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(Black screen) V.O. (John Baylor)

Life and death...life is a great gift to inherit. And everyone wonders what happens after they expire.  When death takes you, everything lifts off your shoulders and all your pain goes away. You wonder of heaven and hell, there is no hell… just you and greatness. Where do you go? Where your happy. As for me I went to Middle-earth………so I thought.

(Cut to)(inside room-morning) (Close up on john’s face. He has his eyes closed then jumps up gasping for air. Camera zooms out more to see his 13 year old (tom) son standing next to his bed.)

Tom

What’s wrong dad?

John

Nothing. Just a bad dream that’s all.

Tom

About what?

John

(Pauses) I don’t remember.

Tom

Oh well ok. But I just came to say goodbye. I have to go to school.

John

Well all right Tommy give me a hug.

(Tom gives his dad a hug)

John

I love you tom.

Tom

I love you to dad. I’ll see you when I get home from school.

(tom grabs his backpack and runs out of his dad’s room.)

(Cut To) INT: Hallway-Day

(Tom is running down the hallway and down the stairs.)

(Cut to) EXT: front lawn-day

(Tom runs out the front door and gets on a school bus parked in front of his house. Once he gets on the bus pulls away down the street.)

(Cut to) INT- bedroom-day

(John gets out of bed and he walks into the bathroom and starts to get ready.)

(Roll Credits)

Fade to: INT: kitchen-day

(John is dressed and has hair combed back. He looks at his cat.)

John

I’m off to the park. Take care.

(John walks out the front door.)

(Cut to) EXT: Driveway-Day

(John walks to his car and gets in. We see him back his car out and drive off down the road. As he’s driving off we see the area he lives in. He lives in a country side just out side of the city.

(Dissolve to)

(John is walking down a path in the park. Then he walks up and sits down in front of a tree and leans back against it. He gets this sad look on his face, As though thinking of something.)

White Flash

(We see a close up on a young black man’s face for about two seconds.)

(We go back to john. He jumps, out of surprisement and starts to breathe heavy.)

(He gets up and starts walking down the path again until he comes to the river. He sits down next to all the swans and ducks. Then the man in white appears sitting next to him.)

Black Man

Hello John.

John

(John jumps.)

Who the hell are you!

Black man

(Very calm.)

Well to start us off I’m Randy.

John

Why are you here Randy! Your not real! Your in my head!!

Randy

In you head…yes I am in your head. Not real…Well yes I’m not real. But that does not mean I don’t exist. I’m just …well… here.

John

So are you saying you’re a ghost? I’m a very wise man and I don’t really believe in ghost’s.

Randy

Well I don’t like to refer to myself as a ghost. I’m a messenger.

John

A messenger?

Randy

Yes John I’m a messenger.

John

Let me ask you this. Why would a messenger come to me? Most people say I’m a crazy man who believes that if you love something enough that is where you will rest after you die. In my case I believe I will go to Middle Earth.

Why is that so hard to understand for people? In other terms to put it I believe that you have your own personal heaven. You go to where ever you are the happiest.

Randy

That is a good…but not true. You have it all wrong John.

John

No, no, no I wont believe it. You tell me what you want but I will not believe that.

Randy

Actually I came here to tell you a riddle.

John

To tell me a riddle?

Randy

Yes and one I want you to think about too.

Well its kind of a poem and a riddle. This poem has an answer which makes it a riddle.

John

I see

Randy

“What feeling inside never shatters, never dies? You hold on to it no matter what, and no one can make it shut.” Now I want you to think about that John

But I must leave you now. I will see you soon…unfortunately.

John

Am I really that bad?

Randy

No its not you at all. It’s just…I have to go!!

Wait. One more thing

John

What?

Randy

Spend some time with Tom.

(Just like that Randy is gone and John looks surprised. He turns his head to see where he had gone.)

John

Randy?

 (to himself)

What does he mean spend time with Tom? I love that boy with all my heart; I do spend time with him.

John

Oh well…I feel like candy.

(Cut To) INT. Mall- Day

(John is at a candy hut picking out candy and putting it in a bag. Then he walks up to the register to pay)

Register lady

Is that all for you today John?

John

Yes it is.

Register lady

Ok that will be $3.65

(John pays her.)

John

Ok. Thanks Katie

Katie

Bye John.

(John walks away.)

(John is getting ready to walk out of the mall when he sees an old friend.)

John

Oh my god!

Ken…well how the hell are ya!!

Ken

Well Hey John!!!

I’m fine just going shopping for my son. What are you up to?

John

I actually was just going to the doctor’s office to get a check up.

Ken

Yah…well I don’t know if you heard but I just lost my wife Marry. She died from a heart attack last week.

John

Oh ken I’m so sorry.

Ken

Yah well me to. But a couple of days before she died she was saying that she saw a black man who talked to her. She said that he told her to spend time with her loved one’s. I don’t understand what she was talking about.

(John gets a look of terror on his face.)

John

Oh my god…ah well ken I gotta go. I don’t feel so good all the sudden.

(John starts walking away)

Ken

Well wait John!!

(John pays no attention and keeps walking and walks out the door of the mall. He’s breathing heavy as though having a panic attack. He walks to his car and gets inside. Once he’s inside he stops and catches his breath. He seems terrified. He pulls out a cigarette and lights it. He starts the car up and drives off. The camera follows the car driving down the street.)

Fade To: INT. Hospital waiting room-day

(John is sitting down in a chair with his head down looking very frightened. Then a lady that works at the hospital comes out with a list of names in her hands.)

Nurse

John Baylor?

John

(John stands up)

(Continued)

Over here.

Nurse

Will you please come with me sir?

(John follows the nurse back to the doctor’s office.)

Nurse

I’m Peggy by the way.

John

Nice to meet you Peggy.

(Peggy smiles)

Peggy

Well how are you feeling?

John

I feel fine. It’s just time for another check up I think.

Peggy

Yah well it’s good you came now when we’re not as busy. Well if you’ll just wait here I’ll go get Dr. lanagin.

John

Ok I’ll be waiting.

(Peggy walks out of the room and shuts the door behind her. John lays back on the bed he was sitting on.)

(We see a white flash all the sudden and it goes to tom at a funeral crying. And then we see randy and john standing away from it all. Then all the sudden john wakes up still laying on the doctors table. The doctor is sitting next to the table in a chair. John leans up.)

Lanagin

How are you today John?

John

Well not so good actually. I think I’m just getting old.

Lanagin

(Laughs)

Yah well you and me both.

Dr. Lanagin is a man in his 50’s. With his hair almost gray. And a mustache.

Lanagin

Ok well we’re gonna give you a check up and see how your health is ok?

John

yeah

                       Lanagin

           Ok well lets get started shall we. Have you stopped smoking?

John

……no.

(Fade to)

(John is lying down again on the doctor’s table. He sits up fast and looks and the doctor isn’t there. Then lanagin walks in the door.

Lanagin

Ok John well that’s it. You done with your check up.

John

Well am I doing ok doc?

Lanagin

Well that’s what I was going to say. I would like you to come in again tomorrow. So I can have everything done. I still have to check a few things but can you come back in tomorrow?

John

Yah I’ll come back tomorrow.

Lanagin

Ok well I’ll see you tomorrow then john.

John

Ok well thank you doc.

Lanagin

Bye john. Drive safe.

John

Thanks again. Bye.

(John walks out of his office and down the hall and walks into a elevator. The camera looks at him until the doors close in front of him.)

(Fade to)

John is waiting in his car in front of a middle school and we see tom walking to the car. There are many kids around talking to each other and waiting for buses and rides. Tom gets in the car and John pulls away.)

John

Hey Tom

Tom

Hi dad.

John

How was your day? Meet any girls?

Tom

(Laughs)

No dad. But yeah my day was ok. How was yours?

John

My day has been very indulging, and adventurous, and…well no. My day has been hell.

Tom

Why is that?

John

I think I’m just getting old and seeing things and hearing things.

Tom

Why what happened?

John

Well I met this black man named randy who said he’s a messenger and-

(Tom cuts him off)

Tom

Your right. You are getting old dad.

(John Smiles)

Tom

Dad?

John

Yes

Tom

Do you really believe in Middle earth?

John

Well no I don’t believe in middle earth. Tom I believe that I will go there once I die. I just believe that when people die they go and be in peace where there happiest years were in there life. Why do you ask?

Tom

I just didn’t really understand why you felt like that. But I think I get it now.

John

Well tom how you feel about it?

Tom

Well I think it’s a little crazy. But when I think about it, That’s how I feel. I like that way of belief in the after life.

John

Ok well you say that you like that way of belief but is that how you truly feel?

Tom

Yes it is. I only bring it up because some of my friends at school say that you’re a crazy man. And that you don’t go to were you are happy when you die. They said the same thing as most people believe. The good people go to heaven and the bad people go to hell. And I told them that it’s what I believe and they called me crazy.

John

Well why doesn’t that surprise me.

Tom

What?

John

Tom don’t worry about it. I’ve been called worse. And you believe what ever you want to tom. Do not ever listen to people like that.

Tom

I wont dad. They’re just a waste of my time.

John

Ok just as long as you understand.

(John pulls up into there driveway.)

John

Ah home sweet home.

Tom

That it is.

(John parks the car and turns it off. They both still sit there and John has a flash back to when his friend Ken said.)

(Flash back)

Ken

A couple days before she died she was saying that she saw a black man. Said his name was Randy. He told her to spend time with her loved ones.

(Back to John looking at Tom)

John

Tom?

Tom

Yeah.

John

I want you to know that I’m sorry that your mom died in a car wreck. But I don’t know how I would be without you.

(Continued)

Even when I die I will always be there for you. I wont ever let go of you Tom. I love so much.

(Tears start coming down johns face. Tom leans over and gives his dad hug. The camera fades away into a black screen.)

(Fade to) INT: Bedroom-Day

(Close up on john’s face. He shoot’s up surprised and sweating. Tom is standing next to his bed. Dressed and ready to go to school.)

Tom

Are you ok dad? That’s the second time you’ve done that. What’s wrong? You’ve been acting different since yesterday morning.

John

Nothing Tom. Don’t worry I’ll be fine.

Tom

Ok well I have to go to school.

John

Ok well you have a good day. And don’t let those kids tell you any different then what you want to believe.

Tom

I wont don’t worry.

John

Alright. You better hurry along before you miss your bus.

Tom

I love you dad.

John

I love you to tom.

(Tom walks out the bedroom door.)

(John gets up out of bed and grabs clothes from his dresser and walks into the bathroom and closes the door.)

(fade to)INT: Bedroom-Day

(John opens up the bathroom door. He’s dressed. He  walks out the bedroom door.)

         (Cut to) INT: Hospital lobby-Day

(John is sitting down with his head down. Peggy walks out.)

Peggy

Hi John. Will you come with me?

John

Yep.

Peggy

Well how are you doing today John?

John

I’m fine. You?

Peggy

Good. My day’s just going a little slow though.

(They come to the doctors closed door.)

Peggy

Well here we are.

(she opens the door and john walks in. she closes the door behind him. He walks over to the doctor’s bed/table. And sits down on it, we wait about 5 seconds and Doctor Lanagin walks in the door with a disappointed look on his face.)

Lanagin

(In a sad voice)

Hey john how are ya?

John

I’m fine. What about you?

Lanagin

Well I’m not doing so well.

John

What’s wrong?

Lanagin

John . . . I hate giving bad news.

(Dr.Lanagin’s eyes start to water.)

John

What is it?

Lanagin

Your dying john.

(A look of confusion comes over johns face.)

John

What. . . How?

Lanagin

You have a very bad case of cancer. 

John

Oh my god.

Lanagin

John I’m so sorry.

John

What about Tom?

Lanagin

I don’t know.

(John starts crying.)

John

I cant die!! I cant leave tom alone. I’m all he’s got! If I leave him now and he’s lost!!

Lanagin

There’s nothing I can do. You at least have a month left.

(John is crying hard and lanagin gives him a hug.)

Lanagin

I’m so sorry John.

(he starts crying hard.)

(We fade away to them both hugging and crying.)

(Cut to) Int. Car at school parking lot-Day

(John’s eyes are a little red like he’d been crying. He has his head laid against his hand while his elbow is against the door. He’s just staring down at the ground. Then the passenger door opens and he jumps a little a looks at tom.)

Tom

Hey dad.

(John starts driving.)

John

How ya  doing Tom.

Tom

Fine. Today was just the worst day ever. I got loaded with homework by Mrs. Rains. And got in a big fight with my best friend. It was just a bad day. I don’t think it could get any worse. Anyway how was your day?

John

Not so good.

Tom

Why? What happened?

John

I found out some very bad news today.

Tom

What?

                (John starts crying.)

John

I love you so much tom but I’m afraid that I’m going to-

(Before he can finish tom interrupts him by yelling.)

Tom

dad look out!!!!!!

(John looks forward and there’s a car right in front of him. Right when there about to hit the car we black out.)

fade to: Hospital room-Day

(We see John laying down on a bed with a hospital robe on he banged up. A doctor walks in.)

doc

Hello Mr. Baylor.

John

What happened?

Doc

You’ve been in an car wreck.

John

What about the other driver?

Doc

You mean the mother and her baby? Well umm… there…dead.

John

What!!! I, I, killed a wife and her baby? Oh

no, no, no.

Doc

I’m sorry Mr. Baylor.

John

Wait! What about my son? Where is he?

(the doc pauses.)

Doc

That’s what I came in here for. John……tom’s dead.

John

What!!! No, no, no, no. He cant be!! He’s just a kid!! Tom!!!

(john’s crying while he’s saying this. Crying very hard.)

Doc

I’m so sorry john.

(the doctor walks slowly out of the room.)

Cut to: black screen. Screen reads: 3 weeks later

Fade to: Forrest-Day

(we have a close up on John’s face. His eye’s are closed and he jumps up gasping for air. We pull away a little bit and see that he is in a Forrest. John sits up and there standing in front of him is Randy.)

Randy

Hello John.

John

Randy?

Randy

Yes.

John

Where am I?

Randy

Your dead John. Don’t you remember laying in the hospital bed.

John

Yes I do but-

Randy

Well after you found out that tom died you went into manic depression. You wouldn’t do anything. You would eat or drink. Then eventually you just lost the will to live.

John

Well what do I do?

Randy

You stay here.

John

Here? In this Forrest?

Randy

Oh no. you wont stay here. Just go to where you are the happiest. And if I recall you wanted to go to Middle-earth. Did you not?

John

Well yes but I also remember you telling me that I have it all wrong.

Randy

Yes I did. But I said that because I knew what was going to happen. So I said that because of the question that your about to ask me. Go ahead ask it john.

John

What about tom?

Randy

Exactly. What about tom. Now I’m going to do something for you John. You know how they say when you die your whole life flashes before eyes?

John

Yes.

Randy

Well I’m going to let you go on a journey through your favorite memories with tom when you where alive.

John

And what will that do for me besides dive me insane cause I cant see him anymore.

Randy

What are you talking about? You can see him. That’s what I’m going to do for you. Then you get to decide if you want to stay with him or go to where you wish.

John

Ok. Just let me go now so I can see him.

Randy

Ok. Goodbye John.

Fade to: John sitting in a chair at a dance.

(He’s sitting in a chair and the dance is in a park and there’s lots of people dancing and eating and talking. Tom run’s up to John.)

Tom

Dad!!

John

Tom!

(Tom jumps up on John and starts laughing. John joins in on laughing.)

Tom

I thought I’d never see you again.

John

I thought so to. Now get down before you break my back.

(Tom gets down.)

john

Where are we?

Tom

We’re in our memories

John

Our memories?

Tom

Yes. All the good memories we have. We’re in them! You were right dad!!

(Just as Tom says that a girl walks up named Natalie.)

Natalie

Hi Tom.

(Tom goes speechless.)

tom

hi Natalie

(She walks away. And Tom and John sit down.)

Tom

Wow. She sure is something.

John

Well why don’t you do something about it?

Tom

Like what? I cant do anything.

John

Why sure you can.

Tom

No I cant dad she’s way out of my league.

John

Then put your self in her league.

(tom gets a big smile of his face.)

john

Go ask her to dance.

Tom

dad…(looks at John) what would I do without you?

(tom gets up and walks away to ask Natalie to Dance.)

Tom

Natalie?

Natalie

Yes!!!

(She grabs him by the hand and pulls him onto the dance floor. Elvis Presley’s “Jail house rock” starts.)

Tom

Can you swing dance?

Natalie

Oh Yeah!!

(They both start to swing dance. After the song ends they walk off the dance floor.)

(Natalie give’s him a piece of paper)

tom

what’s this?

Natalie

That would be my phone number…Will you call me tomorrow?

Tom

Absolutely.

Natalie

Good. Talk to you tomorrow.

(she gives him a kiss on the lips.)

Natalie

Bye Tom.

Tom

Bye.

(Tom walks over to his dad and sits down.)

john

so…… did it work? What’s that in your hand?

Tom

Oh nothing much…

(tom put the paper right in his dad’s face.)

Just her Phone number!!!

(John starts laughing and Tom joins in.)

  Fade To: Forrest-Day

    (john is laying down in the Forrest again. Gets up and Randy is standing there.)

John

Randy? What are you ding here. Where’s Tom?

Randy

It’s over John.

John

What do you mean it’s over?

Randy

You cant stay with Tom.

John

What! Why?

Randy

He left. He went to where he wants to be.

John

But…I don’t understand why he’d do that. Why Randy? Where did he go?

Randy

That…I think you can figure out.

 (Just like that randy disappears.)

(John Stops and thinks for a moment and then he realizes where tom is. He gets a smirk on his face.)  

   (We get a close up on John’s face. He closes his eyes and when he opens them he’s on a dock next to a pond and waterfall. We se Tom sitting on the end of the dock.)

John

Hey.

(Tom turns around.)

Tom

Dad. I knew you’d find me.

John

Well why’d you come here?

Tom 

Because I think it’s time me and you go to where we’ve always wanted to.

John

Ok.

(Randy is standing behind John.)

Randy

I told you that you’d find him.

(John turns around.)

John

Thank you randy.

Randy

For what?

John

For all of this. I think dying was the best thing that ever happened to me.

Randy

Well you’re welcome

John

I understand you riddle now. “What feeling inside never shatters never die’s. you hold it no matter what and no one can make it shut.”……it’s hope.

Randy

That’s right…ok are you two ready to go?

Tom

Yeah.

John

Yeah.

Randy

Well I wont ever see you guys again. So goodbye.

(John gives him a hug.)

John

Goodbye Randy. 

Tom 

Bye

(Tom and John Start walking down the dock. Then we see a white flash.)

  White flash to: on hill next to river-Day

 (John and tom are sitting on a hill/mountain looking over a river.)

Tom

Oh my god. Dad look at this…Dad?

(Tom looks up at his dad and see’s that John has tears in his eyes.)

John

I cant believe it Tom. This is it we’re here.

(tom hugs his dad and we zoom out. Roll credits.)

The

End

