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fade in:

Title Card: A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away…..

A vast sea of stars serves as the backdrop for the main title, followed by a roll-up, which crawls into infinity.

STAR WARS EPISODE II: Peril Of The Jedi

Eight years after the threat of the Federation and the rise of Palpatine as Chancellor to the Galactic Senate, Lord of the Sith Darth Sidious convinces Chancellor Palpatine to become allies and in doing so wipe out the Jedi and retrieve young Jedi-in training Anakin Skywalker to train him in the dark side.

Obi-Wan Kenobi and his Jedi apprentice return to Anakin’s homeland of Tatooine, in search of his mother Shmi, a slave serving Watto, the dangerous Toydarian. They return in hopes of freeing her from his clutches. His destiny seemingly swayed away from the threat of the dark side, Anakin Skywalker has mastered the art of the Force………and soon may conquer the galaxy……

PAN DOWN to reveal the beautiful, blue, lush planet of Naboo.

ext. naboo – theed palace – day

Queen Amidala’s striking palace stands out against the lush vegetation and civilizations of the planet.

int. theed palace – throne room – day

The Queen is seated at her throne in her elaborate gowns, surrounded by her handmaidens, advisory council, and guards. Before all of them is a hologram of Chancellor Palpatine.

palpatine

Your Highness, we have important……situations to discuss.

amidala

I am aware of your proposal, Chancellor Palpatine.

palpatine

Then you agree to cooperate?

amidala

Becoming allies with the Federation can only be disastrous. They tried destroying my people before!

palpatine

But a peace treaty has been signed, your Highness.

amidala

That does not satisfy me.

palpatine

My people agree to this, why don’t yours?

amidala

Chancellor, my people and I see this as only causing catastrophic chaos.

palpatine

(Aghast) Catastrophic chaos? Becoming allies with the Federation will only ensure our safety more. Both the Galactic Senate and your people.

amidala

I do not agree.

She stares ahead, unmoving. The hologram of Chancellor Palpatine disappears.

sio bibble

There is an alterior motive to his proposal, your Highness. The Sith have gotten to him.

Amidala looks off, troubled.

int. amidala’s quarters – night

The Queen sits looking out the window, at the lush population below. Panaka, her trusted guard, stands nearby.

panaka

You don’t trust the Chancellor’s proposals?

amidala

How can I? Federation control only means…..just that: control. We wouldn’t be allies. Just controlled. I cannot allow that to be placed upon my people.

panala

Do you plan on announcing this to Chancellor Palpatine?

amidala

I’m afraid so.

She stares off……

ext. tatooine – mos eisley cantina – day

Dust swirls in the air around the Mos Eisley Cantina, which is loitered with galaxies of different species. A few stagger nearby, drunk.

Suddenly OBI-WAN KENOBI steps around the corner, glancing behind him. A 19-year old attractive, energetic man walks up, staring with his intense eyes at the Cantina. This is ANAKIN SKYWALKER.

obi-wan

Mos Eisley.

anakin

Have you been here before?

obi-wan

Maybe once. Not a particularly memorable place, you’ll soon learn. But I want to show it to you now so you’ll know what you’re not missing in the future...

anakin

And then we’ll go find Mom?

Obi-Wan smiles and squints his eyes in the hot relentless Tatooine sun.

obi-wan

Then we’ll find your mother, my Padawan. But do not rush things. You must live in the moment.

anakin

(Rolls his eyes) The ‘live in the moment’ thing again. I don’t see how that’s possible.

He walks for the Cantina. A strange-looking creature BUMPS into him, swirls around, obviously drunk. 

anakin

Excuse me...

In its drunkeness, the creature doesn’t seem to notice him. Anakin looks back at Obi-Wan who catches up.

obi-wan

It is a wretched hive of scum and villainy. Be cautious.

Something familiar about those words...

They make their way into the Cantina.

int. mos eisley cantina – day

The dark, dank, smoky atmosphere of Mos Eisley is even more loitered with strange creatures lounging about. But in a place like this, Anakin and Obi-Wan are more likely to be looked upon as strange. They walk in.

Anakin looks around.

anakin

Doesn’t seem too bad.

obi-wan

To a young, naive person such as yourself this is a place to have a good time. But beware the crooks behind your back.

They make their way up to the bar. Anakin looks to his left and notices TWI’LEK TWINS, startlingly white, staring at him, their arms around each other. Anakin darts his eyes away.

anakin

(Soft) What galaxies come here?

obi-wan

All sorts. However it seems to attract the most wretched of every. 

A HAND touches Anakin’s shoulder. Nervous, he turns around and comes face to face with one of the TWI’LEK TWINS. She gives him a come hither smile.

twi’lek twin 1

What’s your name?

anakin

Anakin.

twi’lek twin 1

Anakin, you seem out of place here. Is this your first time in Mos Eisley?

The second twin steps up, grinning.

twi’lek twin 2

Or Tatooine?

anakin

(Gulping) I’m...looking for my mother.

twi’lek 1

What a coincidence. So are we.

twi’lek 2

She disappeared years ago. This is where she was last seen. We’re hoping whatever scum took her will return her...

Obi-Wan quickly intercepts, standing in front of Anakin in protection.

obi-wan

May I help you, ladies?

Their smiles fade as they regard Obi-Wan.

obi-wan

If you’ll excuse us, my traveling partner and I cannot be interrupted. We’re very busy.

A moment later they’re gone. Anakin looks to Obi-Wan, relieved.

anakin

Thank you.

obi-wan

Unfortunately that will not be the last you’ll see of their type. 

anakin

What do you mean, their type?

obi-wan

It is something experience will show you in time, I cannot. We really should be going, young Anakin.

anakin

We just got here.

Obi-Wan, uncomfortable, uses something to his advantage:

obi-wan

You want to find your mother before the sun sets, do you not?

Anakin remembers, and nods.

anakin

You’re right.

A bartender walks over.

bartender

What can I get you?

Anakin turns to him.

anakin

Oh...a –

Obi-Wan pulls Anakin away...

obi-wan

We’re fine! Thank you!

ext. mos espa marketplace – tatooine – day

Anakin Skywalker is racing through the marketplace, Obi-Wan Kenobi behind him, trying to catch up. 

obi-wan

Anakin! Anakin!

The boy races, not hearing his master in all his excitement.

obi-wan

Anakin! Stop!

The boy obeys, slowly turning to face his master, who eventually walks up to him, heaving for breath.

obi-wan

Can’t you contain your excitement for just a little while longer?

anakin

I’m sorry, Obi-Wan. But I haven’t seen my mother in eight years. Ever since I went off with Qui-Gon.

obi-wan

Yes, I know. But she’ll still be there. Watto never parts with his slaves unless riches are involved. Looking around, I would say that about never comes around this side of the Galaxy.

Anakin smiles.

anakin

Come on! We’re getting closer!

Before Obi-Wan can say anything, young Anakin is off, racing hurredly. Obi-Wan sighs, then runs to catch up.

obi-wan

Anakin!

ext. anakin’s hovel – day

Empty and dirty, the series of small houses designed for slaves stands out amid the dust and swirls of sand.

Anakin approaches, stopping to catch his breath momentarily, then bounds up to the door, running inside—

int. anakin’s hovel – same time

The door is thrown open as Anakin races in, a smile on his expectant face.

anakin

Mother! I’m home!

He is not greeted by Shmi, and is instead greeted by a mechanical voice behind him—

voice

There is nobody by that name here.

He jumps and turns to see a WORKING DROID, rusted and gray, with exposed yellow wires and circuits.

anakin

(Appalled) Who are you?

droid

I am called MM-29 by my peers. Though the ones who constructed me call me CRIMTECH-OOMM1819.

anakin

That’s some name. What are you doing here?

mm-29

This is where I’m stationed to carry out my duties.

Anakin’s face drops. Suddenly the door opens and Obi-Wan steps in, smiling.

obi-wan

Well Anakin. Did you find her?

He sees Anakin’s deeply disturbed face, then turns to see MM-29.

obi-wan

Well who’s this?

mm-29

My name is MM-29, by me peers. Though the ones who constructed me call me—

obi-wan

(To Anakin) Where’s your mother?

mm-29

Who’s ‘mother’?

anakin

She’s not here. This droid lives here.

obi-wan

Maybe you got the wrong hovel?

anakin

No. This is where we lived.

His face falls and he holds back the tears. The working droid sees this.

mm-29

Did you serve Watto before today?

anakin

Yes.

mm-29

Anakin Skywalker?

anakin

That’s me.

mm-29

I’ve heard quite a bit about you.

anakin

(Brightly) You have?

mm-29

Yes. Not from Watto, he’s never mentioned you. But from some children. They always talk about the droid you built, and your victory with your podracer.

anakin

I sure do miss them. Do you know where Watto is?

mm-29

I was told to stay in here for the week because I short-circuited at the most inopportune time. However, I might direct you to his precise location.

anakin

Please.

mm-29

He’s in the workshop, working on a new podracer for the upcoming millenium race. He says if he wins, he can leave this planet for one where he’ll be king. That will be the day.

anakin

The workshop, then?

mm-29

I assume you know where it is?

anakin

Yes. Thank you. (To Obi-Wan) Come on. We have to find him. Maybe he knows where my mother is.

He grips Obi-Wan’s hand and runs out, leaving MM-29 alone, standing in silence.

mm-29

Glad I could help. Hhhmm. Nice young boy.

int. watto’s workshop – afternoon

A vast room filled with metal and machinery, repaired and disrepaired podracers, and slave droids operating on intricate circuits. 

We MOVE through the place and fall upon WATTO, the winged Toydarian who used to own Anakin. He is busily at work on a podracer. He barks orders to a slave droid. (His dialogue is all in subtitles…)

watto

Get me the shield wrench! Move! Move!

The slave droid rolls off. Watto returns to work.

voice

Watto?

watto

(Annoyed) What is it?

He looks up to see: ANAKIN SKYWALKER AND OBI-WAN KENOBI standing beside him. His eyes flutter as do his wings and he frowns.

watto

What is that boy doing in my workshop if he does not belong to me no longer? Huhn?

obi-wan

(Stepping forward) We’ve come to see his mother.

watto

Shmi?

Obi-Wan nods.

obi-wan

Yes. Where is she?

watto

(Reluctantly, then quickly) I sold her.

He returns to his podracer. Anakin’s face crumples in emotions, trying so badly to fight the tears. 

anakin

You did what?

watto

I have no need for her, so I sold her for two rusty podracers. It was a good deal.

obi-wan

(Calmly) Who replaced her?

watto

Droids, droids. Droids all around. I no longer have species as slaves. No use for them. They never do what you ask of them, and you have to feed them. So now I use slave droids. So easy to purchase, so easy to manipulate, and punish……

The slave droid returns with the shield wrench, hands it to Watto, who is still on the ground, underneath his podracer.

anakin

Where did you sell her? To who?

watto

Someone from the planet of Coruscant. Said they were running out of slaves. I like to help, so I say, why not? Of course, for a couple rusty podracers. I take those and combine them into this one. An extraordinary piece of machinery. 

anakin

How could you do that!?

Furious and upset, Anakin runs from the shop. Obi-Wan stays, walking closer to Watto.

obi-wan

Who took her, Watto?

watto

(Impatient) I tell you! Someone from Coruscant. Now go, you’re wasting my time.

Obi-Wan closes his eyes and suddenly Watto is picked up by an invisible force and thrown toward Obi-Wan, suspended in the air, unable to get down. He thrashes wildly, furiously.

watto

Hey! What are you doing!? Put me down!

obi-wan

Where did you sell Shmi Skywalker, Watto? To who?

watto

How many times I tell you! Coruscant! Someone from Coruscant!

obi-wan

You didn’t sell her, Watto. That was a lie. I know. Tell me the truth.

watto

Alright! Alright! I tell you! But put me down!

obi-wan

Not until you tell me exactly where she is, Watto.

The Toydarian’s wings flap furiously and frantically. He sees he has no other choice.

watto

Alright, I tell you the truth. A man called himself Sidious took her and leave me with nothing! Ok!

A look of pure mortification crosses Obi-Wan’s face. Sidious? Darth Sidious of the Sith?

obi-wan

How long ago was this?

watto

I don’t know—

obi-wan

Tell me!

watto

Alright! Three days ago. He come during one of the sandstorms. I had other things on my mind. He say he must have her for revenge of the Jedi, or something. He threaten me. I had no other choice except to die.

Obi-Wan drops him with the power of the Force, and immediately races out. Lying in a heap on the floor, Watto tenderly rubs his head, groaning.

watto

Jedi wannabe.

int. amidala’s quarters – naboo – night

The Queen stands, pacing back and forth. Behind her, out the window, we see the busy civilization she is so devoted to. Suddenly the door opens and Panaka marches in, followed by CHANCELLOR PALPATINE. He smiles at the Queen.

panaka

Your Highness, Chancellor Palpatine.

amidala

Thank you, Panaka. Leave us.

Panaka steps out. Amidala seats herself and so does the Chancellor.

palpatine

I hope our discussions today may end in good terms, your Highness.

amidala

Chancellor, you know how I feel about your proposal. The Federation cannot and will not ever be associated with me or my people. I forbid it. 

palpatine

I urge you to be more open to this, your Highness. Once you are allies, there are less risks involved.

amidala

As a matter of fact, Chancellor, if we become allies I fear the worst for my people and our safety.

palpatine

I’m sorry you feel that way. But as Chancellor I made this proposal and intend to follow through on it. If you feel the need to resist I cannot ensure your safety or that of your people.

She stares at him, shocked, as he stands and briskly and furiously leaves the room.

ext. mos espa marketplace – night fall

Obi-Wan and Anakin walk through the marketplace, Anakin not having a clue in the world as to what really happened to his mother. Sadly, Obi-Wan places a hand on his Padawan’s shoulder.

obi-wan

Come. It’s getting dark.

Anakin silently agrees and they walk to their ship.

ext. federation battleship – space

A lurking battleship under construction hangs alone in empty space. A threatening, cold piece of architecture. Uninviting and sharp. The Lord Sith Darth Sidious’ ship.

wumpa (v.o.)

Your senses tell you the Jedi are near, my Lord?

int. battleship – sidious quarters

We now see a hooded DARTH SIDIOUS seated at a long table, his back to a standing NEIMODIAN named Wumpa Dukakis, who stands in a hooded cloak, eyes fearful.

His dark figure illuminated by space, Darth Sidious presses the tips of his fingers against each other, deep in thought. Purses his lips.

sidious

This could well work to our advantage. If young Anakin is with him.

wumpa

What will we do with him, my Lord?

sidious

Once we are able to capture the Jedi apprentice, we will train him in the dark side. Nobody will stop us. It will be his destiny, as it will his children after him. Once in our grasp he will never again follow the Jedi.

He fiercely stares off. Suddenly the door opens and a dark figure walks in, moves over to Sidious and stands beside him. It’s Sidious’ new apprentice, DARTH XENOM. Fierce and threatening, strong and brave.

xenom

My Lord, Palpatine wishes to speak with you.

sidious

What is it?

xenom

It’s urgent, my Lord.

sidious

Very well then.

ext. republic cruiser – space

The Jedi ship shoots through space gracefully.

int. republic cruiser – crew lounge

A blue R2 droid wheels into the empty room, bleeping happily. It is R2D2 as we know and love him. The door opens and OBI-WAN steps through, followed by a tired Anakin who looks dreary-eyed.

obi-wan

Ready for a day’s training, my young Padawan?

anakin

Let’s eat first. 

obi-wan

Of course. You need strength to conquer the universe.

He smiles and they sit down, food on the table. They begin eating. Anakin looks distant. Obi-Wan senses this.

obi-wan

Your mind lingers on your mother.

anakin

Why did Watto sell her? She never did anything wrong.

obi-wan

Anakin, as horrible as it is, sometimes bad things happen to good people. It is the way of things. You must accept that.

anakin

I can’t.

obi-wan

You will. In time. Now eat up.

ext. coruscant – day

The bustling, multi-layered city/planet. We come across……

int. palpatine’s quarters – living area – day

Darth Sidious is seated as Xenom stands beside him. Behind them, out the window, the city is electric with activity.

Palpatine paces before both of them, his brow furrowed.

sidious

So the girl refuses our proposal?

palpatine

The Queen is a stubborn woman, unable to trust anyone.

sidious

She shall learn in time. Until then I see no other choice but to force her under our control, if that means overruling her, then it must be done.

palpatine

(Nodding) It will be carried out, my Lord.

sidious

And what of this boy? Do you know where he is?

palpatine

With his master, Obi-Wan Kenobi.

sidious

My senses tell me they will travel to Naboo to see the Queen. I want that boy taken and brought before me.

palpatine

What are you planning?

sidious

His fate is ruling the galaxy. With the power of the dark side. I will personally see his destiny fulfilled. Once in my clutches he will see his true destiny. It is inevitable.

palpatine

Yes, my Lord. And of Obi-Wan Kenobi?

Sidious stares ahead, flatly.

sidious

We will dispose of him. As we did Qui-Gon Jinn. Destroy all Jedi.

On Palpatine’s expression, we—

cut to:

ext. republic cruiser – space

It races past the camera.

int. republic cruiser – crew lounge

Obi-Wan and Anakin remain eating. R2D2 nearby. Obi-Wan looks up.

obi-wan

I think I should tell you, Anakin, we’re heading for the planet of Naboo.

Anakin looks up quickly, hopeful.

anakin

Naboo? To see Padme?

obi-wan

(Laughing) Well, the Queen, yes.

anakin

Why? What’s happening?

obi-wan

Nothing disastrous, I assure you. She has something that may help us. Now eat up. We must start training for the day.

Puzzled, Anakin finishes eating. He stands and looks expectantly at Obi-Wan, who finally stands and reveals his lightsaber. He ignites it. They stand facing each other, as if in a boxing match. Obi-Wan grips his ignited lightsaber, holding it in the air. Anakin stands watching.

obi-wan

Now it is very important, my young Padawan, to remember whenever you hold your personal lightsaber, you hold the Force and your life in the palm of your hand. That is why you must not use logic. That only interferes. Use your feelings. Trust your emotions, your senses. Your intuition.

Anakin nods, taking it all in.

obi-wan

Where is your lightsaber?

anakin

It still needs a bit of work. I left it in my sleeping quarters. 

obi-wan

Bring it here. We may make some use out of it as it is.

Anakin races off. R2D2 bleeps a cheerful note of encouragement. The door opens and Anakin races back, holding his almost-complete lightsaber.

anakin

Got it.

obi-wan

Alright. Now stand straight. (Anakin does) Close your eyes. (He does) Now, feel the power of the Force flow through your veins.

We are CLOSE on Anakin’s deep, concentrating face. DOWN NOW TO HIS HANDS that grip the metal of the lightsaber handle. He shakes, trembles. 

Suddenly the lightsaber is IGNITED and a BLUE glowing energy sword is revealed. Obi-Wan observes with amusement.

obi-wan

Looks good so far. Needs a little work, but it looks good.

anakin

(Opening his eyes) I did it! It’s the first time I did it!

obi-wan

(Nodding) The important thing, my Padawan, is to not let pride stand in your way. Arrogance leads to hate, and hate leads to suffering, which leads to the dark side of the Force.

anakin

I’m sorry.

obi-wan

Quite alright. Now, hold out your lightsaber……further.

The young boy does so, and Obi-Wan STRIKES it with his own energy sword, but gently. The boy looks up and smiles.

obi-wan

Do you feel the power between these two blades of energy?

anakin

I do.

obi-wan

They are yours and mine. Together as one. There are no other lightsabers like our own. That is what makes them all the more powerful. Remember that.

anakin

I will.

Obi-Wan shuts his lightsaber off, Anakin does the same. Obi-Wan sits down across the room, looks at a standing Anakin.

anakin

Is the training over?

obi-wan

No. We need to work on your concentration skills. Your telopathic potentials.

anakin

More things with my mind?

obi-wan

As a Jedi you will often find this tool useful. And a requirement sometimes, for your very survival. And for the survival of others.

He holds up a SPHERICAL BALL OF METAL, and stretches it out in front of him with his arm, closing his eyes. He feels the Force flow through him. It is almost visual inside of him as his palm OPENS and the ball FLOATS outward into the air in front of him. Anakin watches in awe and amazement as the ball settles in the air between them, rotating around and around, little red lights blinking. 

obi-wan

(Opening his eyes) I let the power of the Force come to me, with no resistance. You must never resist the power of the Force.

Anakin nods. He focuses on the ball suspended in front of him.

obi-wan

Now, this ball of metal represents the object you wish to move, to block your way or to move out of your way. Now, close your eyes and feel the Force. 

Anakin does so, and eventually tilts forward slowly, dreamily.

obi-wan

Good. Feel the Force. Let it come, don’t deny it.

Anakin rocks slowly back and forth.

obi-wan

Now, make the ball move with the power of your mind.

on the ball

as it floats in midair, noiselessly and gracefully. Abruptly it stops and DROPS to a lower level, flying low and in a constant circle. Obi-Wan smiles.

obi-wan

Good. Continue. Feel the Force. Allow it to come into your being.

Anakin presses his eyes closed, deeper and deeper, until the Force is flowing through him as it was moments before for Obi-Wan.

Obi-Wan Kenobi watches in approval as the ball flies through the air, around both of them, whipping around in wild circles. Obi-Wan cannot repress a loud LAUGH of amusement as it WHIPS faster and faster around the room, in broader movements.

anakin

(Eyes closed) I’m doing it! I’m doing it!

obi-wan

(Nodding) Don’t let the feeling slip away. Allow it to completely take over.

The ball glides faster and faster, Anakin concentrating deeper and deeper. R2D2 stands to the side, enjoying the moment. Suddenly he lets out a bleep of encouragement, which breaks Anakin’s concentration—

--sending the ball dead to the floor, clunking loudly and abruptly. Anakin opens his eyes, sees the ball lying on the floor, completely still, lifeless.

anakin

R2! Why’d you do that?!

obi-wan

Relax, my Padawan. You must not blame others for your loss of concentration. It depends completely on your mind and emotions. In time, you will learn to channel them correctly and have a more firm grasp of them.

Disappointed, Anakin sits down next to Obi-Wan.

obi-wan

You deserve a break. We’re almost to Naboo.

ext. republic cruiser – space

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Obi-Wan is standing next to the Pilot. 

obi-wan

How much longer?

pilot

Approximately one hour, sir.

obi-wan

Thank you. Contact the Queen’s men. Let them know of our arrival.

pilot

Yes sir.

ext. queen amidala’s theed palace – naboo – day

The striking building stands out against the lush vegetation and greenery that loiters the planet.

int. amidala’s theed palace – throne room – day

The Queen, her advisors, handmaidens and guards sit before a hologram of Chancellor Palpatine.

palpatine

I do wish for the sake of your people you would agree to this, your Highness. 

The Queen stares ahead, determined and unfazed.

amidala

I cannot agree to something that would jeopardize my people, Chancellor. 

palpatine

I have given you one last chance. I wish you would have used it. Now, I’m afraid I will have to use other means of persuasion.

With that he disappears, leaving an alarmed Queen Amidala at her throne.

sio bibble

Your Highness, I fear the worst. Chancellor Palpatine has become allies with not only the Federation but also the Lord of the Sith, Darth Sidious himself.

Amidala is shocked.

amidala

This cannot be true.

sio bibble

It is. And now he will oversee everything Chancellor Palpatine does, every course of action. He is most likely with Palpatine right now. They may even consider overruling you.

Amidala stands sharply, fiercely.

amidala

I will not allow it! Panaka?

The loyal guard steps to attention.

panaka

Your Highness.

amidala

Get my decoy. It is obvious now the necessity has once again risen.

panaka

Yes, your Highness.

On Amidala’s face, we—

cut to:

ext. republic cruiser – naboo

The ship now enters the atmosphere of Naboo.

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Now with the Pilot and Obi-Wan is Anakin, who looks out at the planet in excitement. 

anakin

I can’t wait to see Padme. It’s been so long.

obi-wan

Yes it has, my Padawan. Yes it has.

ext. queen amidala’s theed palace – day

The Republic Cruiser lands at the palace’s docking bay.

int. amidala’s theed palace – throne room – day

The Queen’s decoy sits at the throne, in her elaborate gowns. Beside her, standing, is Padme, in casual, modest clothing. 

The door opens and Panaka marches in quickly.

panaka

Your Highness. Visitors.

padme

Who is it?

panaka

Don’t worry. Not Palpatine. It is our friends. Obi-Wan Kenobi and Anakin Skywalker. They wish to see you.

Padme not only relaxes but smiles brightly.

padme

Bring them here.

ext. queen amidala’s theed palace – docking bay – day

Obi-Wan and Anakin step out of the Republic Cruiser, followed by R2D2. A GUARD approaches them, bearing a weapon as a silent warning.

guard

May I help you?

obi-wan

Yes, I think so. We’re here to see the Queen.

guard

What business do you have with her?

obi-wan

Fairly urgent and confidential.

guard

I’m sorry. But I cannot let you through.

Obi-Wan slowly does a Jedi hand trick, passing his open hand along the Guard’s face.

obi-wan

You may let us through. Our reasons are valid.

guard

(Unfazed) You’ll have to do better than that.

panaka (o.s.)

No, they won’t.

They all turn to see PANAKA approach. He smiles at the Guard.

panaka

It’s alright. They’re friends. (To Obi-Wan and Anakin) Right this way. The Queen is expecting you.

They follow him inside.

int. amidala’s theed palace – private quarters – dusk

Padme sits across from Obi-Wan, who is explaining their ordeal. She listens intently. Anakin is not present.

padme

And Anakin does not know about his mother’s kidnapping?

obi-wan

No. Not yet. He still believes she was merely sold, not held hostage.

padme

Hostage?

He looks across at her sadly, forlornly.

obi-wan

Don’t you see? Darth Sidious kidnapped Shmi as a way of bringing Anakin closer to him…….closer to the dark side.

padme

Are you sure?

obi-wan

Yes. My senses tell me. There is no other reason for it. 

padme

Have you thought about telling Anakin?

obi-wan

I know it is selfish to keep it from him. I will tell him. I just did not know how he would handle it.

padme

Anakin’s strong. If anyone knows that it’s you, Obi-Wan. And I’m willing to help in whatever ways are possible to get her back.

Obi-Wan looks up at her. Smiles.

obi-wan

You are a true leader. And friend. Anakin’s lucky to have such a friend.

padme

And a caring master.

They share smiles. Suddenly Padme looks distant, worried. Obi-Wan picks up on this.

obi-wan

Is something wrong?

padme

Nothing……the trite responsibilities of being Queen.

She puts on a weak, fake smile. He knows it’s not genuine.

ext. queen amidala’s theed palace – night

Anakin sits on a cliff dotted in grass, looking out over the breathtaking population of Naboo. The beautiful waters and trees, the come and go of starships. He is truly in awe.

Suddenly someone sits down beside him and he turns to see OBI-WAN, who gives him a smile.

obi-wan

Beautiful night.

anakin

Sure is.

There is a silence. Finally, Obi-Wan speaks.

obi-wan

Anakin, there is something I never told you that I realize now I should have. About your mother.

Anakin looks up. Fearful.

anakin

What is it? What’s happened to her?

obi-wan

Watto was lying when he said she was sold to a man on Coruscant. She wasn’t.

anakin

Well what happened to her?

obi-wan

She was……kidnapped by Darth Sidious and taken away.

Anakin’s breathing becomes quicker, more panic rising in his throat.

anakin

We have to get her back! Whatever it takes, now!

He stands, ready for battle.

anakin

I’ll kill Sidious myself!

obi-wan

Calm down, my Padawan. You’re allowing hate to take over. We will get your mother back, through as little violence as possible.

anakin

But we have to—

obi-wan

And we will. I assure you. But you need to learn to control your impulses. That is exactly what Darth Sidious wants in you.

anakin

What do you mean?

obi-wan

That is the purpose for his actions. He wants you to come looking for her. And in doing so he plans on capturing you and training you in the dark side.

anakin

I will not be trained in the dark side any more than I will let them kidnap my mother!

obi-wan

That is why you must not be exposed to him! We will retrieve your mother, but you must stay away from Darth Sidious.

anakin

I won’t just stand by.

obi-wan

Yes, you will.

anakin

You’ve trained me for eight years, Obi-Wan. Eight years. If ever a time to let me use the skills you’ve instilled in me, it is now. Before the Sith do any worse.

Obi-Wan stares at him, unable to think of what to say.

int. amidala’s theed palace – private quarters – night

Padme stands looking out the window, silent and surreal. 

padme

It’s been a while. I’ve missed you.

We PAN BACK to see that Anakin is seated at the table. He looks up at her with admiration and……affection.

anakin

I’ve thought a lot about you.

He stands and walks over to her. Smiles.

anakin

Since we last saw each other, I’ve been well trained in the ways of the Force. Obi-Wan has taught me well. How to use my talents.

Padme looks at him and smiles.

padme

Perhaps someday your skills will serve you well.

He nods.

padme

I’m sorry about your mother. I don’t know how anyone could do such a thing.

anakin

You don’t know the Sith.

padme

Oh, but I do. How soon you forget. I almost lost my people, my position as Queen. Everything that was anything to me was hanging in the balance. But I am ready to face those demons again, to get your mother back.

anakin

Obi-Wan senses they are close.

padme

Perhaps they are. Obi-Wan is extremely intuitive. He cares about you, as I do.

They lock eyes. For a tense moment it looks as if they are about to kiss. Then Anakin looks off, out the window.

anakin

It’s late. You must get some rest. (Moves to the door) I’m so happy to see you after all this time.

padme

(From the window) Your return has brought me much needed happiness.

He smiles and leaves. Padme, now alone, sighs and looks out the window at the twilight.

ext. federation battleship – space

int. battleship – sidious quarters

Darth Sidious and his apprentice, Darth Xenom, stand before Chancellor Palpatine.

palpatine

I gave the Queen one last chance, and she refused yet again.

sidious

We have been more than patient with the girl. It is obvious now that force will be necessary.

palpatine

What is your order?

sidious

(Hard) Bring her to me. She will not interfere with our plans. We must do everything in our power to overrule her permanently.

palpatine

(Bowing) Yes, my Lord. 

ext. jedi council spire – coruscant – day

The striking skyscraper looms over the remaining planet littered with building after building.

int. jedi council – day

All the members of the Jedi Council are assembled in the circle: Oppo Rancisis, Even Piell, Adi Gallia, Yaddle, Yarael Poof, Saesee Tiin, Ki-Adi-Mundi, Yoda, Eeth Koth, Mace Windu, Plo Koon, and Depa Billaba. Before them are holograms of Obi-Wan Kenobi and Queen Amidala.

obi-wan

My senses tell me that the Sith are near, searching for my apprentice—

amidala

And Chancellor Palpatine is with them.

Everyone freezes and looks at her.

yoda

Involved in this, you say Palpatine is?

amidala

He has threatened a friendship with the Federation, yes.

Obi-Wan stops and looks at her, shocked.

mace windu

Have you heard anything from Shmi? Have they allowed you to speak with her?

obi-wan

I’ve heard nothing from her, no.

yoda

Apparent, the Sith’s motive is. To get closer to young Skywalker, it is.

obi-wan

We need help in finding his mother.

mace windu

Your senses serve you well, Obi-Wan. They are, in fact, near. Too close.

obi-wan

Are they on Naboo?

mace windu

Ask yourself that question. I think you know the answer.

Obi-Wan shakes his head, puzzled.

ext. federation battleship – space

The looming battleship. We see the glowing planet of Naboo far off, getting closer.

int. amidala’s theed palace – private quarters – dusk

Padme and Obi-Wan sit talking intensely.

obi-wan

Why didn’t you let me know the minute we came? You could be in danger.

padme

I know. But I worry for Anakin the most. You must leave. He is what they really want. Not me.

obi-wan

But you said they’ll most likely capture you.

padme

They are planning to overrule me and get rid of me. For good.

obi-wan

We can stop them. We will.

padme

Chancellor Palpatine’s power has only risen. As his capabilities have.

obi-wan

But we have an advantage. A boy who was conceived through immaculate conception. From midi-chlorians! That is why this is all taking place. Anakin has the power to control the Force and the Galaxy. That’s why Palpatine and Sidious seek him out so. Without him, they are nothing. 

Padme sadly shakes her head.

padme

They are still powerful. And will not stop until they have him.

Obi-Wan reaches out and takes her hand. Looks into her eyes.

obi-wan

You care for Anakin, as I do. You say you are willing to help him get his mother back. As I am. Now is the time to show him we care. We must do this. We must leave now before they come closer to him. Retrieve an army and wipe them out.

Padme looks off, pale and scared.

padme

Why must my people be subjected to such malice and hate? We are a peaceful people, who want nothing but peace.

obi-wan

I think all good people want nothing but peace. It is those like the Sith and the Federation we must steer clear of.

She looks at him.

padme

If only it were that simple.

ext. federation battleship – space

int. battleship – sidious’ quarters

Darth Sidious sits, watching on a view screen their approach to Naboo. Palpatine enters the room.

palpatine

My Lord, we are nearing the planet of Naboo.

sidious

Bring me the Infiltrator. I shall go with you. And our army.

palpatine

As you wish.

He leaves.

ext. naboo – day

We now see a jet-black, rather compact SITH INFILTRATOR descend quickly toward civilization. Beside it, like a loyal companion, is an AAT, a Federation Battle Tank, consisting of battle and destroyer droids. Swiftly, together they descend.

ext. queen amidala’s theed palace – day

Obi-Wan Kenobi sits meditating on the grassy cliff. He is intensely involved in the exercise. Something breaks his strong concentration. A disturbance in the Force. He opens his eyes and looks up into the sky: He sees the approaching AAT, knowing what is to come. He quickly stands and races inside.

int. amidala’s theed palace – throne room – day

The Queen’s decoy sits at the throne before a hologram of Palpatine. She is surrounded by her handmaidens, looking haunted.

amidala

No matter what steps you administer, I will not agree to your proposals.

palpatine

I have not come to discuss that. I must warn you of the threat about to come your way. The Lord of the Sith and his army of battle droids are coming to take you away. It’s futile to try and escape. You will have no time. They are already in your planet’s atmosphere.

Amidala sits up quickly. Just then the door to the throne room opens and Obi-Wan races in, heaving for breath.

obi-wan

The Federation!

The hologram of Palpatine turns and sees Obi-Wan, and then disappears. Obi-Wan is in a panic. Suddenly the side door opens and Padme and Anakin race into the room, alarmed. 

padme

What did you say?

obi-wan

A Federation Battle Tank is headed this way. We have to get out of here.

anakin

My mother. They have my mother.

obi-wan

We don’t know that. Come, your Highness. You have to be protected.

Padme turns to her decoy. They share a knowing look.

ext. queen amidala’s theed palace – docking bay – day

The AAT and Sith Infiltrator land at the temple. The doors to the temple open and GUARDS rush out, their weapons at the ready.

The door to the AAT hisses open and out roll four destroyer droids, immediately activating their deflector shields and opening fire, blowing away three guards. Suddenly a dozen BATTLE DROIDS file out of the AAT and also open fire, marching to the entrance.

int. amidala’s theed palace – throne room – day

Padme, Anakin, and Obi-Wan are in a huddle.

padme

We’re trapped in here!

obi-wan

We can make it to the Republic Cruiser if we run.

padme

What about the droids?

obi-wan

They’re just droids.

int. amidala’s theed palace – hallway – day

A door is BLOWN off its hinges and a dozen battle droids appear, weapons at the ready. They march down the hallway.

int. amidala’s theed palace – throne room – day

They all look up as the door slides open and PANAKA flies in.

panaka

Droids are everywhere. There’s a Sith Infiltrator outside, as well as an AAT.

obi-wan

Just as I suspected: Sidious.

They hear gunfire in the hallway.

obi-wan

We have to get to the ship! Bring your decoy.

panaka

(In panic) It’s a death wish if you go out there!

obi-wan

It isn’t any safer to stay in here!

He ignites his lightsaber. So does Anakin.

obi-wan

Not this time, Anakin.

anakin

I can do it.

obi-wan

Just get them to safety. 

panaka

We have guards, fighting them off. All of you go for the ship. I’ll cover you. Sio Bibble is gathering more troops. Go!

They all look at each other. Then Obi-Wan, Padme, Panaka, Anakin, the decoy and her retinue all walk to the looming doors. Weapon ready, Panaka opens the door and they race out—

int. amidala’s theed palace – hallway – day

They are already greeted by smoke. An alarm goes off down the hallway, shrill. 

panaka

This way! Quick!

They turn a sharp corner. Dead ahead is the docking bay where the Republic Cruiser sits waiting—as well as a battle droid standing in front of the door, pacing back and forth. Hushing the group, Panaka marches over to the droid.

panaka

Excuse me. You have disobeyed your direct orders from Darth Sidious.

droid

Pardon me. Who are you?

panaka

A prominent figure in the Federation. Most disobedient droids never live too long in my presence.

droid

I do apologize. What was the order, sir?

panaka

Keep an eye on the starships. It is best for all of us if you step aside and let us through. Leave that way through that door and keeo an eye on the AAT, Now!

droid

Yes sir. Sorry, sir.

The battle droid exits quickly. Panaka looks over to an astonished group and waves them over. They race for the door.

ext. amidala’s theed palace – docking bay – day

The group races for the parked Republic Cruiser. They march inside, Panaka at the rear, making sure the path is empty.

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Panaka jumps behind the wheel, beside the other Pilot. The group squeezes in.

panaka

If we take off now, we won’t get caught in the crossfire.

obi-wan

Are we leaving anyone?

panaka

No. We must go.

amidala/decoy

What of my advisors? Sio Bibble?

panaka

They are the ones who urged me to get you off this planet. You’re not safe here.

anakin

Let’s go!

They put the ship into hyper drive—

int. amidala’s theed palace – hallway – day

More droids open fire at more guards. The Palace and Security guards lead the way, destroying many droids. A mini war is in progress.

int. sith infiltrator – sidious’ quarters

Darth Sidious, accompanied by Xenom and Palpatine, stares ahead at the wreckage on the view screen.

sidious

Why do I sense the Queen has made a successful getaway?

palpatine

Impossible. We have droids blocking every door. She’s a sitting duck. They all are.

sidious

Make sure of it, Chancellor. Anakin Skywalker is in there.

Palpatine turns to him, surprised. He can’t find the words……

ext. amidala’s theed palace—docking bay – day

The Republic Cruiser takes off, ascending the Naboo atmosphere.

int. amidala’s theed palace – hallway – day

We now see an army of battle droids, marching down the hallway, weapons at the ready. Sio Bibble and the rest of the advisory council are under hostage. They march toward the throne room. PAN BACK down the hallway to reveal more battle droids, weapons pointing at the Theed Palace guards. They have surrendered, due to lack of men. The droids have complete control now.

int. amidala’s theed palace – throne room – day

The advisory council is marched into the room. A battle droid levels its weapon at Sio Bibble. It is the commanding officer droid, 00-47.

00-47

Where is Queen Amidala?

sio bibble

(Playing dumb) She was right here a moment ago.

ext. naboo – day

The Republic Cruiser skyrockets into the atmosphere, out toward space……

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Panaka at the controls beside the Pilot. He turns to Obi-Wan, who sits nearby, nervous.

panaka

We should contact the advisory council. Security measures.

obi-wan

Are you positive that won’t jeopardize the Queen’s safety? The connection trace alone could……

panaka

The advisory council follows all safety procedures. We’re fine.

He reveals his comlink, as Padme walks into the room. Her face is furrowed in worry.

padme

How is everything?

panaka

I was just about to contact the advisory council. Tell them where we’re headed.

padme

Where are we headed?

obi-wan

The Jedi Council. On Coruscant.

She looks at him, about to object.

obi-wan

Trust me, your Highness, it’s the only genuine refuge we have. Our anonymity will be continued there. 

padme

But Coruscant? Palpatine is there.

panaka

Not at the moment. He’s on Naboo. He was with Sidious on the Infiltrator.

Padme looks at him quickly, shocked. Finally she looks away and sighs. Sees she has no other choice.

padme

Contact Sio Bibble. Tell him of our quest to Coruscant. But keep it brief; we don’t know who’s listening.

panaka

Yes, your Highness.

Panaka turns to his comlink and begins the transmission. Suddenly they see on the tiny viewscreen the Queen’s Throne Room on Naboo. They see the army of battle droids taking the advisory council hostage. Padme, who watches over their shoulders, gasps in fear.

padme

My advisors!

panaka

There is nothing we can do, your Highness.

He sadly ends the transmission. They stand in silence. Padme is more distressed than ever. Obi-Wan consoles her. 

obi-wan

We’re going to Coruscant. The Jedi Council will be able to help us. I promise you.

She looks at him, not convinced. 

int. amidala’s theed palace – hallway – naboo – day

More battle droids march down the hallway, and between them we see DARTH SIDIOUS, CHANCELLOR PALPATINE, and DARTH XENOM.

palpatine

Your senses were right, my Lord. But how could they have escaped? I have the Federation in almost a full-fledged blockade around the palace.

sidious

Never underestimate the power of the Jedi, Chancellor. Obi-Wan Kenobi helped her to escape. Now it is only a matter of seeking her out before she discovers her own allies.

palpatine

Has she a refuge?

sidious

The only place Obi-Wan would take an ally for assistance. Yours, our very own planet. Coruscant, Chancellor Palpatine. To the Jedi High Council.

palpatine

Then we shall return there immediately.

sidious

Think before you carry out your actions. The Jedi Council is strong. 

palpatine

Not as strong as us. We have the Federation, the Sith. If only the Queen would realize that.

sidious

In time she shall. In time.

They continue to walk down the long hallway, protected by the marching battle droids.

ext. jedi council spire – docking bay - coruscant – dusk

The magnificent spire stands out among the buzzing city. The Republic Cruiser lands at the docking bay.

The door to the Republic Cruiser opens and Obi-Wan steps out, followed by his apprentice and the Queen’s decoy, who is adorned in her elaborate robes. She is guarded by her handmaidens.

amidala

Are you sure the Jedi Council may have a solution to our ordeal?

obi-wan

They are the wisest in the Galaxy, in the ways of the Force. If anyone may help, it is them.

Amidala, not quite convinced, moves on beside them.

int. jedi council – dusk

Before the assembled mass stand Obi-Wan Kenobi, Anakin, and Queen Amidala. Yoda and Mace Windu pay special, close attention as they explain in detail their problems.

obi-wan

I fear for Shmi Skywalker, as I fear for my Padawan.

yoda

Interrupted, his training has been by this. A strain no Jedi apprentice should endure. But sense much resistance and strength in the training, do I. Able to fight back, are you, when needed.

mace windu

And the Sith have taken over the Theed Palace on Naboo?

amidala

(Sombre) Yes.

mace windu

What forces have they used? An ambush? A blockade?

amidala

They have taken my advisory council hostage. We were able to escape just in time.

yoda

With Sidious, will they be able to detect your every move. Safe, nowhere is. That is why you must stay here on Coruscant. Here at the Jedi Council. Until this matter is sorted.

anakin

But what about my mother!?

yoda

Patience, young Jedi. The Sith will not destroy what they have used for bait until their hooks are on their prey – you.

obi-wan

They will never have Anakin. I will not allow it.

mace windu

He is something you may have to fight for, Obi-Wan. 

Obi-Wan looks at Mace Windu and nods, accepting the responsibility.

obi-wan

I am a Jedi. I will fight for what I believe in.

They stand in silence. Yoda and Mace Windu exchange looks of knowledge.

int. jedi council – yoda’s quarters – night

Yoda, Mace Windu, and Obi-Wan Kenobi are gathered quietly, having a hushed conversation. A small fire is burning nearby in a cavernous fireplace. It lends a feel of tranquility to the surroundings, when the conversation is so urgent.

yoda

I sense Qui-Gon’s spirit in you. 

obi-wan

(Looking up) How?

yoda

Your determination. Your strength. Afraid, you are not, to do what you think is best. Peace, my young Jedi. Peace is what you strive for. Is what we all strive for. It is the way of the Force.

obi-wan

Do you miss Qui-Gon?

yoda

(Sadly) Very much so. However, I know all Jedi live on in mind, spirit, and essence. They guide us, spiritual leaders, they are.

obi-wan

I would like to be for Anakin.

A thick silence drops into the air. Mace Windu sits nearby, looks into Obi-Wan’s face. He leans forward.

mace windu

Something troubles you. About Anakin.

Slowly Obi-Wan looks up. Reluctantly he nods.

yoda

The training, is it?

obi-wan

No. It’s his talent. He is younger than I, yet he understands so much. He……comprehends things on a level of thinking that even I cannot relate to.

yoda

(Nodding) Very strong in the Force, is he. And mindful. Dangerous, his talent is. 

obi-wan

Dangerous?

yoda

So quickly and effortlessly can the skills in the Force be turned to that of the dark side. That is why the training must be intense, contain continuity and knowledge.

mace windu

If Qui-Gon’s assumptions were correct, he is also the Chosen One to bring balance to the Force……(To Obi-Wan) Do you feel that way?

obi-wan

I don’t know. I’m afraid. For such a young boy he holds fate in his hand, and he does not realize it.

yoda

Give him time. The boy will learn.

Silence again falls. In the background the soft fire crackles in a comforting sound. Finally, Yoda looks out the window, takes in a long breath and looks at Obi-Wan.

yoda

An apprentice to Sidious, I feel yet another. His presence is thick and aggressive. More so than even Darth Maul.

obi-wan

(Looking up) Sidious has trained another?

yoda

One even wiser and stronger in the ways of the dark side.

mace windu

Darth Xenom Gladimir. A descendent of Darth Bane, the gatherer of the Sith over two millenia ago. He is fierce, strong and hot headed. Arrogant.

yoda

Come with Sidious, he will most likely. Feel Anakin is well prepared, do you?

obi-wan

He is almost finished with his lightsaber, and his telepathic potentials are developed well.

yoda

Pleased, am I, to hear this. Reluctant, however, to have him battle Darth Xenom.

Mace Windu shakes his head in disagreement.

mace windu

If you want this boy to truly grow in his confidence of his skills, you must allow him to fight beside you. Now more than ever before. He will be battling for his mother, a person he loves.

yoda

Remember the saying, “If a man has not found something he would die for, he is not fit to live.”

Torn, Obi-Wan bites his lip and looks off. In the cavernous fireplace, the fire reaches a roaring crescendo.

ext. trade federation freighter – space

The looming starship in orbit among the vast sea of stars. A cold piece of machinery, like all Federation starships.

int. trade federation freighter – hallway – space

Two Neimodians, DAULTAY DOFINE and MUTT DADONE, walk alongside a mechno-chair, a spindly, limbre mechanism that displays a hologram of Darth Sidious on its hologram projector plate. Sidious stands firm, determined.

dofine

You have taken the steps in capturing the Queen, then?

sidious

Leave that business to me. Your duties are with the Federation.

dadone

We understand, my Lord. However……we feel we must inquire about your decision in attacking the Jedi High Council. 

dofine

The Jedi are powerful, my Lord. As a collective, almost invincible! We wouldn’t stand a chance.

sidious

How soon you forget we have the dark side to our advantage. The Jedi are controlled by thought and consideration. Mindful things that only slow down, and do not bring steadfast rise to power.

dofine

And your army is stationary?

sidious

For the time being……

dofine

We have prepared more droids if the need arises.

sidious

It shall not. We will invade the Jedi Council, take the Queen and the boy, and destroy whatever is left.

As they continue to walk, we—

cut to:

int. jedi council – private quarters – day

Anakin sits with Padme. They seem distressed.

padme

I wish I knew what the Jedi were planning. Sabe hasn’t been able to contact me. They’ve been in a meeting all day.

anakin

The Jedi know about your precautions. Your secret is safe with them.

padme

I know……But I cannot go out there, in case something suddenly happens.

anakin

I’ll talk to Obi-Wan. See what’s happening.

A pale look falls over Padme.

padme

I’m worried, Anakin. Somehow I get the feeling that the Federation will take whatever steps necessary to rule me out as Queen.

anakin

They can’t just rule you out of your position like that.

padme

The thing is……on Naboo, we elect leaders not based on inheritance. It is based on a majority of votes. There have been younger leaders than me before. And the Queen can step down at any time……or overruled. It was easy for Palpatine to become Chancellor of the Galactic Senate. What obstacles does he have to face to vote for a new Queen?

Anakin looks at her.

anakin

You’re not thinking of stepping down, are you?

padme

If it will stop the Federation from attacking my people and me, it may be necessary. Though it’s not what I choose to do. 

She reaches out and takes his hand, looks deep into his eyes.

padme

I love you, Anakin. Since I first met you, I have been so……impressed with your integrity, and your peace of mind. You are the kind of person I as a leader try to be like.

anakin

You are. That’s why your people elected you. Because you’re compassionate and understanding. You need to overcome this ordeal and prove to yourself and to your people that you are the strong leader of Naboo they elected. What would it be proving if you stepped down? 

She sighs.

anakin

You need to fight this. We need to fight this.

She looks deeply into his eyes. It is obvious the strong love she has for him. She squeezes his hand.

padme

You’re right, Annie.

He smiles at the fond memory of his nickname as a child on Tatooine. Together they sit in silence.

int. jedi council – day

The entire council is assembled. Yoda and Mace Windu are at their places at the head of the circle. Obi-Wan is seated with them. We also see Queen Amidala’s decoy, surrounded by her handmaidens. Panaka also stands beside her, gun at the ready, in his upright, military position.

yoda

Security is a luxury that at one point all must fight for. Shmi Skywalker has been kidnapped but not destroyed. Get her back, we must. And will……But without battle, it cannot be.

A murmur passes over the council. A member, Ki-Adi-Mundi, speaks up.

mundi

Do we plan on carrying out an invasion on the Federation ourselves?

mace windu

As Jedi violence is our last resort. We will start by trusting in negotiations.

Another member, Adi Gallia, lifts an eyebrow.

gallia

Will negotiations strike a chord in the Federation?

mace windu

Most likely, no. However we must treat the Federation like any other. Speak in peace, act in peace, and if those actions are for naught, then we must advance to our next plan of action.

gallia

Which is……?

mace windu

We are a peaceful people. But when threatened, we will defend ourselves.

He stares ahead fiercely……

ext. coruscant sky – day

Out of the white, tranquil clouds descend hundreds of SITH PROBE DROIDS, gliding gracefully together in a school of blackness. 

We follow them as they descend upon the city of Coruscant in a cluster of madness. 

int. sith infiltrator – sidious’ quarters

Darth Sidious sits alone, watching through the viewscreen the Sith Probe Droids’ descent. A malevolent grin creeps its way across his face.

ext. jedi council spire – day

The dozens of Sith Probe Droids descend onto the Jedi Spire, red lights blinking, buzzing loudly.

int. sith infiltrator – sidious’ quarters

Now Palpatine stands beside Sidious, as does Darth Xenom. They all watch the progress on the viewscreen.

palpatine

(Grinning) I see the thermal imager has picked up exactly what we were looking for.

sidious

Where is the Republic Cruiser?

ON THE VIEWSCREEN the Probe Droids’ primary photoreceptor suddenly picks up a shot of the red, parked Republic Cruiser on the docking bay. Palpatine smiles in victory.

palpatine

There they are. Part of me almost feels sympathetic toward them. Sitting ducks.

He smiles in spite and leaves the room.

int. jedi council – day

Suddenly Yoda sits forward quickly, gasping.

yoda

A mighty disturbance in the Force, I feel.

mace windu

I feel the same. 

They exchange looks.

mace windu

The Sith?

Breathless, Yoda looks at him.

yoda

The Sith have come.

Alarmed, Queen Amidala and Obi-Wan exchange urgent looks. 

int. jedi council – private quarters – day

Just as Padme and Anakin lean forward to lock lips, something catches their attention and they look out the window close by, up at the striking Coruscant sky.

FROM THEIR POV—we see the black mass of Sith Probe Droids, followed by a Droid Starfighter and a jet-black Sith Infiltrator.

Frantic, Padme turns to an equally frantic Anakin.

padme/anakin

The Federation!

They stand and race from the room –

int. jedi council – day

Mace Windu and the rest of the Jedi Council stand in alarm. Mace Windu suddenly reveals his own LIGHTSABER: a glowing, mysterious yellow energy blade. Obi-Wan looks on in admiration. Mace Windu, on the other hand, is still frantic and focused.

mace windu

They’ll bombard their way through soon enough. 

obi-wan

We can stop them!

mace windu

Don’t be so quick on your actions! Think. It is safer and more to our advantage if we stay here.

obi-wan

(Looking around) Where’s Anakin?

int. jedi council – spiral staircase – day

Anakin and Padme race up the staircase, hand in hand, breathless and frantic.

padme

What can we do!?

anakin

We have to get to the Jedi. That’s the only place we’re safe from the Sith!

ext. jedi council spire – docking bay – day

The Droid Starfighter and Sith Infiltrator have landed. A hatch on the Droid Starfighter hisses open and dozens upon dozens of battle droids file out, guns ready. 

They are immediately greeted by Jedi Council guards, who BLAST away four or five unexpectant droids. The rest of the droids march forward, opening fire and hitting their target. More battle droids continue to file out.

guard

Warn the Jedi!

int. sith infiltrator – private sector

Chancellor Palpatine stands watching the unfolding chaos on a viewscreen. Also before him is a hologram of Galactic Senate member, SEI TARIA, an oriental administrative aide to the Chancellor. Her expression shows her protest to Palpatine’s actions, yet also portrays her helplessness.

taria

Are you absolutely sure these steps are necessary?

palpatine

It is not your duty to dispose the third degree to the Chancellor of the Galactic Senate. I am well aware of my decisions.

taria

But Chancellor, look what you are about to do. Attacking the Jedi Council will put us at odds with the entire galaxy. You do not want that.

palpatine

(Disgusted) Do not tell me what I do and do not want. Be gone.

Helpless all the more, Sei Taria’s hologram disappears. Palpatine returns his gaze to the chaos outside—

ext. jedi council spire – day

More gunfire, more droids, more guards. The battle droids mercilessly continue to open fire as they march toward the Jedi Council entrance—

int. jedi council – day

The assembled Jedi on their feet, Yoda and Mace Windu at the center. Obi-Wan stands beside them, a nervous wreck.

obi-wan

We must do something. They’ll destroy everything!

mace windu

And we will. But they need to make the first move.

Suddenly the door opens and ANAKIN and PADME race in, sweating and panting for breath. Obi-Wan races over to Anakin and grabs him.

obi-wan

Where have you been?

anakin

Downstairs with Padme—

obi-wan

Stand back.

He shoves Anakin out of the way. Anakin sees Mace Windu’s lightsaber at the ready, as well as Obi-Wan’s. He reaches for his and ignites it. Obi-Wan shakes his head.

obi-wan

Not this time, my Padwan.

anakin

But I can do it!

obi-wan

No! This is different! It’s the Sith. You’re not ready to battle them.

anakin

Master, you’ve trained me well. I feel I have the skills. I need to do this. 

Reluctantly, Obi-Wan looks back to Mace Windu, who nods.

mace windu

The boy must prove to himself, if anyone, of his talent.

Before Obi-Wan can say anything, Anakin ignites the lightsaber again and stares at the door, prepared.

yoda

All Jedi assembled. Gather our minds and souls into a collective. Defend and protect. Gather our forces, we must.

Every Jedi member in the room gatheres their mind skills, closing their eyes. A mystical, radiant LIGHT appears around the room: All the Jedi strength combined. It almost seems like a Jedi energy shield.

yoda

Now the Sith have no hope.

Mace Windu turns to Padme.

mace windu

See that side door?

Padme turns and sees a large, compact door to the side of the Jedi Council.

mace windu

That door will take you to the central hangar. Follow that to your right and you will be at the docking bay. Your ship. When the Sith come, all of you leave that way.

Padme looks at him, nods.

padme

Thank you.

Mace Windu turns aside to the Queen’s decoy and the handmaidends.

mace windu

You must all leave now! We can’t risk—

That’s when the main door is BLOWN OPEN and the Jedi Council is greeted with SMOKE and GUNFIRE. Once the smoke dies down, we see an army of battle droids, weapons ready. They march into the room. A command officer droid, 00-89, at the lead.

00-89

We’ve come for Queen Amidala. And Jedi Skywalker.

mace windu

Your sojourn has been in vain. You cannot have them.

00-89 steps forward, ready to fire. We see the entire Jedi Council close their eyes once more, and suddenly the battle droids are THROWN BACKWARDS with the power of the Force! They hit the walls of the Council room, and double over, broken and dead. Suddenly more droids march in, and as soon as they set their mechanical feet onto the marble granite floor, are also THROWN BACKWARDS with the invisible power. Dead, limp.

int. sith infiltrator – sidious’ quarters

Darth Sidious is watching the attack on the viewscreen. Hears Palpatine over the transmitter.

palpatine (v.o.)

They’ve all been destroyed, my Lord! The Jedi are invincible!

Angry and hard, Sidious stares forward. His eyes are driven and wild:

sidious

Send in the Droidekas.

int. jedi council – hallway – day

Silence. Suddenly FOUR DESTROYER DROIDS wheel in swiftly, spinning down the hallway at an alarming speed, PAST the camera, toward the council room.

int. jedi council – day

Still gathered in a mighty circle, the Jedi Council and Padme, Obi-Wan, Anakin, the Queen’s Decoy and her retinue, and Panaka look up in shock as the fierce destroyer droids wheel in, unfolding and ready to open destructive fire. They immediately create a deflector shield, which is wipes out and they are swiftly TOSSED BACKWARDS and crunched to the ground, now only piles of metal. Nearby, Anakin cheers in victory.

anakin

Yes!

He is silenced as the smoke and dust clear and CHANCELLOR PALPATINE steps inside. He glares at the members of the Jedi Council, sees Anakin and Queen Amidala, who stare at him, aghast.

palpatine

You’re too powerful to be beaten by droids. However, a Sith apprentice may prove you weak after all.

He steps back as DARTH XENOM steps into the room, bearing a lightsaber. It consists of not only two blades, but eight different energy blades, protruding from the top, bottom, sides and middle. Almost like a clock-looking weapon.

Obi-Wan and the entire assembly in the room look on in shock. Xenom moves in further and wields the weapon, ready for battle.

Obi-Wan ignites his lightsaber, as does Mace Windu. Beside them, Anakin does so as well. Darth Xenom races to the center of the room, ready to fight, eager to fight, spinning his multiple-bladed lightsaber. It CLASHES loudly against the blades of Obi-Wan, Mace Windu, and the young Jedi Anakin Skywalker.

padme

(Desperate) Anakin! No!

anakin

(As he fights) Padme! Take the Queen! Get out!

Darth Xenom suddenly LEAPS into the air, doing a triple sommersalt, landing to the side on his feet, like a wild animal. He delivers a powerful BLOW to Mace Windu’s lightsaber. Weakening, Mace Windu drops to the floor. Darth Xenom scenses his weakness and takes advantage, throwing him across the room with his mind. Mace Windu hits the far wall as Padme screams out, falls to the floor. Depa Billaba races over to Mace Windu, tending to him.

The battle continues with Obi-Wan, Xenom, and Anakin. Anakin is shocking in his skills, striking fearlessly against Xenom’s lethal weapon. Padme watches, amazed. Finally she walks over to Depa Billaba and Mace Windu, kneeling down.

padme

Is there anything we can do?

billaba

(Desperate) He’s weak. This must stop!

Padme sadly looks up at her decoy, who thinks, then turns to Palpatine and walks over beside him, facing him.

amidala

Chancellor, you shall receive what you journeyed here to get. This feud must end now. You may take me aboard the Sith Infiltrator.

palpatine

What of the boy? We came to collect him as well.

Amidala looks across the room at the battle continuing, then looks down at Mace Windu, who hears the conversation. Weakly, he stands, looks at Palpatine.

mace windu

You cannot have the boy.

Palpatine turns and stares daggers at him. 

Mace Windu bravely gathers himself and ignites his lightsaber yet again, and, taken with a notion, races at Xenom with a ferociousness only determination and bravery could muster. He STRIKES at Xenom’s lightsaber, distracting him from Obi-Wan and Anakin. Obi-Wan quickly turns to a panting Anakin.

obi-wan

You did well, my Padwan. 

anakin

(Smiling) Thanks.

mace windu

(As he fights Darth Xenom) You must leave! Quick!

Obi-Wan grabs Anakin. They race for the door — when Xenom turns and STRIKES out at Anakin, missing. 

yoda

Quick!

Suddenly we see a magnificent sight: The assembled Jedi Council gather their ultimate strength and create a FORCEFIELD between Xenom, Obi-Wan and Anakin. It is actually visible, pulsing and rolling like an ocean wave. Xenom fiercely strikes his lightsaber through it, to no avail. Angry, he grinds his teeth. Yoda quickly turns to Obi-Wan.

yoda

To the Mom Calamari, you must go. Seek out Admiral Dunbar and Mon Avery. A sufficient army, have they, to aid in your attack on the Federation. Shmi, you must rescue, and take the boy far away from this. Exposed too much already, he has been, to the dark side. Go!

obi-wan

Thank you, Master Yoda.

They all race for the door. Padme and her decoy, along with her retinue, all escape behind them, Panaka close behind, closing the door. Yoda watches them leave, sighing.

yoda

May the Force be with you……

Sadly, he looks down.

The battle between Mace Windu and Darth Xenom continues, Mace Windu seeming all the more strong and powerful than before. At the side, Chancellor Palpatine watches, angry and frustrated. This is not what they came to receive. He storms out of the room.

int. amidala’s theed palace – hallway – day

He marches down the hallway briskly, his robes billowing out behind him. Charged by anger, surged with evil.

int. sith infiltrator – sidious’ quarters

Darth Sidious sits anxious, fierce, as the doors open and a steaming Palpatine storms in, protected at either side by two battle droids. Sidious looks up.

palpatine

The Queen and Obi-Wan have escaped yet again!

sidious

And the boy?

palpatine

With them as well, my Lord.

The Sith Lord looks away, fumed. 

sidious

This is outlandish. We have chased that wretched boy all over the galaxy and are battling an opposing force. 

palpatine

What do you suggest we do, my Lord?

sidious

Enough of this foolishness. We shall return to the Federation Battle station. There is much to be done there. We will obtain Shmi and will keep hunting for that Jedi-in-training. Be assured.

Palpatine nods.

palpatine

And what of our army?

They glance at the viewscreen, and see the entrance to the Jedi Council, surrounded by battle droids of every kind. Half of them dead and crunched.

sidious

Dead weight.

palpatine

What?

sidious

They were given to us by the Neimodians. They are of no use to us. Dispose of them.

palpatine

But my Lord, they’re our army--!

sidious

Plenty more back at the Battleship. Dispose of them now! We must leave.

palpatine

(Reluctant) Yes, my Lord.

int. jedi council – day

Xenom still battles Mace Windu, moving for the door slowly, keeping his eyes trained on Windu. Finally he performs a few back flips, disappearing out the door. 

A long silence abounds the room. Finally Yoda walks up to Mace Windu. Offers a look of admiration.

yoda

We must all leave.

mace windu

Yes. My senses tell me---

yoda

Yes. Leave, we must. Now.

They are all standing. Abruptly they move to the huge circle in the middle of the Council room. Suddenly it shifts quietly and quickly, and the entire assembly is lowered down on the mechanical platform.

ext. jedi council – private hangar bay – day

A private, secret hangar bay for emergency escapes. A huge door OPENS and the entire Jedi High Council step out, moving quickly for a looming STARSHIP. One by one they step in, Yoda and Mace Windu the last onboard.

yoda

The Force is with us, always.

As they race on, the door is closed behind them. The ship is put into hyper drive.

int. jedi starship – cockpit

Mace Windu moves to the controls, another Pilot with him.

mace windu

Let’s get this ship off the ground.

The Pilot nods.

ext. jedi council – private hangar bay – day

The starship takes off into the air quickly……

ext. jedi council – docking bay – day

Xenom races out the entrance, past the droids. He races to the Sith Infiltrator. It instantly opens and allows him inside, then lifts off the platform…..

On the ground, the battle droids look up, then to each other, puzzled.

BAM! The entire spire ignites in explossions and smoke, a sonic boom abounding the air.

THE JEDI STARSHIP takes off as behind it, FLAMES seem to reach out for them. They continue higher into the air……

THE SITH INFILTRATOR also ascends the sky, approaching the planet’s atmosphere, toward space, leaving behind the wreckage.

THE REPUBLIC CRUISER is in space now, ZIPS by camera.

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Panaka and the other Pilot at the controls. Obi-Wan enters, followed by Anakin.

obi-wan

The Mom Calamari planet should be in this galaxy. 

pilot

I’ve located its orbit. It should be soon.

obi-wan

(Placing a hand on his shoulder) Thank you.

The Pilot smiles and nods. Obi-Wan sits down next to Anakin, who is curious.

anakin

Why are we headed to the Mom Calamari? What can they do?

obi-wan

For centuries the Jedi have been close allies with the Mon Calamari. They are known for their successful and well-trained army. They’ll be able to help us in our attack on the Federation Battleship.

Anakin slowly nods, uncertain. Looks out the window.

anakin

My mother’s out there somewhere. 

Obi-Wan nods, following his gaze out the window……

obi-wan

Yes she is. Somewhere. I’m certain of it.

Together as Master and apprentice, they sit in silence.

ext. federation battleship – space

int. federation battleship – sidious’ quarters

Chancellor Palpatine paces. As he walks around we notice Sidious seated before him, enveloped and hidden in his dark robes.

palpatine

We cannot afford to sit and wait. I must return to the Senate.

sidious

It is for the best. Our combined presence will be the perfect recipe to destroy Obi-Wan when he arrives.

palpatine

With all due respect, my Lord, I do not believe the Jedi will seek us out.

sidious

They seek Shmi, most of all. Determination is the key characteristic to all Jedi. Master of apprentice. Obi-Wan is no exception. They will come, and when they do, we’ll be prepared.

Suddenly Palpatine moves aside and we see SHMI SKYWALKER for the first time, bound and gagged to a bed in a dark corner of the room. Her eyes wide, petrified. She squirms and struggles.

ext. republic cruiser – space

int. republic cruiser – crew lounge

The door hisses open and Obi-Wan walks in. We see Anakin, Padme, the Queen’s decoy, her handmaidends, and R2D2 all assembled. Padme looks up at Obi-Wan.

padme

Are you certain our venture to Mon Calamari is sincere and worthwhile?

obi-wan

They will help us in defeating Chancellor Palpatine and the Sith with their army, saving your position as Queen. So yes, it is sincere and worthwhile, I promise you.

He sits down across the room. Padme watches him, narrows her eyes.

padme

More violence?

obi-wan

We are not dealing with peaceful people here, your Highness. Violence is the only plausible step.

Padme seems uncertain. Anakin moves to her and embraces her. A sweet moment. He looks into her eyes. 

anakin

It’s the wisest step. We’ll be there the whole time. You’re not alone.

Padme embraces him back. Obi-Wan watches in admiration. Padme pulls back, smiles at Anakin.

padme

I love you, Annie.

anakin

I love you, too.

They all watch. R2D2 bleeps a cooing noise. They all laugh.

ext. republic cruiser – space

The ship approaches the looming, aqua planet of the Mon Calamari.

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Panaka and the Pilot at the controls. Obi-Wan and Anakin look out at the approaching atmosphere.

anakin

(In wonder) What a blue planet.

obi-wan

Yes. The Mom Calamari live much of their lives submerged in water. They have webbed feet and hands. Very interesting species, very patriotic and loyal to all allies.

ext. mon calamari – night

The Republic Cruiser is a dot of light in the otherwise cloudy night sky. It descends swiftly over miles of endless streams and oceans of water.

int. republic cruiser – cockpit

Obi-Wan and Anakin continue to look out.

obi-wan

The sky is constantly filled with clouds, due to all the heavy moisture and evaporation. It rains eighteen hours a day, every day.

anakin

Wow.

ext. mon calamari – night

We follow the Republic Cruiser as it descends over the approaching city. The planet is amazing, the buildings domed-shaped and clear or white colors. The population seems like a fish bowl; everyone seems to be submerged in a lake or ocean. Starships come and go. The night is peaceful and surreal.

They land at the docking bay of a spherical temple made of glass—-Admiral Dunbar’s temple. It is surrounded by water.

int. admiral dunbar’s calamari temple – conference room – night

Admiral Dunbar is gathered before a large table, filled with delegates and senators. They are all fish-looking creatures with webbed feet and hands. Their huge heads and beady eyes are alarming, but friendly. They are a kind people. 

Beside Admiral Dunbar are Mon Avery and Mon Aaron, who stand tall and proud beside Dunbar, who is submerged in a solitary tub of water, which enables him to better function in meetings. 

dunbar

There has been a recent attack on the Jedi High Council on the planet of Coruscant.

A shocked collective of whispers rise. He hushes them.

dunbar

The Jedi are our allies and have come to ask for our assistance in placing the Trade Federation and the Sith Battleship under siege to save the young Jedi, Anakin Skywalker’s, mother. The Jedi are patriotic and universally respected. We must answer to their plea.

avery

But wouldn’t battle against the Federation be suicide? On both our parts?

dunbar

Fear has never stopped us before. It must not now. These are our allies. If we do not help them, the Federation may well wipe them out.

senator

But they have the Jedi High Council, on Coruscant.

dunbar

(Sadly) That has been destroyed by the Sith.

An outbreak of cries and gasps cause the room to almost tremble. Mon Aaron stands.

aaron

This is outrageous! We cannot allow the Sith to destroy any more than they have! 

dunbar

We must prepare our army! They are well trained, well equipped, and will most assuredly bring revenge to the Sith and the Federation. 

The group whispers to each other in excitement and worry.

The door opens and a GUARD steps in.

guard

Admiral?

Dunbar looks up.

guard

The Jedi are here. With Queen Amidala of the Naboo.

dunbar

Allow them in.

The Guard bows and steps out. 

dunbar

We must not fail. This is perhaps the darkest hour---for the whole galaxy.

int. dunbar’s quarters – night

Now Admiral Dunbar is soaking in a steamed hot tub, watching Obi-Wan as he paces before him. To the side of the wide, domed room stand Anakin and Queen Amidala’s decoy, in her elaborate robes.

The room is a stunning display of glass, plants and water, stretching across the open plains that are visible outside. In the sky, the moons provide a dark light, which illuminate the waves in the rivers surrounding.

Obi-Wan explains his ordeal in mild panic.

obi-wan

Fortunately we have managed to obtain a blueprint of the Federation battleship that is under construction. With that we may be able to plan our ambush in detail.

dunbar

What makes you think the Federation isn’t expecting you?

obi-wan

That’s impossible.

dunbar

Is it?

Obi-Wan stops and thinks, looks at Dunbar. 

dunbar

You know they have Shmi Skywalker for a reason. They know you will come for her.

obi-wan

If we approach the Federation battleship in our ship, they’ll take that opportunity to strike us down immediately.

dunbar

But if we use our ships, they won’t suspect an attack of any kind.

obi-wan

Than that is what we must do.

Queen Amidala and Anakin exchange looks.

dunbar

You know what you’re up against with this, correct?

obi-wan

Yes. But I’m ready to face what I must.

dunbar

You have determination. An honorable quality. But I have concerns.

obi-wan

Which are?

dunbar

My men. As you know I have a huge army that is well equipped and well trained. But they have never gone up against a force such as the Sith. They aren’t trained in dealing with the ultimate evil of the Galaxy. 

obi-wan

I understand. That is why I hate asking you to do this.

dunbar

But I understand why we must. Allies assist allies. In times of need. And this is a time of great need. For the entire Galaxy. The Federation is growing stronger and with that we will……eventually grow weaker. Which is why we must strike them down as early as possible, before they strike us down.

Obi-Wan nods. Dunbar, in his hot tub, stares ahead.

dunbar

We must begin discussing our attack. And mobilize the army as soon as possible.

dissolve to:

int. dunbar’s temple – conference room – day

All assembled, Dunbar and Obi-Wan at the center of the room, a blue print of the Federation Battleship on a stand. They use it as a reference point.

dunbar

Once we have landed on the Federation Battleship, our troops will stay behind until ordered to attack by me and Mon Avery. Obi-Wan Kenobi and Queen Amidala will advance into the ship, requesting to see Darth Sidious.

IN THE CROWD, Anakin and Padme listen. Finally, Anakin steps up.

anakin

Won’t I be going in, too?

obi-wan

(Sharply; sternly) No, Anakin. It is too dangerous. We can’t risk it.

They move on, and in the crowd, Anakin looks down, frustrated and ashamed. Padme tries to console him.

padme

You will be able to help......and get your mother back Anny. I promise.

He smiles weakly. Tries to be as enthusiastic.

Meanwhile, in the center of the room:

dunbar

Once your identity and presence are known throughout the Battleship, the Federation will take you under their control. That is when I give the signal to attack! Obi-Wan must be able to duel any Sith or other Federation army that will arise. 

obi-wan

(Hard; determined) I will.

dunbar

They’ll have droids, most likely. Many droids. The security system on a developing battleship is top notch, the best in the galaxy. This will not be a simple task. 

obi-wan

We never expected it to be. But we must do this.

dunbar

Then we must prepare to leave immediately.

dissolve to:

int. dunbar’s temple – docking bay – day

The huge Calamari Starship looms in its still position in the docking bay as Dunbar and his troops approach it. Also behind him are QUEEN AMIDALA, ANAKIN, PADME, R2D2, PANAKA, THE QUEEN’S THREE PROTECTIVE HANDMAIDENS, and OBI-WAN. He walks beside Admiral Dunbar.

obi-wan

I feel I should thank you for assisting us. We all owe you our deepest gratitude.

dunbar

My people are proud to be serving the Jedi. The privilege is ours.

Obi-Wan smiles. Back at the end of the line, Padme walks beside Anakin. They grip hands in unity. She turns to him, her expression unreadable.

padme

Whatever happens up there, Anny, I’ll be right behind you all the way. You fight, I fight.

anakin

(Reassuring) Nothing bad will happen. I trust my master and my instincts.

She looks at him, a flicker of sadness passing over her face. She does not look convinced. They move on.

UP AHEAD, Dunbar turns to face the group. They stop. All is still.

dunbar

This is our finest hour. We are serving the Jedi in their time of need, as well as the peaceful people of the Naboo against the forces of the Federation. Do your best, fight your hardest, I implore you. Many of you will not be coming back, many will. But know this as you face the Sith head on: You will all be revered and honored for your courage. You have served the galaxy well. Now, we must board.

With that, he turns and makes his way to the ship as the troops bravely march on.

ext. federation battleship – space

It looms before us in all its magnificence.

int. federation battleship – hallway

Darth Sidious is seated on a large mechno-chair as he moves down the hallway, Palpatine and Xenom walking on either side of him.

sidious

The Jedi have been still in their actions.

palpatine

My Lord, I do not see what you wish to accomplish in waiting for their arrival. There are matters to be dealt with. Important matters.....

sidious

My senses tell me they will come. This battle is long from over.

xenom

Master, I shall take care of the Jedi when they arrive. Matters so trite do not demand your time or energy.

sidious

No, my apprentice. Leave the Jedi to me this time.

Suddenly WUMPA DUKAKIS, the humble Neimodian, approaches the group, a protocol droid beside him, half-covered in his “shell”, which is a striking emerald gold.

wumpa

(Bowing) My Lord.

sidious

(Annoyed) What is it?

wumpa

This Protocol Droid we stole from Tatooine is very disobedient. It refuses to perform its functions.

sidious

(More annoyed) What is its number?

wumpa

C-3PO.

c-3po

My name is See-Threepio, Human Cyborg relations. I am now fluent in over si—

sidious

(Unimpressed; a wave of the hand) Take him away. See that he does not become stationed here again.

wumpa

(Bowing) Yes, my Lord.

With that, the Neimodian takes the stubborn droid away down the hall.

ext. calamari starship – space

The ship zips past us, and we PAN to see the LOOMING BATTLESHIP in the far distance.

int. calamari starship – cockpit

Dunbar and a Pilot are at the controls, Panaka assisting. Obi-Wan is present as well. Dunbar hits a transmitter, and the tiny VIEWSCREEN above them comes to life. 

ON THE VIEWSCREEN Wumpa’s humble face appears. 

wumpa

Who requests this......permission to board?

dunbar

Admiral Dunbar.

wumpa

(Eyes narrowing; suspicious) What is your business with the Federation?

dunbar

We need to speak to Chancellor Palpatine. Poltical issues.

wumpa

I was not made aware of this.

ON THE VIEWSCREEN he suddenly disappears, then reappears.

wumpa

Permission granted. You may land.

Dunbar ends the transmission and looks out the cockpit window at the approaching Battleship.

Beside him, Obi-Wan turns to look at him,  worry in his eyes.

obi-wan

Why do you think they were so quick to allow us entry?

dunbar

Chancellor Palpatine is an arrogant man. He leaps at the opportunity to hear himself speak as an authority figure to those lower in the galaxy. 

Obi-Wan represses a grin as the ship approaches the Battleship.....

ext. battleship – docking bay – space

The huge Calamari Starship docks. A number of Federation guards approach the ship. They look stern; suspicious. The door to the Calamari Starship OPENS and Obi-Wan Kenobi steps out, followed by Queen Amidala, in all her elabporate robes, accompanied by her loyal handmaidens. The Guards surround them and lead them inside.

int. battleship – sidious quarters

Darth Sidious sits with Xenom watching the ship and the Guards on the viewscreen. Sidious turns to Xenom with the most sinister of gleams.

sidious

This could not have worked out more perfectly. They have stumbled right into their own trap.

As he turns back to the viewscreen,

sidious

Anakin is as good as ours.

int. battleship – hallway

The Guards march down the hallway, surrounding Amidala, her handmaidens and Obi-Wan. 

Finally Palpatine approaches, striding up to Obi-Wan and the Queen.

palpatine

Ah, Obi-Wan Kenobi and Queen Amidala. We knew you would be so foolish as to come here sooner or later. Darth Sidious is expecting you. Now tell me, where is your apprentice?

obi-wan

Chancellor, do you honestly believe I would risk my Padawan’s life by bringing him to a Federation Battleship? 

palpatine

Who else is aboard that ship then? That is not a Republic Cruiser – it’s a Mon Calamari ship.

obi-wan

Ours broke down and we needed to borrow another ship.

palpatine

You lie. Guards! Search the ship. Find the boy and lock him in the chambers until Darth Sidious is ready for him. I’ll take care of these two.

The Guards all turn and march down the hallway. 

Palpatine walks with Obi-Wan and Queen Amidala. 

palpatine

Let this be a lesson to you and your Jedi foolishness. The Sith and the Federation always get what they desire.

obi-wan

(Staring ahead) We shall see.

They disappear down the seemingly endless hallway.

dissolve to:

ext. federation battleship – docking bay – space

The Guards advance on the ship. They approach the door and roughly KNOCK. It OPENS moments later and ANAKIN stands there, Padme beside him. He SCREAMS as the Guards grab him and Padme, gagging them and marching them inside.

int. calamari starship – cockpit

Dunbar and the Pilot watch out the window, Panaka beside them. 

panaka

We must advance now!

dunbar

No, not yet. Obi-Wan still needs time. We’ll know when to attack.

panaka

How?

A beat.

dunbar

He’ll reach me.

They stand in silence, Panaka anxious.

int. battleship – sidious quarters

The door OPENS and Palpatine sweeps in, followed by Obi-Wan and Queen Amidala, her handmaidens close behind. They eventually stop, standing before Sidious, who remains seated calmly, his eyes in complete shadow from the folds and hood of his gothic robe.

palpatine

My Lord.

sidious

Ah, Obi-Wan Kenobi at last our paths cross. I have been waiting for this moment for quite some time now.

obi-wan

I don’t know what you expect to accomplish with all of this.

Suddenly C-3PO emerges, with a tray in hand. He wanders over to Sidious and offers him a cup. Sidious reaches over with a knarled hand and grabs ahold of a cup.

sidious

(To C-3PO) You’ve decided to behave.

obi-wan

(Realizing; in awe) C-3PO?

The droid turns to them and for a flicker of a moment we see what could pass for sympathy and loss in the mechanical, protocol eyes. Then he vanishes back in the shadows.

In the chair, Sidious finishes his drink, and calmly returns to the gathered.

sidious

With this new battle station and the Galactic Senate under my wing, the Sith will rule the Galaxy as they were meant to centuries before. Not the incompetent Jedi. All of your useless training and efforts have no meaning in the shadow of the overpowering Sith. For centuries we have battled and fought to destroy your kind. We see the Jedi as a plague that must be wiped out. This battleship is just the tool to do so.

int. battleship – containment room

Enveloping darkness. Cold, unfriendly territoy. A vast, empty room.

We slowly PAN and find ANAKIN and PADME, strapped and gagged, on the floor. They wriggle and try with all their might to escape the restraints. Their attempts are in vain.

padme

We have to do something! They’re going to kill all of them!

Anakin senses the rise of desperation in her voice. Of panic. He looks off, thinking, wracking his brain for something, anything to help them.

Suddenly we see three SITH PROBE DROIDS glide into the room, coming to a HALT in the air above the two struggling people, keeping electric watch. Anakin and Padme look up, startled.

anakin

Sith Probe Droids. They’re here to keep an eye on us.

Suddenly Obi-Wan’s sage words echoe in Anakin’s head:

obi-wan (v.o.)

Feel the Force, Anakin. Do not allow it to slip away. Let it completely take over your body.

Anakin’s eyes close and he feels the power of the Force ripple through him. Suddenly the Sith Probe Droids DROP to the ground, dead, useless hunks of metal.

Beside him, Padme looks on, astonished.

padme

How did you do that?

anakin

I have a wise master...

He closes his eyes again, concentrating intensely.

obi-wan (v.o.)

Allow it to completely take over....

Suddenly the restraints around their ankles and wrists are SNAPPED OFF and they stand, Padme still in awe. Anakin reaches forward and grabs her desperately –

anakin

Come on! We have to find Obi-Wan!

They race from the room....

int. battleship – hallway

Anakin and Padme race silently down the long, empty hallway. They hide in the shadows. Every once in a while a droid wheels past, oblivious to them. They move on.

cut to:

int. battleship – sidious quarters

Obi-Wan, Amidala, her handmaidens and Palpatine stand before an angry Sidious.

sidious

We shall retrieve your skilled apprentice, train him in the dark side. You are of no use and must be disposed of. It is inevitable. 

cut to:

int. battleship – hallway

As Anakin and Padme move on, suddenly they see a figure step out of the shadows up ahead, slick and fast. Thin and athletic. The figure eventually steps into the shadows, in all his horrific glory:

darth sidious

Down the hallway, Padme and Anakin see this and recoil in shock. Anakin bravely and instinctively ignites his LIGHTSABER at his side. 

padme

Anny! You can’t fight him alone! 

anakin

(Hard; determined) I will. You must go, now! 

padme

I’m not leaving you, Anakin.

Up ahead, Xenom advances, cagy like a panther. Anakin desperately turns to Padme, and we see the love and care he has for her in his eyes. With one swift movement he shoves her into a side door only feet behind her, which opens and an alarmed Padme flies in, disappearing as the door SHUTS. 

Lightsaber in hand, Anakin turns to face Xenom just in time as he approaches, striking his lightsaber against Anakin’s in a CACKLING SIZZLE of electric energy.

Anakin does not flinch or falter, determination and strength showing for its first time. He has been trained well. It is very natural for him.

int. battleship – sidious quarters

Standing before Sidious, Obi-Wan senses the battle out in the hall. A troubled look passes over his face, pale and nauseating. 

Sidious is beginning to stand, watching Obi-Wan closely.

Suddenly, quicker than light, Obi-Wan moves for his lightsaber and ignites it, striking at Palpatine, who is sent FALLING to the floor in unbearable pain, but not dead.

Before Sidious can do anything, Obi-Wan and Queen Amidala race from the room, her handmaidens in tow.

cut to:

int. battleship – hallway

The battle between the two Apprentices continues. Anakin’s strength obvious and shocking as he bravely faces the evil Sith Apprentice in the duel. Xenom now only has one blade ignited, CRASHING it against Anakin’s. Their movements are graceful, agile and quick. 

cut to:

int. battleship – private sector

In the darkness of this unknown room, we see PADME standing in a sliver of light, looking dazed. A small source of light is close by, and she stumbles for it, nervous, scared.

As she enters the light, we see she is now in another part of the room, a smaller part. And we PAN to see in the small room:

Strapped down to a bed and forced silent by a gag, is SHMI SKYWALKER!

Padme opens her mouth in shock, racing over to her. Shmi can only stare in her direction, her eyes and body language exhausted, weak, withered.

padme

(Pulling the gag out of her mouth) I’m so happy to see you! We’ve come to get you.

shmi

(Sensing it) My son is here, isn’t he? On this ship.

padme

Yes, he is.

shmi

Where is Anakin?

Padme looks at her sadly. 

padme

He.....can’t come see you right now. But he’s trying his hardest to save you.

A beat. Shmi looks up at her.

shmi

He is a special boy. He has great intuition.

padme

He’s very brave.

shmi

Yes.....I fear for him, though. 

She looks off sadly. She is not even concerned about her safety or present state. Her mind is on her son. And it always has been.

cut to:

int. battleship – hallway

As the CLASHING of one apprentice’s lightsaber against another’s continues, Obi-Wan, the Queen and her handmaidens all appear, alarmed at what they see before them. Stunned.

Instinctively, Obi-Wan wields his lightsaber, jumping in and CLASHING it against Xenom’s in fury.

Now Xenom ignites his entire elaborate lightsaber, battling more force. The sight is incredible, awe-inspiring. Xenom himself moves like an expert, faster than any other warrior. He has the strength of the Sith inside him. But he’s battling Jedi Force, therefore he’s ultimately doomed.

int. calamari starship – cockpit

Panaka stares out the window. His instincts also serve him well. He turns to Dunbar and the Pilot, his eyes wide, anxious.

panaka

They need us! NOW!

Dunbar and Panaka flee the room.

cut to:

ext. battleship – docking bay – space

Determined and large, the Calamari Army marches toward the entrance, across the wide platform of the docking bay. Dunbar at the lead, beside Panaka. 

Up ahead, a Federation Guard approaches them, putting up a hand for them to stop.

guard

Hold it right there –

Panaka BLASTS him without a moment’s hesitation, sending him to the floor, limp, dead. The army move on.

int. federation battleship – entrance

Wumpa stands beside a Twi’lek guard. Blue and beautiful, tall and adorned. They look up as the doors before them HISS open and they see Panaka march in, with the army in tow.

wumpa

(Stepping forward) What do you think you’re doing?!

Panaka turns to him, levels his weapon right at the helpless Neimodian:

panaka

Come to take back what’s ours.

He BLASTS Wumpa between the eyes, the Neimodian dropping limp to the ground. We hear the Twi’lek’s high pitched SCREAMS.

As she screams, the weapon is aimed at her, and then she is silenced forever, lying limp on the floor beside a departed Wumpa.

The army marches on, Panaka and Dunbar at the lead.

int. battleship – sidious quarters

Palpatine squirms on the floor, battling the pain. Oblivious to this, Sidious stands quickly, sweeping out of the room.

int. battleship – hallway

The Queen and her handmaidens watch in helplessness as Obi-Wan and Anakin battle Xenom, who expertly clashes his lightsaber back and forth. He performs summersalts and back flips, not weakening at all, instead seeming to grow in strength. 

Suddenly the side door HISSES open and DARTH SIDIOUS exits, leveling a lightsaber in the air. Xenom stops and looks at him, as does everyone else.

sidious

(Approaching) My apprentice, leave at once. I must do this.

Xenom falters for a beat, then retreats without a word, leaving Master and Apprentice to battle Master. 

Sidious angrily LASHES out against Anakin’s lightsaber, as well as Obi-Wan’s. For a moment Anakin weakens under the profound strength of the Sith Lord. 

int. battleship – another hallway

The Mon Calamari Army and Panaka march down the hallway. Suddenly they are surrounded by an army of BATTLE DROIDS, weapons at the ready. Hundreds of them. 

Panaka, at the head of the group, surveys the scene and lets out a heavy sigh. 

panaka

Oh boy. Here we go again.

THAT’S WHEN ALL CHAOS BREAKS LOOSE.

The two armies OPEN FIRE and the siege is underway. Amid all the chaos, we pick out R2D2 rolling in, red light bleeping curiously. He looks around, cooing, afraid.

Panaka aims his weapon and FIRES repeatedly, KNOCKING down a few battle droids. A SHOT fires right over his head, causing him to duck quickly, a quick gasp escaping his lips. He wipes his brow, and continues to fire.

The hallway of the new Federation Battleship is a blur of fire power.

int. battleship – hallway

Sidious battles Obi-Wan and Anakin with the strength of a young apprentice but the knowledge only a master or lord would possess. Anakin fights, just as determined and strong as his master, not giving up. Sidious stands back, looks at them and laughs. 

sidious

You are very strong, young Jedi. You will serve the Sith well. As you will the Dark Side. Your pathetic master has outdone his welcome.

With a gleam in his wicked, dark, hollow eyes, he turns fiercely and savagely to Obi-Wan and concentrates on him, putting all the strength he has into the duel. Obi-Wan and Sidious move about in the battle as Anakin and the Queen watch in helplessness.

The two move to the side wall, made of glass, exposing the never-ending abyss of space outside. Obi-Wan pins Sidious against the railing with mounting energy and furiousness, Sidious cackling.

sidious

Foolish Jedi. Give up. Your powers are nothing compared to mine and your apprentice. 

Finally Sidious lunges like a fierce animal, crushing Obi-Wan’s lightsaber. It falls to the ground, its energy sparkling out for the last time, useless. 

Furious, Anakin gathers his strength and bravery and races for Sidious, LASHING out with his lightsaber. He STRIKES a surprised Sidious, sending the Sith Lord tumbling to the window, his body SMASHING the glass and falling, falling through endless space, his scream a chilling echoe as he disappears.....

IN THE HALLWAY Anakin races for his fallen master, kneeling down beside him. Obi-Wan is fine.

obi-wan

(Smiling) You did well, my Padawan. I see all the training has not been in vain.

Together, Master and Apprentice stand. 

cut to:

int. battleship – another hallway

The battle droids continue to battle the Calamari. Panaka fiercely opens fire on the surrounding droids, sending one after another toppling limp to the ground.

Dunbar leads his huge and powerful army against the on-coming droid army. They are no match for the well-trained and strong Mon Calamari.

Now we are with R2D2 as he glides over to a circuit on a nearby wall, cooing quietly, almost like a scared child. He reaches across and presses a button, and suddenly a door beside him SLIDES OPEN – C-3PO stands there, almost trembling. He looks down and sees R2D2. Looks dazed.

c-3po

Oh! Thank the Maker! A droid.

He stumbles out and R2D2 bleeps.

c-3po

You look awfully familiar.

A BULLET shoots past him and interrupts their little conversation.

c-3po

We have to leave! Before we become droid spare parts! Hurry!

R2D2 bleeps a reply and they scamper off.

IN THE HALLWAY the battle continues, though it is clear who is winning: The Mon Calamari. The hallway is loitered with limp, broken, dead battle droids.

panaka

Let’s hope none of the Destroyer Droids decide to make a guest appearance.

int. battleship – private sector

We see Shmi lying on the bed, Padme beside her, comforting her. BEHIND THEM, the door SLIDES open and the figure of Anakin steps through, followed by Obi-Wan and the Queen, as well as her handmaidens.

anakin (o.s.)

Padme? Are you alright?

padme

I’m in here! Come quick!

Suddenly Anakin steps in, followed by the rest. He looks down and sees his mother, falling silent. Freezes, shocked. He has waited for this moment, not knowing if it would ever come. Now it has. 

Shmi smiles up at him weakly.

shmi

My son! It’s been so terribly long!

anakin

(Rushing for her) Mother!

He races for her and they embrace in a long, tight hug. Shmi is about to cry. Finally he breaks free, anxious.

anakin

We have to get you out of here! They’ll come for us!

A long beat. She looks at her son, a sad smile on her face. She was once strong, but she’s lost much of her strength.

shmi

No, Anny. I can’t. You must go.

His face falls.

anakin

What?

shmi

I’m old, Anny. And weak. My whole life I’ve been a slave. I guess.....time has taken its toll.

anakin

Mother –

She reaches forward and clamps a weak hand gently over his mouth. Her eyes are sad.

shmi

Ssshh. Anny, I love you. I’ll always love you. Do you remember when you were a boy and you said you knew we would see each other again?

A long, sad beat. He nods.

shmi

Your instincts were good to you. They are good to you. We’re here together right now. But I can’t go with you. These bones are tired.

anakin

Mother, you have to come with us. That’s why we came! I need you. I won’t leave without you –

shmi

Oh, Anakin! You don’t need me. You’re a wise Jedi now. You have the galaxy to conquer. You have so much waiting for you. You don’t need me anymore.

He doesn’t answer. He just stares at her. From his silence we can tell, he knows she’s right. 

Finally she caresses his face gently, a weak smile brightening her tired face.

shmi

I’ll always love you, Anny. Never forget that. Or me.

anakin

I won’t.

She reaches up weakly and pulls him to her, kisses him.

shmi

My son.......a Jedi.

She lies back down on the bed, her eyes closing slowly. Anakin pulls away gently and looks at her. His face is streaked with tears.

anakin

(After a long beat) Mother?

She lies still, peaceful. We know she has died. 

Obi-Wan moves over to his apprentice, placing a hand on his shoulder. 

obi-wan

(Soft) It’s the way of the Force, Anakin. You will miss her. But time heals all. 

Anakin looks down, sadly and quietly accepting this truth. Padme walks over to him and embraces him. 

padme

I’m sorry, Anny.

They stand like this, in silence. Suddenly they hear GUNFIRE from out in the hall. Approaching danger. 

Obi-Wan looks up.

obi-wan

The Calamari! Come!

They all race from the room, Anakin watching his mother for a beat more, seeing her for the last time. Then he is gone.

cut to:

int. battleship – hallway

They all enter as they see droids BLASTING away soldiers, soldiers blasting away droids. Panaka sees them and races over in panic.

panaka

We must leave now! It’s our only chance!

They nod and together they all race down the hall, narrowly avoiding gunfire.

AT THE ENTRANCE they meet up with Dunbar, who has his weapon ready.

dunbar

(Among the gunfire) We must leave!

obi-wan

This way!

They all flee, the soldiers following, firing still as they race out the door onto the docking bay.

IN THE HALLWAY droids continue to fire, even as the metallic doors close behind the army.

FURTHER DOWN THE HALLWAY we see the figure of XENOM appear, standing with his arms firmly crossed, eyes narrowed.

ext. battleship – docking bay – space

They all race for the Calamari Starship, droids and guards lying limp around the platform, dead from battle. 

Among the fleeing crowd we pick out C-3PO and R2D2. Threepio is muttering in fear and nervousness. R2D2 bleeps reassuringly.

c-3po

Oh my! This is a most impossible getaway!

Artoo bleeps something.

c-3po

I am being optimistic!

They all quickly file onto the ship as the door HISSES open on the starship.

The door to the Federation Battleship OPENS quickly and DROIDS pile out, firing relentlessly.

LAST ON THE CALAMARI STARSHIP, Obi-Wan and Panaka turn and Panaka opens fire on more droids, Obi-Wan moves his hand and with the power of the Force sends droids FLYING backwards, ruined.

Finally they race onto the ship, in safety.

int. calamari starship – cockpit

Panaka, Obi-Wan and Dunbar race in.

panaka

Let’s blow this place!

The Pilot reaches forward and puts the ship into hyper drive. It revvs up.

ext. battleship – docking bay – space

The starship takes off in a blur, leaving many battle droids in the dust. It ascends quickly into space....

As it does, we hear Panaka’s loud WHOOP! of victory.

int. federation battleship – sidious quarters

We see Palpatine lying on the floor, being tended to by servants and nurses. His furious gaze turns to the nearby window as he sees the starship disappear into infinity.

palpatine

(To himself) The Jedi have not won yet. The Federation will have its revenge. 

Suddenly he winces in pain.

cut to:

ext. calamari starship – space

It ZIPS past the camera in a blur of speed.

int. calamari starship – crew lounge

C-3PO sits with R2D2 and a few Mon Calamari. He moans.

c-3po

Promise me I shall never go through another dilemma like that again!

Artoo bleeps.

c-3po

And who’s going to finish assembling my parts? 

We PAN away from the group to find Anakin and Padme in a corner. Anakin looks off, his mind troubled, thoughtful. Padme gently places a hand on his shoulder.

padme

You’re thinking about your mother.

He nods sadly. 

padme

She’ll always be with you, Anakin. You need to believe that. And so will I. So will we all.

Anakin turns to her and smiles in relief.

anakin

I know. And I’m so grateful.

They embrace tightly. Padme smiles, closes her eyes.

padme

I love you Anakin Skywalker.

We watch as they move closely and LOCK LIPS in a strong kiss. NEARBY, the group watches, including R2D2 and C-3PO.

c-3po

Oh my....

Artoo bleeps. 

AT THE DOORWAY we see Obi-Wan watching them, smiling. He turns and leaves the room.

int. calamari starship – private room 

Obi-Wan enters, alone, quiet. Thoughtful. He lies down and looks off.

That’s when the apparition of Qui-Gon Jinn appears in the middle of the room.

Obi-Wan sits bolt upright, in surprise. The apparition is powerful and glowing, Qui-Gon's peaceful face staring at Obi-Wan.

obi-wan

Master!?

qui-gon

I am very proud of you, Obi-Wan. You have trained Anakin well in the ways of the Force. You have fulfilled your promise to me and proven yourself as a worthy Jedi. 

obi-wan

I am honored that you are proud of me....

qui-gon

Continue in the ways of the Force, always. And always I will be with you. In spirit.

Obi-Wan is kneeling before him now, genuflecting. Finally the almost godly apparition vanishes, leaving a stunned and speechless Obi-Wan in the middle of the room, on his knees.

obi-wan

(Silently) Master....

cut to:

ext. calamari starship – space

The starship ZOOMS past and climbs the stars, zipping past like a comet.

int. calamari starship – crew lounge

As Anakin and Padme continue to lock lips in their kiss, we –

cut to:

end credits across an endless backdrop of space

end


