21st Century Robin Hood

Screenplay by

Ryan Cody

Based on the short story by

Richard Cody Jr.

Fade in:

INT. FAIRBANK’S HOTEL – DAY

We start at the end of the story.

We see CODY, a forty-ish man who is going grey and has a face ten years older than him due to stress. He is an agent of sorts referred to only by Cody, his last name.

He walks down a hallway on the twelfth floor of the classiest place in town, Fairbank’s Hotel.

He reaches room 12-C and just stares with a sense of accomplishment.

Cut to black.






CODY(V.O.)




The name Robin Hood may seem a bit 

medieval, but believe me, the name 

fits this man perfectly.

Fade in:

EXT. SAN FRANCISCO – DAY

The sky is overcast. We see a man leaving his sleazy San Francisco apartment. This is JOHN MURDOCK or ROBIN HOOD.

Cody is sitting in his car on the other side of the street. He watches Murdock walk away.






CODY(V.O.)




His real name is John Murdock, 

born and raised in Detroit. I’ve 

been after him for just about ten 

years. That’s because I’m on this 

case by myself. If anyone gets in 

my way… I’ll kill them. That’s how 

enraged I am by this mission.

INT. MURDOCK’S APARTMENT – MINUTES LATER

Cody is lacing the place with microphones.






CODY(V.O.)




But over the years it seems to be 

more like a quest than a mission. 

I tracked him down to San 

Francisco. I had been watching him 

for a couple of weeks, he rented 

some sleazy apartment. I waited 

until he left one day, and laced 

the place with microphones and 

bugged his phone.

Cody places a bug in Murdock’s phone.

INT. CODY’S APARTMENT – NIGHT

Cody is listening intently to a pair of headphones he is wearing. He is listening to a conversation of Murdock’s.






CODY(V.O.)




Fortunately, on June 18th, he made 

a phone call to one of his 

contacts. 

EXT. MURDOCK’S SF APARTMENT – LATER

Cody and two plainclothesmen walk up to Murdock’s front door.






CODY(V.O.)




They were meeting that night which 

made it convenient for me because 

I could just catch this guy and go 

home.

One of the plainclothesmen jiggles the door knob, it is locked.






CODY(V.O.)




I would have got him right here, 

but the damn idiot had to play 

games with me.

The plainclothesman shoots out the lock. And opens the door being met with two shots in his face.






CODY




Shit!

Murdock jumps out a nearby window and runs toward a car.

The remaining plainclothesman whips out a cell phone and hits speed dial. Waits a few seconds.






PLAINCLOTHESMAN




Headquarters… 

Cody gets into his car as Murdock hotwires the car he got into.

Murdock then speeds off closely followed by Cody.






CODY(V.O.)




He wanted a chase, so I gave him 

one.

EXT. SAN FRANCISCO - CONTINUOUS – NIGHT

Murdock speeds through the streets, taking back roads and alleyways. The whole time being followed by Cody.






CODY(V.O.)




We went around half the Goddamn 

city until, all of a sudden, he 

started to slow down…

Murdock slows down and Cody pulls up to his side.






CODY(V.O.)




…So I took advantage of it and 

pulled up next to him. Probably the 

dumbest thing I ever did.

Cody and Murdock ride side by side for a while. Then, suddenly, Murdock sideswipes Cody. Cody goes off into the front window of a car dealership.






CODY(V.O.)




The last thing I remember was 

flying through my windshield and 

landing on the hood of a Cadillac.

Cody then does just that, flying through his windshield and landing on the hood of an early 2000’s Cadillac in very nice shape.

INT. MURDOCK’S SF APARTMENT – NIGHT

The Remaining Plainclothesman has a man handcuffed and bent over a table.

Two agents walk in noticing the dead Plainclothesman.






AGENT 1




Jesus Christ.






AGENT 2




Is this the guy?






PLAINCLOTHESMAN




Yeah, this is the contact I got.






AGENT 2




You’ve helped us a great deal, you 

can go home now.



PLAINCLOTHESMAN

Thank you, sir.



CODY(V.O.)

We had one of his contacts, which 

meant, we knew everything about 

Robin Hood’s latest heist.

INT. CAR DEALERSHIP – DAY

Cody is sitting at a desk with the manager. Cody has a bandage wrapped around his head.






CODY(V.O.)




And the pricks down at the car 

dealership made me pay for the car. 

Don’t get me wrong it was a sharp 

car, but I wasn’t willing to pay 

that much for something I didn’t 

even cause.

The manager hands Cody the keys to the Cadillac.






CODY(V.O.)




Now that I look back at it, it was 

probably in the best interest for 

everybody that I buy that car.

EXT. SAN FRANCISCO – DAY

It’s sunny, a perfect day. Cody speed through the streets in his new Cadillac wearing sunglasses and a smile.

He pulls up to headquarters, which is basically a police station without real police officers.

INT. HEADQUARTERS

The contact is sitting in a chair in a room with no windows.






CODY(V.O.)




You see, we called him Robin Hood, 

because that’s what he did. Stole 

from the rich, gave to the needy. 

Only the needy most times turned 

out to be a combination of him, 

his contacts, and a charity of his 

choice. Too bad the money was 

stolen. 

Cody walks into the interrogation room holding a mug of coffee.






CODY




Hi there, how are you today?






CONTACT




Shitty, you?






CODY




That depends on you. Tell me, where 

is John Murdock pulling off his 

next heist?



CONTACT

I don’t know.

Cody takes a sip out of the mug and breaks it over the contact’s head. The contact screams and holds his head in pain.






CODY




Bullshit! I know you were there 

planning that heist when you were 

at his apartment last night.



CONTACT

You came right after I did, I have 

no idea what he was planning! 






CODY




You two met at 11:30, I didn’t come 

until midnight. Now what is Murdock planning, and I swear to God if you 

give me that “I don’t know” 

bullshit, I’ll shoot you in the 

face.



CONTACT

I’m tellin’ ya, man, I don’t know!

Cody whips out a pistol.






CONTACT




Shit, dude!






CODY




Where is Murdock going?!






CONTACT




I don’t know, he didn’t tell me 

anything, I just gave him some guns 

for a cut of the money. Don’t shoot 

me!

Cody cocks the gun.






CODY




Where the fuck is Murdock going?!






CONTACT

I’m tellin’ ya, I don’t know! Don’t 

shoot me!

Cody shoots the contact in the face.






CODY(V.O.)




And just like that, I was fired. 

And never knew what Murdock was 

planning…

INT. SLEAZY HOTEL ROOM – NIGHT

Cody is watching the news. He looks older, not by long, but a few years. He is starting to go grey.






CODY(V.O.)




… but I did hear everything he did. 

Whether it from news reports or 

intercepted police transmissions, 

I knew where he was.

INT. CODY’S CADILLAC – DAY

Cody is driving through a city in the same Cadillac he never meant to have, thanks to Murdock.






CODY




I followed him to wherever he was 

headed, but no matter what. Every 

time I got there, he was already 

moved out and in some other city 

planning another heist.

INT. HOTEL ROOM

Cody busts the door open to an empty hotel room






CODY




Damn it.

INT. SAME HOTEL ROOM – LATER

Cody is watching the news.






CODY(V.O.)(MORE)




You see, it took about seven months 






CODY(CONT’D)

To plan a heist and I took advantage 

of that time by tracking him down. 

And I was always just two seconds 

too late after a heist and he was 

already moved out. He took me all 

over the place.

Shot of HOLLYWOOD sign. Then of Cody driving in his Cadillac.






CODY(V.O.)




L.A.

Shot of Washington monument, then of Cody walking around it.






CODY(V.O.)




D.C.

Shot of Empire State Building, then of Cody on the roof, looking over the edge.






CODY(V.O.)




New York.

Shot of Lincoln Field in Philadelphia, P.A.






CODY(V.O.)




Philadelphia.

Shot of MGM Grand Casino.






CODY(V.O.)




Vegas.

Shot of Cody driving through San Francisco in his Cadillac.






CODY(V.O.)




Back to San Francisco.

Shots of several large estates.






CODY(V.O.)




Countless estates of Bankers, 

investors, etcetera…

Back to Cody in Hotel room. He is still watching the news.






CODY(V.O.)




But if there’s one thing I hated 

more than being two seconds too 

late for every single job, was the 

victims’ reactions.

Shot of T.V. a reporter in interviewing a wealthy looking man in front of his estate.






MAN




I want every dime back, except that 

which was spent on charity, I won’t 

miss that.

Back to Cody.






CODY(V.O.)




That killed me. And they all said 

the same thing. Just for the 

cameras. 

We see news reports of three more rich men saying “I won’t miss it.”






CODY(V.O.)

My favorites were the ones who

said… 

News report of a man talking to a reporter.






MAN




I either want to see him dead or in 

a jail cell.

Back to Cody.






CODY(V.O.)




… I just wanted him dead.

INT. CODY’S CADILLAC – DUSK

Cody just drives.

CODY(V.O.)




We kept up this charade for ten 

years. Ten long, agonizing, 

disappointing years. Really, I 

can’t complain, I’ve seen forty-

eight of the fifty states and rode 

one hell of a ride. But I still 

couldn’t catch the son of a bitch.

Fade out.

We hear a phone ringing. It rings five times and is picked up.

Fade in:

INT. APARTMENT – NIGHT

We see a man in bed just awoken from sound sleep, had just picked up the phone.

MAN





(Groggy)




Hello?

The Man turns on a lamp on the nightstand next to his bed. We see this man is Cody. He looks even older than before. He looks like a man who has given up on everything that mattered to him.






CODY




Are you sure? Who is this?






CODY(V.O.)




Then one night, I got a phone call, 

and someone I don’t know, whom I 

have never met, told me where he 

was.

Cut to black.






CODY(V.O.)




Chicago.

Fade in:

INT. CLASSY RESTAURANT – DAY

Cody sits at a booth away from the lunch crowd. He waits.






CODY(V.O.)




The man on the phone told me to meet 

him at this restaurant and he would 

give me all the details.

A man sits down across from Cody.






CODY(V.O.)




He gave me everything but his name.

EXT. RESTAURANT – DAY

Cody walks out and walks to his car which is around the middle of the parking lot.

CODY(V.O.)




The man on the phone told me 

Murdock was here to pull off two 

jobs. The first was the Moorison 

estate… 

EXT. MOORISON ESTATE – NIGHT

Three men in ski masks walk toward an unmarked white van parked blatantly next to an Audi.






CODY(V.O.)

that guy was heavily in the 

stock market right up until the 

recession, prime victim. 

The van speeds away.






CODY(V.O.)

The second job was the Fairbank’s 

hotel, the very one he was staying 

in. He even told me when the Job 

was going to take place. I didn’t 

need that part.

EXT. FAIRBANK’S HOTEL – DAY

It is sunny, a great day for an accomplishment. Cody is walking toward the hotel.






CODY(V.O.)

He was staying at the classiest 

place in town, and the most 

expensive. But what do you expect 

from the man who has everything? 

Why not the best place in town?

INT. FAIRBANK’S HOTEL - CONTINUOUS

Cody walks in and heads for the elevator. He then goes in the elevator and hits the top floor button, floor twelve.






CODY(V.O.)




Ten years, hundreds of cities,

countless jobs, leading to this 

moment. Murdock made the biggest 

mistake of his life staying in 

Chicago.

INT. ROOM 12-C – MOMENTS EARLIER

Murdock walks in, happy with the outcome of his latest job.

He pulls some cold pizza out of the fridge.

INT. HOTEL – THAT MOMENT

Cody reaches his destination and the elevator doors open.






CODY




12-C

INT. ROOM 12-C – CONTINUOUS

Murdock sits down at a chair near the window and turns on the T.V.

INT. HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Cody who is going grey and has a face ten years older than him walks down the hallway. 

He reaches room 12-C and just stares with a sense of accomplishment. 

He then kicks the door in. we see a rather happy John Murdock, having just pulled off a heist, sitting in a chair by a window, watching T.V.






MURDOCK




Cody! I thought I lost you back in 

L.A.



CODY

You should have learned by now I 

don’t give up that easy. Now come

on, let’s go, it’s over.


MURDOCK

The hell it is…

Murdock brusquely stands up and pulls out a pistol, but is a split second too late as Cody shoots him.

Murdock falls back and out the window.

EXT. FAIRBANK’S HOTEL

We see Murdock falling down the twelve stories of the Fairbank’s Hotel and ultimately landing on the sidewalk with a thud.

We see Murdock on the ground. Dead.






CODY(V.O.)




There he was. Twelve stories down. 

Dead.

We then see Cody’s face, and only Cody’s face. He is clearly happy about the outcome, but smiles coyly.






CODY(V.O.)




After ten years, I finally got my 

man.

Cut to black.






CODY(V.O.)




Robin Hood.

THE END. 









  

Contact information: codered674@aim.com

