the strength to face the misery his life had become. He looked at the photo of his mum again and he broke down. Never had he felt this useless, never had he felt this meaningless.

Renee got up and went to shower. He stood before the mirror looking and smelling like a million bucks. He had a strong sense of style. He dressed to look hot. Once in a while he hoped his inside would agree with his outside. He looked at himself in the mirror; he didn’t like what he saw. His own face made him sick. He knew he had to do something; he had to end all this madness. He knew how, he had tried it once when he was fifteen, but it didn’t work. 

“This time it’s going to work,” Renee said as he overturned his apartment looking for liquor and the sleeping pills he always kept. He could not find them. He decided to go to the shop and get what was necessary. He was determined to do this. Nothing was going to stop him. As he walked to the door, he thought about how he’s going to leave no notes. Nobody cared. He knew nobody would miss him. Chad came in his mind, but he brushed away the thought. Once Again nothing good would come out of it.

Renee opened the door and Chad was outside about to knock. Chad looked at him up and smiled.

“Good, you are dressed up. I’m here to take you out for dinner.” 



MARK

This is dark and scary.



TONY

See why I love AJ.

Tony gets up and walks to the kitchen.

74. INT. LIVING ROOM   DAY

Aaron talks to AJ on the couch.

AARON

What I’m about to tell you is not an excuse or a justification, it’s the truth. 
He takes a deep breath.







AARON

Lucy and I were engaged to be married, but that was after I an assignment I was doing in Europe. I left a couple of months after you were born and she agreed to wait for me, but she never kept the promise. She called me and told me she had found someone who was willing to take care of you as his son and that they were getting married in a month. That was the last time I had from her. I thought about you, but I couldn’t come back, I had nothing to come home to. I came back because my sister had passed away and left Avant in my care…the day we met at the cemetery I had been asking around for you, but the place had changed; new buildings, people, no one seemed to know you or Lucy…I should have done more AJ, I was stupid and mean…
They stare at each other for a while.

AJ

Where do we go from here?

AARON

All I can think of is you giving me a chance to be your father. I cannot take back the twenty fours years you’ve been without a father, but I don’t want you to go on without a father because you have me.

AJ

Every time I went through a rough time or somebody hurt me. I told myself this would not have happened if my dad were here.

Aaron picks an envelope from the table.







AARON






(Handing it to AJ.)





Take a look at that and tell me what you think.

Avant walks in the room.







AVANT





Hi.







AARON





Avant, meet your brother…

AJ gets up. AJ and Avant embrace.







AVANT





Welcome to the family.

75. INT. WAREHOUSE   DAY

AJ and Tony hang out listening to Kirk Franklin’s album ‘Hero’.

AJ

My dad is sending me to a film college in New York.

TONY

What can I say? You have a rich dad now.



AJ

What will you do while I’m gone?



TONY

Write more and more stories. I realized I can be good at anything I put my mind on.

AJ looks and Tony with look of admiration.







AJ





And I call myself a failure.

AJ rubs Tony’s hair.

The song ‘Imagine me’ starts to play. Tears show in AJ’s eyes.







FADE IN:

THE END.
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