24 MINUTES       By Eric M Phelps

The following takes place between ( 9:00 A.M. and 9:24 A.M. )

( Location Downtown )

Int. Tony Alcada C.T.U. Operative. Tony receives a hot tip that some new tourist are in town taking photos of historical town landmarks, old buildings, and statues. Tony soon spots them, and with a devilish grin on his face, he plots in his mind how to chase them out of town.

                                                         Tony

It’s time to pay the piper folks. This town doesn’t need your ungodly presence!!

 Tony waits for the opportune time, while the tourist have their back turned to him he speeds up in his car and hits the mud puddle next to the tourist with perfect timing. The tourist completely covered in muddy water look at each other in astonishing shock at what has just transpired. With a crushed look on their faces they enter their vehicle and drive out of town, with Tony looking on with a smug smile on his face.

( Location Counter Tourist Unit Headquarters )

Int. Dan Mead C.T.U. Director.  Tony enters the Headquarters building for C.T.U. Dan is waiting for him at the door with an intimidating stare down look. Tony hands Dan his morning coffee.

                                                                Dan

Two milks one sugar right?

Tony gulps, Knowing he messed it up by putting in two sugars and one milk.

                                                                Tony

Of course!! What … you think I’m an idiot? Actually, don’t answer that question.

Dan invites him to sit down in his office. Although Dan knows Tony screwed up his coffee, he doesn’t bring it up, but instead looks at Tony long, and awkwardly until embarrassment occurs.

                                                                Dan

Tony, I don’t need to remind you of the fact that we have to be right every time. The tourist only have to be right once. As long as I’m director of operations, that’s not going to occur. I can count on you … right?
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                                                                Tony

Absolutely Sir!!

                                                                 Dan

Where’s Jack at? Normally he’s here before all of us, running a tight ship.

                                                               Tony

I don’t know sir I’ll check into it.

( Location Jack Sauer’s house )

Int. Jack and Jenny Sauer – Jack is rushing through the house looking for his keys, and cell phone so he can get down to the office, stressed out because he’s running late.

                                                                Jack

Honey!! Do you know where my keys, and phone are?

Jenny walks in the room with the keys in one hand, and the phone in the other. She looks at him in frustration.

                                                                Jenny

You always put your stuff where I don’t want it, I’m trying to keep this house organized you know!!! Besides you’re not going anywhere because my parents are going to be here in a few minutes to discuss loaning us the down-payment on our dream house remember? I’ve already got breakfast cooking for us. Your boss isn’t going to care if you’re a little late today.  

 Jack tries to hide his contempt for his in-laws by putting on a fake smile for his wife. Knowing breakfast, and a discussion about a family loan will be like making a deal with the devil, Jack scrambles in his mind to think of something. So he walks outside to call Tony.

( Phone call between Tony and Jack in Spanish dialogue ) Tony reads his caller I.D. and picks up.

                                                                  Tony

Where are you? Why aren’t you here?

                                                                   Jack

Never mind that I need you at my house immediately!!
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                                                                       Tony

Why? What’s going on?

                                                                       Jack

My in-laws are coming over in a few minutes I need you to deflect attention off me.

                                                                      Tony

No!! No!! No!!... I’m not your grenade jumper anymore.

                                                                       Jack

What do you mean?

                                                                      Tony

Remember our assignment in Costa Rica? Remember how you lied to me, and told me she was pretty? The rest of the night I was dancing with a wooly mammoth that was missing teeth.

                                                                      Jack

This is different though. I just need you for a few minutes. I need you to be inappropriate, and confrontational with my in-laws. They’ll be so happy you’re not married to their daughter, I’ll have them eating out of the palm of my hand on this loan deal.                                                

                                                                     Tony

Fine!! But you owe me big time after this.

                                                                      Jack 

I understand, your martyrdom as a patriot will be not go unnoticed. And remember, you’re saving a life, and a marriage. Now hurry up and get down here!!

                                                                     Tony

Fine!! I’ll be there in a minute.

After Tony hangs up with Jack, he darts out the back door quietly so Dan doesn’t know he left. He gets in his car peels out of the parking lot. Tony is in such a hurry to get to Jacks, he runs through a couple stop signs. The local town deputy pulls him over, and takes him to jail. 
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( Location County Jail ) Int. Bailiff. The bailiff opens the door, and Tony looks up at him.

                                                                          Bailiff

You can make your one phone call.

Tony goes to the phone and calls jack. Jack looks at his caller I.D. sees its Tony and picks up.

                                                                          Jack

Where are you? They’re going to be here any minute!!

                                                                           Tony

I’m in a jam, you need to come down and bail me out of jail. Plus I need you to get my car out of the impound yard.

                                                                           Jack

What are you talking about? This is no time for making jokes.

                                                                           Tony

This isn’t a joke. I didn’t make my court appearance for my unpaid parking tickets so I had a warrant issued for my arrest. 

                                                                          Jack

Fine!! If I do this were even!! I don’t want to hear any more crap about Costa Rica!!

                                                                          Tony

Ok!! Ok!! Ok!!

Int. jacks in-laws Robert and Helga Thompson. Jack goes and gets Tony brings him back to his place. Meanwhile, the in-laws pull in the driveway a minute later. Jenny goes to the door at the sound of their Knocking, and opens it.

                                                                         Jenny

Mom!! Dad!! Come on in. I got breakfast ready. Jack and I been looking forward to seeing you. Isn’t that right Jack?

Jack puts on a fake smile.
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After everyone gets seated Helga looks at Tony long and conspicuously, and looks at Jack awkwardly.

                                                                        Helga

So Jack don’t you think it’s rude not to introduce your friend to us?

                                                                         Jack

Oh of course!! I’m terribly sorry this is my friend Tony Alceda we’ve worked together for a number of years. This is Jenny’s parents Bob and Helga.

Tony has a big mouth full of food eating with his mouth open rudely.

                                                                       Tony

Pleasure to meet you folks. Good eggs bendedict Jenny. You should open up a restaurant. I’d be your best tipper hee hee.

Helga and Bob look at each other in disgust over Tony’s inappropriate remarks, and flirtatious advances towards their daughter. Jack plays coy with his in-laws and puts on a jealous countenance for the sale of the scene. Jenny giggles and acts as if she’s flattered by his inappropriate compliments. Tony continues to eat with his mouth open looking at Helga in a creepy perverted way. He then looks over at Bob.

                                                                    Tony

So Bob how did an old goat like you land a fine looking thing like Helga?

Bob with indignation on his face stands up, with his finger shaking and pointed at Tony.

                                                                    Bob

How dare you speak to me with such insolence!!

Jack seeing the opportunity to act, slaps Tony in the face, and throws him out the door.

                                                                  Jack

Don’t ever come back!! Were through!! You hear me!!

Jack winks at Tony to let him know he did a good job. Tony winks back, and gets in the car.
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Jack knowing his in-laws heard it all comes back in to sit down at the table.

                                                             Jack

I’m sorry you folks had to witness that, he must of forgotten to take his medication.

                                                           Helga

Never mind that!! I’m just so relieved our daughter is married to a fine man like you.

                                                           Bob

I agree, in fact don’t worry about paying us back for the loan. Consider it a gift.

                                                            Jack

Oh we can’t do that!! No No are you sure?

                                                            Helga

No we insist. Whatever you kids need, consider it done.

Jack and Jenny look at each other with big smiles.

9:24 THE END

